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freedom in worship, ta tlîe government
and worship of the churclies after a few
centuries. The iirst clîurches gathered
by the aposties and tlîeir fellow.îaborers
were wvatclied over by their eiders, and
were served in their cliarities by dea-
cons. Tneîr ministry wvas a spontaneous
one, not canfined ta the eiders, since
preaching was flot a part of their special
functions. Liberty ta speak was granted
ta aIl who helieve thenîselves pra)inpted
to vocal exercises, care being exercised
anly that ail slîould be done unto
edificatioti.

At a somnewhat later period of the
apostolic times, one of the eiders, as
first amang, equals, was choseri yearly
ta have more inîmediate charge of the
funds and oxher affairs of the congre-
gatian. Still later than this, one of the
eIders, or bishops, becanie a nmore flxed
afficer, and a religiaus teacher, though
not the exclusive teacher of the congre-
gatian. But up ta îoo A. D. there
were stili "-praphets" in eaclî cangrega-
tian, wlîa "spoke as the spirit gave
theni utterance," as well as " apostles,"
or travelling ruinisters, who visifed the
clîurches frami place ta place.

B.ut soan after the first century, tlîe
bishops assunîed chief autharity as the
leaders of congregatians. Subsf quently
the bishap ruled aver a group of
churclies throughout a regian of coun-
try, and at length his appainted min-
isters took the wlîole of tlîe teaching,
preaching and praying into tlîeir own
hands. The "liberty of prophecy"
was gone, and, as it has been expressed,
"The church of the Haly Spirit, gave
place ta the clîurch of tlîe bishops."

In lus recent postlîumous work,
"The Influence of Greek Ideas and
Usages upon the Christain Church,"
Dr. Hatclî shows that during tlîe first
three centuries of aur era there was,
throughaut the Ronman Empire, a class
of public teachers called "Rhetoricians"
or "Sophists." The greater part of
themn were itinerant, and moved about
from city ta, city, but some of them had
their fixed lecture halls, where they
spoke ta audiences of a thousand or

m re. With the utmost attainable ele-
gance of style and ail the arts of ora-
tory they could commarnd, they spoke
of the beauties of Homer, or of same
other great classic writer, and inter-
preted these writers as ta their poetic
charnis or religious teaching in a way
to gain the applause of their hearers, or
they instructed the latter in speaking
with grace and brilliarxcy upan any
subject. Usually the great object of
the rhetoricians wvas ta win applause
and nioney. But same had a more
serlous purpose, and with fervent zeal
taught philosophy, and religion, and the
application of these ta living a moral~
and worthy life.

[To bc continucd.]

SCIENCE AND RELIGION.

It is impossible to hope that science
wvill affer a conclusive testimony to

rlgo, though it is equally impossible
ta think that it will for ever rernain un-
religiaus. A reaction seems ta have
set in already. But no systemn of
sciEnice,* however comnprehensive, can
ever replace religion. With the utmost
progress that science can ever hope to
make, the work and advancement of
religion will remain unimpaired, be-
cause ta its utmost stretch, science will
deal with facts and laws of the fiùite,
occasionally rising to a glimpse of the
glary of God. Let us for the present
remain satisfied with the reverent ac-
knowledgement that there is, beyond
the province of the mere intellect, an
Infiriite. Religion shaîl search that
beyond, and there-not by the exclu-
sion of the intellect, which is an organ
of the soul, but with such hielp as it is
competent ta offer- discover through
a new wisdomn that spirit that pervades
the finite and the Infinite alike.-
.iWozoondar.

Many a mani who cold bow with
resignation if told that lie wvas ta die, is
thrown off his gutard and out of temper
by the slightest opposition ta his opin-
ions or bis projects.-Tryon Edwards.


