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I t itaithe doattr Lainet, lrowîirig hll forgotten bis in-
tentioni ta speak, oi lte dîd înot feel -!tlual ta the effort needed
for thec' ,sberti'aat ailias awn îill in a aiatter xhicb tvas ofisuch
iportance t-olîbon. Sa t vas Allasoî teta xhonîlite first spoke

af liass bite gîtIrante. Bie said lîov weary lie hll grown
of the diali rot, and the dlin of the towvn, and even af the
saght of the dclatorb' faces, anîdlite said how sure becxas that
lie %vould fever gatiier strenigtli lyifg thene. It would give bint
iiew lie, lie Jeti.tred, t'a gel boite ta lus own lbause, and ta
the free air of the luIls.

Ailason liaseued <in silence, and wvhen Lie ivouild bec.înstr-
cred, suie iiiiîtret sonaetl<aig about the coining of the sont-
mîer days kikng suth , tuve possible, aînd saad that the
doc-turs wtiîld have t'aJet ide %viat îvould be the visest thing
ta do0.

'They v.Il lie tîte tbet t'a detide havv it is t'a be donc,
but is i etaled aif eady tlîat the chtange is ta becnmade. \'ou
sîîeak ofittre suiaxaîer days' Cooft ve tîte îrontbs tili then,
anxd ask il could have tîte patiencc te wait for themn ? Ves,
tiiere s à rsk, 1 ken tîtat 'veel, but 1 nay as vveel die there as
itere. Andt t'atîat I have mallae op îty mind."

Alisun did nu'at .ns%%er hint, and lite said fno re. Be bad
grovi n '.tta< .boîut .atîng litis trength, 'ar excî.tng Itîniself ta
lias owat îîury, and bsuhe lay quiet.

INaon ight take the Book," said lite in a littie.
'i es, there %vas .dways IlThe Baok." Allisan tank the

Bible, and as t felI 'open in bier hand, she read: " I will lead
the bind by a vway they know flot, and ber head was bowed,
and the ters. hicb wvere sornetames vcry near ber cyeb, feul
faîst fr IL bsingie «tuaient. But thtcy fell sîlently. N'a sound of
voace or uta'. calent of hand betrayed ber, afd there %vas no
btteanebssliitlier e.rb.

S N es, ois for it cthAs vi un. l'or surelv I lin bind.
1 la.nn.m sec ix> '.'..îy trough 'il l. But if I1arn ta be led
by the h.und lîke a little cltld, and uipheld by One wbo is
strong, and wbo cares for me, who 'hbas laved mes' shal I bc
airad ?'

Andi if ber voice treanbled nowv and then as sbc read, se
îlîat at last ltrowvnnig turned uneasiiy ta get a glinpse ai bier
face, he s.Iw noa sadowv of doubt or fear opon it, nar even the
quiet ta which hie lait becoatue accustonted, but a look af
rest and peace vicli t <w'as not given ta hinitet unden-
tand. t1llîson tank ber wvork andi bat as usuai by the

win<law.
Il a a .ve ni>salips and d'a'vns as 1 bave .îyc bad tbcm,"

she vv.î ab bang t'a icrsclf. " but 1 danna think 1 cars eer for-
ge-i1 pray God that 1 nîay neyer forget -that 1 arn ' led.'"

Brawnirig lay quiet, but hecxas net at bis case, Allison couid
sec. l ie spake .il last.

-Are you sure ti, t yeu bave fargîven ae-quite sure-an
the %'ty th.ît ',ud fuah'.ie: . Cuiie.and ,tand vibere I %,in sec
your .C.

,\tii <n rilier bsrprbe at b<0 î'.oris neither answered nor
attoved.

" For ye sce, if ye were ta fail nie, I doubt 1 could bardly
keep baid ai the Lard iînself. If there is anc tbîng that the
nimînster haà saizi oftencr than another, it is this, that xhen God
forgivesBHe aiso reccaves. lau believe thas surely ? Carne
and -stand v. ere I -an sec your face.'

.illisort laid dawn ber wank, and -came and stood neot vcry
necar huit, bot 'vhcre the light feu ffull upon ber.

11 1 canna but bc sorry for- what happenedl, but I bearnon
anger t:sainst you for si nowv. "I es. I have forgiven. I wish
yeo nadi. 1I wsh you cvcry good. 1 amn fanr sonnier for you
itan. nt for niysrlf. God secs my heant."*

aise .iîd nul rieed tua prove lier v.urds. lie knew thdt they
%%ettc U. If àhe lia.d n'al Leen sulry for hbars, If she bad flot
foigi,êsc< 'i i vidhn p*ty upun han, v.hy shuuld she ba'.e
-ornie t'a brn m il l. But God's way 'vent bcyond that. Be
flot only ptied and pardoned, Be received, lovcd, savcd. But
bie vvas afraid ta say ail this ta bier.

-"In s.kness and trouble she bas been -. !lang ta stand by
nie, asbshe tand, b> al suflering csreatures. That is ail. And
she is <ut anc of thbscverriern %%ho long foi case and prasper-
cbub J.îys, or foi .tnything that I could offrber ta îcnîpt ber.
1 niosi jost content myscif v% tb wbat sbc freciy gives, noir ask
for mlore."

l'len bc turncd away is face, and Aiisoîx dad nett mave
tili bc spoke again.

IlIlou coula ncip nte gneatly with the doctor, if yc wcncc
t0 tny.

Aitibsi ituaoe.1geture ai dissent.
-T a ib tilc likely,- saad ie.

lic thinks if'a-là aifN'o, .and ye ken it well."
D)ut,> c ? Il înust be belausc hc thinks 1 arn kind ta al

the ipoor folk yonder flot bccaîasec hbinks ne wisc," added
sîte ith Ia srnle.

~Ab tae'.'.idoni, thats neather liene for there ain ibis mat-
ter. I arrm guigo hanie te my a 1in bouse. That'b dccided,
v.te'.er na> be said b> any doctor o'tbem a'. As for lufe
,,nJ uc.,id" V)cy .tie no' Inthe dJactais' bands, tboogb they
vhes ,ccin îIo th;rýl, ;. I'm gong harre, %theiben il be ta lise
-- t. de. IBt i1vant no vexation about il , 'rn no able ta
wnrangle wth tbcm. But if yau 'vere ta speak ta Dactor Flem.
ing-îf you %vcr:te tell barn that you are wlling ta go %vtb me

-ta do Vour best for une, bce woudidnmkc no words about i,
but ju3t let nie Ro.' *

Alisbos Lolour -h«inged, but she stood stîli and baid
quicly .

"Do you îink Doctor Fleming is a man like that ? And
dont you tbînk lite will bc only too glata send you borne wben
)ou are .able foribe joxrney .N'ot 'urwsest wav 'val1 be ta trust
it ail ta bîm.'

"At lcast you xiii say notbing against it
1 shah bhave nothing ta say about it-nothing."

bhe ziicie.Ur yavxd was qute: unrnocd as far as bcecould
sec. Lut shbcvab irad. .abc 'vaz»aying in lber beani that
"ia Wtic î'.ds -uning. beyund the day . .>utcey she must
sous, ùcyurisedc iay. but net now. Nut thés moment. Even
in bier d.smay she thougbt ai him, and "piticd"IIim, as bc
bail said.
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"Yuarec wearing yourseif out," said she gently. riThe
doctor will flot think 'veli afi what you bave ta say, if yau arc
tired and fcverish. Lie quiet, and rest tili hecame.»

He did not answcr her exccpt with his cager appeàiing
eyes, which she wouid flot ineet. She sat by the windowv,
sewing steadily on, tili the doctor's stcp canme ta the door.

CItAPTER \Nil].

i.ook 1net aitiine owsi Pe2cel but lookbeyond,.,ld tae <the Cros f or .1.11 ad fur cgiide.

It %vas Allison>s way, Mihen the doctor camte, ta answer such
questions as lie lad ta ask, and tiien ta cail I)ickson, and bc-
take hierself ta the warul beyand. But today Browrig's first
wvords were:

"I1 have something ta say t'a you, doctor, and 1 wish my
%vife ta Itear it. Bide ye still, Allison."

"My wife Neither the doctor noir Allison had ever
heard himi utter the word before. Allison took her usual seat
hy the xindowv, and the doctor placed himself beside the lied.
It wvas the same story over which Brownrig had ta tell. He
%vas going home in his oivn bouse. Il m>ght bc to die, and
it might not. But whcther hie vere ta live or die, home he
must go. He had somnething ta do whiiLh could only bec one
there. The doctors had owned that their skill couid do notb-
ing more for himi. Bis cure, if he were ta bc cured, must be
let ta timie. Be would neyer improve i the dreary dulness
of the place, and there were many reasons why he should bc
determnined ta go-reasons which would affect other folk as
weil as himself ; go lie rnust, and the sooner the better. lie
said it ail qoietly enough, speaking reasonably, but with dcci-
sifin. Doctor Fleming listened in silence, and did flot answer
imancdiately. To himself hecivas saying, that it migbt bc weiI
ta let the mnan have is %ay. Be did flot think it would make
much différence in the end. There was a chance for hini-not
for beaith, but for a few years of such a life as no man could
envy, as few mien could endure. Staying bere, or going there,
it wouid be -ail the same in the end.

Doctor Fleming had in his thaughts at the moment a lufe
long suterer, wba 'vas happy n the midst ai bis suffering, and
who made the i-hief bappiness ai more than one %%ho loved
him one strong in wveakness, patient ta endure, a scholar, a
gentleman , a simple, wise soul, ta whom the least of God's
works was a wonder and delight , a strang and faithful soul,
who, in the darkness of God's mysteriaus clealings, wvas content
ta waît His time -willîng ta stay, yet ionging ta go-full of
pain, yet full of peace.

" Yes," said the doctar, unconsciously tittering bis thought
aloud, "full of pain, yet full of peace."

And bere was this man, sa eager ta live-this drunkard,
and hiart and coward ! What could life hold for bim that he
shauld so desire ta prolong it ? And what wvould lifte xith
such a mani be ta sucb a womnan as Allison Bain ?

" Yes, 1 know God can change the heart. lie is wîse ta
guide and mighty ta save, and they are bath in His good
hands. May His nîercy be vouchsafed ta them bath."

" Weil," said the si,.k man, ai. the doctor suddenly rose ta
bis feet.

" Well-it would be a risk, but it would nat be impossible
for you ta bc ttken home, as you seem ta desire it -if only the
somrmer were here."

«" es, i hate been nating ta hear you say that like the
rest," said Brownrig, witb th( irst touch of impatience i Ms
voice , " but the summer days are far away, and winna be bere
for a while. And yc ken yorseif what chance 1 have of ever
seeing the sommer days, whether i bide or xhether 1 go, and
go 1 nmust."

Then bc %vent on ta say haw the laird would be sure ta
send the Blackbills carniage for him-tbc easy one, whicb bad
been made in London for the auid leddy, bis mother, and hotn
the journey right be taken slowly and safely.

" And if i wvere only once there bc h said, laoking up
witb anxious eyes. Then he lay stili.

" If you %vere once there, you tbînk you would be yuurself
again? "

A sudden spasrn passed over the cager face.
" No flot that. I ken, thaugh you have neter said it in

my hearing, that i s your bellef that, bc my life *ong or short,
i ~an r.ever hope ta bear mny ;,vn weight again. My life's over
an' donc with in a sense, but then-thene is -Allison Bain."

Bis voice sank ta a whisper as hc uttered ber name.
"VYes," said the doctor ta himseif, " there is Alison Bain "

Then be rase and moved about the raom. He, ton, bad
sornething ta say of Ailison Bain -.%omething which it wouid
bc a pain for the sick man ta hear, but wvhicb must be said,
and there migbt camte no better time for saying t than this.
And yet be sbrunk from the task. He paus.d by the window
and took out bis watcb.

"Mistress Alibson," said he, speaking, as was bis way when
addressing ber, with the utmost gcntientss and respect, «'i
bave baif an hour at my disposai to-day. Go your ways down
ta the sandb, and breathe the fresh air wbie I arn ere. The
days are too bhort ta put it off later, and you necd the c-hange."

"''tes, I will go," sald Ailison.
" And da nat eturn to-night, neither herc nar ta the long

ward. M nd, 1 say you must flot."
As ber band ivas on the latch Brawnrig called her name.

When she came and stood besîde the bcd hc iooked at ber,
but did flot speak.

"Wene you necding anytbîng, " she askcd, gcntly.
«'No. Oh' no, oniy Just ta sec yaur face. Vou'll came

early in the mornîhî Y
"Ve, 1 ijl ncame canîy."

But as she moved away, there '-amc. inta ber cecs a look
as cf somne frigbtened wvoedland creature, hcmmed in and
cager ta escape. Therc xas silence for a moment, and just as
the dactor was about tar speak, Birnwnrig sad .

" Yes, it as wcll ta send ber away ta get the air, and wbat
i have ta say may as well bc said now, for it mnust flot bc
said in her bcaring. And it may bc bctter ta say it ta you
than ta Raîny, wba is but a-na matter wbat be is. But ta
you I1rnust say this. Tbini, of Alison Bain! Think of my
%wifo,- for .5be £6 my wîfe. for ail tbat's corne and gone. It is
for her sakze that 1 would fain win home to Blackhilis. It is
ta help ta make it ail easy for her aftcrward. If I were ta die
bite, do you not sec that it wouid bc a hard thing for ber ta
go and iay me downý yonder, in the sight of tbcrn wha canna
but mind the time wbcn she seemed ta think that the touch
of my band on has --offin wouid du dishonour ta ber father's
memnory among them , It wouid hurt ber ta go fromn my
grave ta take possession of ber awn bous, witb the tbought
of that i ber mind, and with ail their -ce upon ber. But if
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tbcy werc ta sec us thene together, and ta ken ait that site bas
donte and beeil ttotalc for tilt last intondais, they îvauld se titat
we bad forgiven anc another, and tlîey would understand.
Thetisite would take ber- right place easily and naturally, and
nonte wauld dire ta say that she came haine for tii' sake of
takir.g what wvas lefi."

Be paused cxhausted, but Dr. Flemiing said notiiing trn
reply, and lie ent an.

II It would bc better and casier for lier ta becla±ft ait lier aiit
bouse. And even thougli nîy days werc shiortencd by the
jaurnev, vbat is a week or twvo more or less life tae<ne ? \'ou'Il
jîast need ta let nie go."

In a littie lie spoke aizain, saying a fewv words ;ai a tiract.
IlNo, iny day is donc- but site înay hlave a long life before

lier, les, site bas forgiven ne- anti su I can believe- that
God will aiso forgive. And 1 aitflot so very sorry- that nîy
end is near,-becausc, though I would have tried, 1 iniglit
have failed ta milke ber hippy. But no anc can ever lave ber
as 1 have donc. Or maybe sit was myself I lovcd-and nxy
own will and pleasuire."

There %vaý a long pause, and then lie Ivent on spcaking
rat ber tehinmsef tban te him i'ho sat skient heside hbîm.

IlOh! if a nian could but bave a second chance ! If îny
niother bad but làced I might hiave been difféent. But it's
toe lait nov tue laite! 1 arncn out. l'Il try ta sleep."

He closed bis eyes and turned away bis face. Greatly
niavcd, Doctor Fleming sat thinking about it ail. Be had
spoken no tvord af ail hec ent ta say, and lie wouid neyer
spcak now. No word of!tlis was needed. Be sat rcbuked in
in this man's presence-this nian whom, within the hour, hc
had calied boaster and braggart, liar and cnwvard.

IITruly," he mused, Ilthere is suicl a tbing as gcttang la
ncw heart.' Tr iy, there is a God wbo is 'm<nghty tu save '
1 wiIi neither make nar meddic in this natter. No, 1 canjiot
encourage ihis wonian ta forsake him now at the last if the
end is drawing near- -as 1 canmaot but believe. îHe nay live
for years, but even se, 1 dire net' say site %ould bc right t'a
beave bim. Cod guide and strengtben lier for wbat inay
bc before her. fi will be a sure thing for ber t'a go borne andi
find anly graves."

«Doctor," said Browvnrig buddenly. Ilyou'Ilin'' et yuur<clf
against it longer-for the sake of Allison Bain !"I

IlMy friend,» said the doctor, hending forwvard and taki<g
bis band, 11I sec what your thought is, and 1 honour you for
t. Wait a day or twva mare before you iiakc your plait. ta

go, and then, if it is possible for you ta have your wvisii, you
shb-Il bave it, and ail shah bcnmade as easy anîd safe fur yau
as it can possibiy bc made. lau are right initlinking that you
xiii never-be a strong mfan again. And after ail, it can only
bc a littie sooner or later with you naw."

"IAy, I ken that weil. It is vain ta strugglc wvith death."
IlAnd voit are not afraid? "
"Wbiles-I arn afraid, I desert'e nothing at Bis iîand,

whoin I bave ayc negiected and often set at naught. But, you
sec, 1 have Bis oîvn word for it. Ready ta fargive-%%aiting ta
bc grac.iaus 1 arn sorry for îxy is -for mv lost life- and
ail the iii i bave donc in il. Do you tbink 1 arn over bold
ust ta take Hini at Bis word ? WeillI just do that. What
cisc can 1 do?"

What indced' There was nothing cisc ta bc donc and
notbing cisc was nceded.

He %%ul net faîl you," said the Jo%.tor geritly
"And you'il speak ta-rny xvife ? for 1 ar nflt sure that

site will wish ta go home." And then bc cltised bis eyes and
lay still.

In the meantime Ailison bad taken ber xvay ta the saiîds,
and as site xvnt she 'vas sayîng ta herself.

««I can but go as i amn led. God guide me, for the v.ay is
dark."

It was a rnild Navember day, stili and grey on land and
taea. The grey sert had a gîcani an it bere ;and there, and the
tide was creeping soaftly in over the sands. Allison walked
siowly and xearily, for ber bcart %vas heavy. Site ivas saying
ta herself that at last, that %vlhacb sbe fearcd %%as curnielapon
bier, and there was troly no escape.

"For bow can I forsake hii now '.Aad yet liaw at1
go witb bim ta meet ail that mna> itaît me :hetec Have I
been wrong ail the way thnougb, fnom the %cri fiu àt. and ;. th*ào
the tvay hL bh r.ty pun:shmer.t 's ta.orne 'And isilan>
awn wili i bave bzen secking ail this tinte, 'thile i bave beena
asking ta bc led? "

Thene was no tind ta battie agaînst ta day, botxvbesiîsite
came ta the place wberc site bad been once befare at a tîrne
like this, she sat dawn ai the foot of the great trck, and v.ent
caver it ail again. To what purpose'

Thene xas only anc way in wvhicb the stnuggle could end,
just as it bad often ended before.

1«i wili make no plan. I wiil lave iost day by day. And
if I amn led by Him--as the blind are led- -what does it flatter
wbecc? "

Sa she rase and went slawly honte, and ivas Il jubt as
usuai," as fan as Mars. Robb, or even the c-lcaret-eyed Robert,
coulid sec. Robent was bail, ta bis tclasbes aitd bis books
again, anxd hc took a great but silent interebt in Allisoni'sI.011
ings and goings, gathcning from chance words af bcrs more
than even ste drcamcd af disclosing. Anîd front ber ilence
bc gathereui samcthing tuai.

A fcw mare days passed, and thauglitlatide différence could
bc seen in Bnownrig>s state fron day te day, wbcn the %veek
camne ta an end, even Allisan cooid sec that a ç bangc of sortie
kind bad corne, or was drawing nean. The bick man spoke,
naw and then, about getting home, and about the carniage
whicb wvas to bc sent for birn, and wben thc doctor came, lie
askcd, " Wili it bc ta-morrow ?" But bc bardly bccdcd the
answen wben it 'vas given, and scemed ta bave no knowledgc
cf nîgbt or day, an of how the tirne was passing.

Be siurnbened and xakened, and looked up ta latter a word
or two, and then siurnbered agaîn. Once or twicc he startcd,
as if bce we afraid, crving out for bclp, for becxvas " slippini;
away." And boor after hour-bov long the bours sceed-
Ailison sat holding bis band, speaking a word now and then,
ta souille or ta encourage hirn, as bis cager, anxiaus eyes
sougb: bers. And as she sat khert in the utter t(uiet af the time,
she did get a giimpsc af the "wherefore Il'winch bad brought
ber there.

For she did net bellp hirn. Whcn there came back ualin
bain, laite the voice cf an accusing cnerny, the sudden mincira
brant.eoaiorme cruel or questionabie dced of hb, whichbch
c-ould flot put froîn birna as bc had duac '.n the days of b.o
stnengtb, bc coulid ndt shut bas cycsata.d refuse ta sec i
sbarne, non bis lip and refuse ta utten bis fecars. Be moancd
and muottced a naine, now. and then, whicb startied Ailison as


