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readers in the East viii doubtleui enquire as ta their laterest
IL% hurc =* d zpe-&ý'&;ÎîùzzSama ivli~ii al UOi

russionaries Iu their behaif. An answer mav n found ln thes
reserve troin Whicb 1 write. ReachiaR »uck Lakce station un
the Regina and Prince Abert branch of the C. P. R. wo vers
met at the station by several (taminbis resrve, ,hich Il ferty
miles distant. Amongst these was the old C4iiet Mistawasis.
wh', ;s over eighty years of age, and bas for tcu ycrs or more
been a membet of aur Church. Previens ta bis conversion
Mistawasis was a beathen war.chlef and bunter, and the great
cnemy of the Sioux in the WVést. HeoIl- cd in the cuoms of
the Cree Iadlans, and accordingly fouad no objection te poiy-
gamy. On bis conversion ta Chrlstianity bc put away bis
second vife, vas baptlzed and wîîb bis wfo joinod the
Cburch. Grasping me by the baud het said, through bis
interpreter, '« we are so glad you have corne ; e weaied for
yen ; WC vili now bave church again." ArrivinR aI the
reserve, vo found the family of the former mlsstouary suit la
the mnse. They have now moved out ta tbeir neTr borne
Just outside the reserve and viii still attend services bers and
assist in the work. Out services on Sabbath nte doen and
tbret o'clock bave Lad an attendance of over ninety, whicb il
a good pro portion out cf a population of ont huadred and
sixîv'oight. Since We have no belt :o summon the Indians ta
service1 and îhey have no mnssof îeliîg tirne but by the
sun, mny of them arrive an bout before serice and wait
patieuîly tilt the tinie of opening. Ont is surprised ta fin%!
bow mistaiccu are the ideas held in the Eust in reterence ta
these people and:work amongs:tbem. %Ve Lad Iooked for
the appearance et the bianket, but what was out pleasure ta
find the mon seaîcd cn the riRbî neatly clotbed and cdean,
the womtn on the left lu print and gingbarn dresses, with
shawis. The unkempt appaarance se cammon among the
Indians was wholiy absent hem 1 I as fortunate in secuiag
for my latorpretcr (romib e rst, William Badger, a fuîl
Indian, son-in-iaw cf the chie!, a coucillor cf the tri e, and
above ail a Christiau man, who bas had tbat experient.o il is
desirabic.te relate. Our bymas are ail in Croc, and as we
bave thera la syliabic and Roman characters no great diffi.
cutty iwas found in ausisting ini the service cf sang. The ser-
vice cf sang is led hy an ludian, Thomas Bird. Au organ,
the gift of the ladies cf St. Andrews Church, Taranto, as cf
great assistance. Nowhexe bave we met wyuL a more attentive
audience than hoem During the week sorne cf tbem cati ta
sjrsak with refercuce ta the sermonn cLbe past Sabbath. Hqve
visîîed them in their homes, which, whilst not equaite those
of their (airer bretbren in thz East, are Vet fat in advance of
theirbeathea neghbpurs on the adjoining reserves. Some cf
thorn have faraiiy worship in their homes and instruct theit
cbildrea lu ible :ruth.

Mrs. Nichol, assisted by Miss McKay, bas started a Sab-
bath stlhool for ail the children, with a sewiug clana for the
girls. The school taughî hy Miss Mc1Cay bas an attondance
cf twenty. 1 inspec ili every Friday atternoon.

May we not trust thatdespite the disconragernents whicb
aie met with in the worlc vo may have the prayers et "i for its
success, net aient lin the field, but la al thase parts where out
missionaries are endeavouring, in the strength cf the Master,
to evangelizeoaur Indian population. Thoy ar* faut passing
away. WVbat il dopc must be dont quickly. _ _

Mistawasis Reserve, Carlto.
.ONicao.

TUE SUPPL V 0F OUR MISSION FIE LDS.

MR. EDITOR,-The question cf supplying adequatel>' tht
wauts Df our mission fields in the never sud more sparsely-
setled istricts of oua Dominion, sud ispçcialty of provent-
;Dg the extensive curtadment, oftise work for about six
monîbs (i.e.,,wiaîer), bas Leen largel>' discussed in lurn col-
umffns. 1-veuld (aid endeavour te màake a contributior- ta
tht question whichmn>', perhaps, Lt helptnl tavards lis solu-
tion.

i. WL>' are there se man>' uissianarues unliceased, or un-
ordained, sud appeiated for five as six manths ? Ansver:
Tht> are checaper. This gives empîcymeni, i.e.,, patronage,
te studonts fer the susrncr, aud htey amc required nt their
studies in tht vînter. Then committets sud Presbyteries
cast abou t for. some make-shift suppi>' for the vinter. Nov
why net get o:dained mou L. and there te serve ail the
year round aud,, t r.-lying centres for cur work snd for tht
more transient niexi? Thé -men can Le Lad. 'Bai îLe>'-arc
Dot villing te go (or a fer months lu tLe vinter, ubhun ne
one tIse can Le6 Ladi sud rtfsesd.empleyment in.tise sommer.
Besides,'there iz, no assurance thal such men, witis faillIes
ta maintain,, wvîli Dé pald - h~t1 y ar-e ~s~4frî~
montbs' woi. THid4me mission wîi1psy-af il eau. Tht!re
is ne reliauceupon.tLe shareý, sa>' cao-hall,,whicb tht mission
field-bas prcmiscd. Thechausare ail agaisitt emission-
ary.ý 'lie usaysotie; ln purse sud reputaiion b>' taking ser-
vice, (or a fée months. 1 ceuld cite cases acf dits kind whe o
une experiesceLas led tihe max-Ito- decline an>' (urtber set-
vice.

C.oà.lary. Lot tht W.cume iion Committe appoint
more ardained mcen ta strve ail tLe yeai; munà, sud lci tini
arrange ta have tbem pald bôia saf0 ran'seme quarter if,
îLe>' do tise work witL diligence anad'fility. Axiytiug.shori
rif Ibis is a farce;

.2. VLY Start ao an>' no* points vben çve cannai oc-
cnpy,,tht aid ? Ve prepure fleldsansdIilionailier Chnrches
take tisentfrc-. ns Lecause tht>' send service -iu the vintor
Wben vo do ual. Wbero lathte ncouani>' la ibis 1,bere la
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no administration- # ail ln aur case, but a simple go-as-yen
s 'Iew 104%,t une fit' out coucege anti acr iraffcials

visit the fields trerd lu, la winter-Sudbury, Webbwood,
Thossaloti, Day Mlillo, etc., and îbey wllt carne back with an
underitanding of the vants, ùifficulieis, discouragoments and
biunders that characterito aur lois prog~resive mission fields.

3. Why do mot moesof our youag men who have seca
glimpesosf mission work in runimer talce appoinîmont for
the vîintes as vollt wbo their studica arc compleîedl? They
woulti bave the boneit cf thoir previaus knowiedge cf the
people, cf the place, and cf rural lité gencralty. Tbey
woulti cufrer lois front diatoraosss or uncortainty of ancome.
Thoy would mot bave the care ef ,amilies toecmbarrass them
or met need of keepiag lbeuse under circumstances which ollen
tender lt difticult to fiud a bouse to keep.

The young mon themiea- would be Lest able ta answer.
In mat a few cases congiegatians ia the eIder parts vaut
yousng mea, aud îhey vaut îhern cheap-one or twa hundred
dollars lois than the former pasttr receîed-but the yotung
rman is wiiig ta bogin amid the general comfarts cf Hlife.H
bas a Church, perhaps a manse. and prospectîvoly, if net actn-
ally, a wife ; and the ceunI>' of York is more attractive than
the disict cf Muskoka or NipissinR. And thon aut mission
felds la Outario arc maanedi se far as they aie mauned at
ail, b>' some cf the cîdest mon ia tht service cl tht Church.
Ail honour to them t1 Their caleur and their seif-denial arc
beyond ail praise. But vihy are there se few young men
.%ssocated wiîh thent as ordained missianarîes f There is ne
ttassan worthy cf a Christian missiouary, unis it be that
ty bave ne faîh in the administration, or the waut of ad.

minisration.
4. Nhy dees the Church mot form more missionar>' Pres-

byteries? The men -who de the %vork wish te have the priva-
loge cf confcrring upon the work iu vhicb îLe>' are engaRed,
and deeply iaterested. PracticaIly they cannai do this nom.
How is a massionar>' at Bruce Mines te came ta Walkerton
in the wintcr at bis ava expense te attend a meeting cf tht
Presbyteri, cf Bruce? Isn't the malter absurd in tht ver>'
face cf; ht? The mîssionar>', then, is exiled. His zcclesiastî-
cal conction-at leost, bis cennectîca ith the Churcb
cour-is a Ildelusion aud a suare.» It is cf use te punish
or crash im perbapa vithout trying bis cause, but it does
met belp bim. Is it anyw onder that hae losps heart aud hope
and abandons bis field cf service ? These convictions are
uot mattera cof(suc>' and sentiment aIoet te h issionary.
Tht>' are weigbîy and vital consideratiens. Committees, sec-
retaries, superintendeuts and far-awa>' Preshyteries and Pres-
bytery-seats uiay steem very wllvoîl1 persons talking ovcr mat-
ters la their church parlours or luxurious Loteis and offices
at Toranto or Monreal There is sornetbiug cdoser and
more realistic needed. The mea whe do the werk must
bave more voice in tht work aud in each alLer tban they
havea; ad if tht>' are mot te be put on a like footing viLh
mca in the North-West Territories, is ite Leb expected tbat
thev %vili ho satisfied ?

Will any letitimate preserve be invaded if Bruce should
surrender Algama aud Barrie Nipissing as the materiats for
twe ne* Presbyteries. Tht saine superintendeucy could con-
tinue. ' There weuld b 'e a saving of expense toe Lene in
these districts snd no ladrease ta any onee.

Corollary. Give- yonr missionaries a more available rep-
reseutation in the Church courts;- and elect tht Rev. J. B.
Dunc;r., cf' Part,- fl<, as the next Moderater cf tht Gen-
oral Assembi>', sud uissionar>' stock wIl use several points.
'Jours trul>', TirAmp

Little Current, Dec. z, x8qiz.

THE PRA VER -MEETING.

Ma. >EDITOR,-Having uoticed that tht breibren cf Or.
augev itie Presbytes>' intend te discusu tht question, IlHow
te; have a tîve prayer-meeting,» I wîsh te make a feiw suggest-
ions on tIsatlimportant part of Churcli worki. My sole reason
for writing on tht quest ion now is: As 1 bave, numericall>'
considored, ont cf the 'fisi prayer-meetings cf thse Presby-
terian CMarches cf Ontatlo, 1 desire to publisb tLe metbod by
'ohich the successbadibeen securea,andthe meeting is growing
iu tife and numbtrs, in the hope thatperhaps tht bretbren cf
Orangeville Presbyitr>' mn be assisted a littie in preparing
for their coatemplatcd discussion.

1. Prçlirn.narics. The building should be comfortably
iighted auna warmed. Tht leader should have a friendly (flot
frivolous> talk ýwitb as niany as possible cf the oid and voua g
people before the meeting -opeas. This puts hlm and the
peoplein gooti fetle, consequent'ty ttention-intcrest. To ho
higbly resptcted and genial are essentialtota b..ministei.

il. Chaxacter, cf thtl meeting. :i. Paise. The singîng
shonld be livel>',.correct sud iw keeping yuL th tesubject cf
the bout. I appvcve of singirug fiva or six limes. While a
number of ncw lfunes should be introduced, care should be
taken ta have a number of familiar cnes. Congregational
singing îs desisable sud shouid.bho eacouraged.

2. Prqer. lUcre -brevit>' hd -point are neéessàary. Tht
toue sbouldbho tender. A scoldiug, iaultfia.ding mniner 15
qui.e outi-of place. A few -ear:est worc i edify. Au ciaber-
ate, ornate -priiyer-'calis attention -tô âne's self, sud Iaves ne

goo imtesionbelind, but Miller a feeling Df.disappoiut.
ment . TIs Bulhait thirsts. te hold communion -with ils Ma.
kae ~sc ma ified.

-3. Pgmching. Tht adJress sbauld' bc brief, pointed, wel
sustainexi.by Gospel #truU ôn sartie practicâl, topiç> sand- deliv-

dtu -. i#itgvnr ana pathos. usuail>' I anueunce
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my> subject a week ahcad, glving il an unusuat tille. I arn
confident ibis tselps. What vill the leader make of bis sub-
ledt? ls the enquir>'. Old and young îaik about il. Inter-
est la aroused, aud many cf îhern came miles te tht meet-
ing. Ta makre the interest permanent wben they de ceaie,
expectation sbould ho realiied. Let variat>', freshnesu and
brevit>' cbsracterize ail the pars-praise, prayer aud preacb-
Ing. Gond Judgment aud eiI-cntrol are vaînabla roquisites
for a leader. I bhe in l continuit>'. Thero should bc ne
dragging. Ail tht ýparts should bave close uneclion lu
lime. 1 have ne organlzed prayer-meetiug commttet, but I
have a number af caruesi Christians wbe pray for tise suc-
cess cf tht meeting. Net any one of the faregoing mcthods
and qualifications, but ail cf îhem tegether, malte tht chain
thai secures a live prayer-meeîing. J. NV. CAMBRo?4.
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MR. EDITOI,-This quesîlun was put in these coluains
semae lima ago and answers iavitod. Mau» answers couid
bc gîven-same things eiders migLi, couid or' would do if
perniitted. Like cverybody tise, eiders aro tLe creatures cf
circumstances. Human nature presonts amay prcbleme te
the moral reformer. If human nature could Le mauldcd or
changed at williis hpresumed overyhodv miRhtbe hmrade
happy WVa ail have te learu ta take people as vo finti
theai, akinc atievance for peculiatities, ni occeniticiites,
whicb afler ail have tbeir uses. Tht nearest va>' te arrive
at a solution of ibis important query mas>bcLIt quota useful
cxaaipies. Ont Edinburgh eider, thetlt Mr. Purvis, vas
sixi>' ycars a Sabbath school teacher - William Leipcr, cf
Glasgow, belveen :84o aud s85o, vas au eider Ia Grey'-
(rirse U. P. Cburch, sud visiîed every famity lu Lis district
(ho vas personali>' acquainted witL ever>' man, voman and
child), besides, as ofta as able, holding brief (riendi>' con-
verse nt tht church door before aiorning service. This largd
cburcb Lad three doors ta tht spacicus vestibule, vhore
twent>' or thîrt>' eiders ver t te seen each SabissîL moruing
greeling thteniembers af their respective districts. Tht dit>'
et Glasgow vas mapped ont laIe thirty-six districts for as
many eiders. such vas the admirable systeint nder a model
minuster, whose methods came tn Le adopîed Lv alLer pas-
tors aud eiders la that enterprising dit>'. Dunca~n HunIer, cf
Blytheswood Square, sud another aged membor cf Session,
did extra dut>' for brother eiders wbo might be unable te oves-
takte îher full share cf visitation. Their minuster Ladl vritten
tLe famous bock, Il The Eidershlp," b>' David King, LL.D., s
work wich sufficientl>' answers the question hare prolsound-
cd. His large staff cf eiders Lad peruszed tht book and
tried ta sealize ils provisions. Ont of their dulies there laid
dowu vas le vîsit tht sick sud dying. especlaît>' la largo con-
gregations. vhere tie pastor's sunîtifaticus dulies and cails mp;
on is lime liiied hlm te specîat cases reported te bis no-
tice b>' cdi etaier cf Session. Four dit>' missionaries, sus-
tained b>' Grsvfriars congregation, came under their super-
vision. Cottage prayer-meetings e etau imporant feature
in their congregationat vork. Tht method coaiprîsed tour
adjacent eiders' districts grouped into eute, wberoby tht'
meaibers in said districts could meci once a (ortaight ai the
bouse cf s Ctsurch member, affording an opportunit>' for ncv-
corners ta Le intraduced ta (ellowimcmbcrsla a neighbous-
hoad. Iu smalier congsegations a lesa elaborate systent
migbi. serve. Ont dut>' faîling to thteeiders vas a gencrai
superintdence of tha Sunda>' scisools where deemed ild
visable-more as ex-officie, te s: 0W that thteeiders Lad a
certaiu oversighi cf tht institutions of tht congregation;
chiefly'as tabeing helpfulsud advlsory. Tht pastorai discre-
tien, wouid cail uporn an>' eider for some particular du.t>'sam a
as iu neanly every wtlt-regislated Presbytetian congregation..

The difficuity iu most cases is te fiud man wyuL
enougis leisure ta devete ta extra cals on their lime ; hence
tLe advantage cf Lavrng a large staff instead cf 10e limited a
Session. Doubtless there is need for the exercise cf semee
diplamacy or finesse if tht hast results aret ato lluI
intsoducinginiembers tn eacb otber, sud Low (aste muîake
use cf thse officiai standing cf an eider, lest friendlineýs
sbould ever Lt mistaken for meddling interférence. Maxi>
Churcb mtmbers find fault wîth theis minuster for nleglecting
pastoral visitation, wîîh osrvithout cause Bath pastot sud.
eiders bave nieed for vise management. Wbatever (asters

untp asd gaied-will in a congregation vili naturali>' hc
ecuraedb>' members cf Seb.ian sufficientysalive te the ai-
igoncies of their position. Tht trm 13oling eider-" is -unies-
tnnate inafret sud enlightened communit 1. S. 0many rnîn
do net ji *n the Churcb excepita appear. in tht -pew, 'cousider-
ibg "'Church membersbip a good'thing for the women folks,"ý
that il becomes a delic.ate malter ta be dealt vitis by etles.
tht 'pastes- or eiders, this' is especiall>' se ile tht United
States. Tht first dcty of an eider lur an>' Presbytérian.
Church is ta furnisb counsel sud assistance sat îLe 'tor, os-
peciait>' as te tht sacranieâi of tLe Lord's Supper andi thtý
spiritual - 'Jare sud oveîigli cf tLe congregation. Where
there are ne deacons i is usual for the eiders ta attend 'tà
thse waùts cf tise poot cf tise coisgregalion, indlnding tbe sp-
pointaient cf,,frat pevs te thoso whis are unable ta pay pcv
,rent. Another recoguized duty is,,(as a- meuser, cf Session
te accompan'ythe, pastar while,.atttnding. meetings.-cf Pres-
bytes>' or Synod. Tht quer>' cf your correspondent seeme-d
to impli tisat the office vas more or less s siDecure. T}'e
Sabbatb Alliance cf the United States Las feunti valuablo
assistance (rom the la>' members of Churcb couirts cf
varions denomlnations. Oiher ýobjects'eofnioral refdrm bavu
beeri simularl>'served as occasions arise. If the,:ofllcel is
Iikely t(ibeocaoveÏ-burdeneditmay bècaînoincttasingi>'
difficul i b gel cîdars-electiàte ccepi office ocept iiviîb thaso
iiho ehesish thé 'lofty ideai Of tht swcet singes cf-Isràâel.'
<'lh>'poap0ie shahLe cwilling in -tLe day o! l'h>' pisèer 1 "
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