
Zbe tRniffication of oermaîll

S T the time of the first Roman invasion of Germany
a tribe called the Cherusci occupied the southern
part of whiat is now flanover. Their chief, fier-
man, had been tak-en to Rome as a hostage, and
there had been educated. Hlermann wvas the first
to dreain of German unity. While the infant

Christ ivas growing into boyhood in Palestine, Hermann -%vas study-
ing Latin and history at Rome, and as he read lie pondered. Hle
found that 'the Romans had aehieved tremendous power by com-
bination. If his people would unite and stand as one before the
world, why not miiglit they too becoine great. The idea of German
unity took possession of Hlermann. le resolved to return to his
country, to try and inspire his race îvith a sense of common brother-
hood, and a comprehieusive patriotism. But Hermann wvas not un-
derstood by the people whom lie wished to inspire, and many many
centuries wvere to roll away before his dyauof unity ivas rcalized.

In the very earliest tines there scems to have been among the
Germans no trace of a national consciousness. The small tribes
were somnetimes friendly to one another, and sometimes hostile.
Only the xnost closely related held together. They were a strong
and self-reliant people who could get along only with natures like
their owvn. Whienever they held together as a whole, no adversary
wvas a match for thein, and ail their later enemies have agreed with
Tacitus in exclaiming, I-Iow fortunate that they are always quar-
reling among tliemselves. " A long training in poli.tics, in eco-
nomics, and in mental discipline, w'as nccessary before the Gerw.ans
sueeeeded in establishing a Gerinan national governmý-.nt.

For long series of years conditions were inimiical to the estab-
ilshment of a German nation upon a :firmn basis. The step ivhich
ivas decisive in the advance of German civilization for a full thou-
sand years wvas their admission into the RmnEmpire and into
the Roman Chiurcli. Like Augustus Caesar, Charlemagne was serv-
ed by a hieterogeneous body composed of widely differing races. No
coninon bond ivas formcd between Franlis, Saxons and Bavarians.

During flhc regirnes of the first Otto, the third Henry, and the
first Frederick, the ideas of Charlemagne were taken up, naniely,
the proteetorship over the universal Roman Chureli, and conse-
quenitly the claimi to flic supreme authority throlighout Chiristen-
dom. Then a ruinous quarrel brokie out between tlic two leaders,
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