
11<15 last observation le"-s usi jatura-ily, or rather nccessuirly, to
investigate tlie nost iniportant part of the sîîbjcct, as well in a theore-
tical, as iii a practical1 peint of view.

If it is urgcd, on tlic one band, that it would be cruel to force a
-iitîîess to reveal lus own infanny, miay -%e net :xsk whalither it w1ould.
bc vcry liuiane to brin-gteoftic block, an innocent mnan, iii order to
save a wvitncs;s froin the revelation of un offence for wiîich lie alone
is to bc bl4ined ? Is it very phlesolopica.l, very Christiani lik, te
lîang an innocent mnii, tu 2ave thc reputation of a stouic-l ?

And nowv, for the practical vieiw of the case. If the question be
answered aflirniatively, thxe Jury vinst dishelieve ail tlie witness lias
statcd, and the innocent iuan musi lie aequittcd. In that case, can a
C~ourt Ixesitate for a moment ?

If it sluould, be olýjcctcd that; tue Jurisprudence bothi in England
-and here, will tliercby ba subvertcd, a very plain, just and sound oh-
servatieîu ivill, we trust, be sufficient to set ut rest the conscientious
seruples of flue miore tiuxid:- an unlimited subserviey to the principle
of protection tu flic witniess, xnny be, and, no0 doubt, lias oftcntimes,
becii, the means of obtainiig thec conviction of innocent nien; whereas
the contrary eQurst, znay hring ta light, tlie infarny of miscreante, auid
thcrlmy, ofltcnines, save thic lUa of niny an injuredl and persecuted
Mnan.

It offly requires a little moral courage for a Judge to raise his voice;
gainst a course which it Sulflices to puint ont, ta, euhist against, it, nl
moin ivho valuie tha lives of noair fcllow beings, aud vlio liave sufficient
respect for theiselvez-, te refct on tlihe aess of one slavishly fol-:
lowîing in a tract, ut tlie risk of' lcndirig Idmniseif te (somnetiniles) tlic
commission of murder, judicial nmurder.

It îs scarcoly neccssary to observe, that in civil casez-, the saine
principles should, bu actcd upoi):

It vvill bu raid that flia avil which it is intended ta guard against,
-%vill bue of -very rare occurrence, and Ilînt it is ont of flic question te
niakze rules linat wihi apply to ail caeW Without auînitting that Itho
cvii" wil'x be Il of rare occurrcte-,~ it -iil sufice for aur purposeP,
flinut it lias lîappenel rand zstili niay occur. L it net nie thman sadly
sufflicient, tlint an innocenzt mnan is hiaugc,,d who wvould hava heetu ne-
quitteui, had flic witness Ldepo!Fing against hini, been forced tu insivcr
A questiun, flic aunsivr to Nyhich would, lave discredited 1dm ini tho
pÉinien of lte Court auîd dc Jury ? ULquestionahly.
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