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10 THE ACAEEMY.

E-very revolutioxi, religious or secular, social or political, that wvas
widespread and lasting iu its effects, found expression iii our national liter-
ature ; and ail thie grand or critical periods iii our histo~ry are xnarked by
noble literary niionuinexits. This is truc, also, of the ineteenth century,
wvhich lias wituesse(l sucix rexnarkable progress, in science, comimerce and
national prosperity. Every phase of its intellectual life is fouild in its liter-
ature, and xot oxie nore proinineuitly thain the aspirations of woinen for tlieir
social, intellectual and political elevation. Tennyson is but one auxong
inany of the foremnost wvriters. Shelly, Johnx Stuart Mill, Mrs. Browning,
Charlotte Broute, George Eliot, Tlhackeray, Chas. Reade. Thomas Hardy,
and George M.ýeredithi lave clxanxpioned tlic cause, and incorporated it in
tbeir worlzs. But none have donc this iii a more kiudlv and gencrous spirit
than Treiiiysoin -~ Vire Prinicess," and fixe poeîn, thougli it casts gentie
satire on the principle of the separation of the sexes, and points out -with
deep social wisdoin the oixly truc basis for the permianent and beneficial ad-
v'axcenient of wvonen, is the crowning- work of tixe literature connected ivith
'whIat bias been called tixe iixost inidigestible fact of our century.

ERIiY PGADEMY JOI RIiISM«.

DOuring the session of ISSI-2, iii cousequence of certain differences in
tixe Pictou Acadeiiy Debating- Society, a considerable nunîber of studeuts
witlidrew frora thiat b>ody, and decided to forni another one in opposition.
This -%as t.hc Kritosophlian, aud for two yca;rs tixe Acadeiiiv was divided intci
rival camps, eageriv striviing for supreuîacy, and ready to adapt any hionor-
able nicans to bringr about tîxat end.

Before long fixe Kritosopliiaui coliiiincxei the pub)lication of a paper,
and the older society followcd its exaniple veithin a mionth.

Thiese papers, liowevcr, werc iiot prixxted, but writtcn; and eachi issue
consisted of a siigl,,e copy. This perinitted frequent publication, and tixe
paper %vas rcad after the debate proper was over, soxuetinies every week, more
oftcn at initervals of a fortniglit. No permanent editors Nvere appo;iutcd, anxd
each ixuxuber was prepared by a different staff.

In iSS3, the Rritosophian ceased to exist. During the previous year it
lxad been very successful, but the expexîses -%vere heav-y and the fees there-
fore large. Tixnelhad lhealed the old disputes, and no opposition was mnade
to union. The papers Nyere also united, aud contiuued in thxe usual form for
a few weeks.

lu Decemiber a chanîge was niade. During the sumnier a snxail haud
printixxg press had been placed lu Uhe building, and as several students un-
derstood the art of settiug- type, the mechanical wvork of the paper Nvas put
unde-r their care.

On the day of the break-up at Christmnas, the pioneer sheet appeared
as No. 30Of Vol. 2 of TuEii PicTou ACAIMMY DEBuATi-SG SocuETv G.àzETTEr.


