
TUE UNEXPEC T ED SUMMONS.

to -. We sat watching the heavy morning, and haël even laid aside
our out-door liabilimnts, thinking that the next day would equally answer
for our visit. But at leng-th the rain not actually descendiag as ive expeced,
we proeeeded, and reachied lier door fully an hour and a baîf after wc bad
arrangred withi lier to be at ber bouse. Our friend hiad, eonseqluently,
nearly reliuquislied the expectatioli of seeing us, and liad retired to lier
little writing-room. to finisli a letter. We sent up lier faithful servant to
beg bier not to disturb berseif tili slie biad finished. H1e brouglit down bier
kindly nîessagé of love, that as bier letter ivas for that day's post she would
stay and close it, and couic to us iii the drawing-roorn ini a fow minutes.
Puring- these fewv waiting mioments, the eye naturally ivandered round tbe
exquisitely furnislied roomn, restiug upon varjous articles of taste and cie-
gance, and particularly upon two table vases of beautiful freshi flowers,
wbich lier own bands liad arranged in ail the glory of their ricli and vart-ied
hues. How littie did we dreamn that we sat iii the ebaniber prepared for
deatlî, and tlîat even the dcl jeate life of tiiese beautiful flowers would sur-
vive that of the baud ivhieh had just placed tlin there 1 But a few Mo-
ments elapsed w'hen our friend entered, and, affeetionately euîbraeing us,
offéred maniy apologies for the littie delay. She inquired after ail the
menibers of our faîaily-eirele; and thoni said slie -was feeling mueli lier loss,
and,wîith everythîiug around lier conducive to lier eoinfort, feit depressed
and sad, Slie feared almiost ungratefully so to, Iiai who liad supplied lier
with so iueli consolation ini the cirounistauces of' lier bereavernent, wlîich
had taken place tlîree months previons. There was an exquisite natural-
ness peculiar to lier cliaracter, which rendered this unrestrained expression
of lier feelings most touclîing.

MN- and I were mnuelli noved; and as lier tears feu atM asked
if, bef'orn- eonversing- fairtler tog,,etler, ie sbiould unite iii expressing our symi-
pathies, and sorroNvs before Hiin wliose eternal friendship bound our bearts,
and who eould best syrnpatlîize with and eomfort lier. She cordialiy
assented, expressing the coinfort slue felt in sceiug us, aîîd we knelt dowvu.
Tue truc Christian -will believe that it wvas a simple aud grateful esercise to
spread the need of that sorrowinig an d bereaved spirit in a few earnest, un-
affected supplications before our (bd and Fatiier. Iu such nmoments there
is no relief like that wlîieli the believer fiuds in thc expression of' deeply-felt
necessity, breathcd out, not in words of studicd liuuan language, but as it
were in tIc very accents of tlîe sou!, to thc God wlîo lias mnet ail our wauts
with. innumerable promises of hearing and answering prayer. To God tliose
wvants and necessities are previously known; but le, who lias so wonder-
fully adaptcd bis salvation to ail our constitution as thecereatures of Ris,
bîand, ivell kîîows that our realization of lus ebaracter as our Fatlier and
our Frieud nceds to bo coutinutally exerciscd by coiniug to Huxu as chiildren
corne for supply to tlîcir earthly parent. Hc lias tlierefore invited us with
the most unlinîited encourageaient to individual and united prayer, -Witlî
the promise of' Ris peculiir blessing on such engagements. It surel
marks ne healtlîful state of our social intercourse as Cliristians, wlîeu it is
uusanctified by scasons of such. boly communion as these; and wbeu frieuds
iniet and separate witliout remienibering the exaniple of their blessed ?Iaster,
whlo, surrounded by His baud of disciples aud frieuds at the last supper,
lifted up Ris eyes to lîcaven, and bouind their listeniag hicarts together with
lis partiug prayer, " Father, thc hour is coic !" That sucli exorcises
formed the constant habit of tic chu.rch iii apostolic days, a ro-ferenue to.


