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Our Contritutorso

Onae es'aning, a tews >'earç ago Dr Jolin Ml
îreacltacl in a large cil> arss tia Uaies 'l'lie rîttrcli
%sas ct-owded aîîd tlîa ioctor unas ait lus best. The
sermtoni 'sas intelusaly îîrartiêa a itd çent te triaitt riglît
hionte. Itn tîte rlcîsing part uce tnk utî Ille rurt-tt c<
entes t1itme niaaîae fot- uit belicviaig an Clirik, andl
tin>' tlre tlivtti tci tattars hi-n lagirantd strng roui
tioti sanse, nîinghedl s-ith an arraiatuail gleau i lia
mont- antaîhîc least toîtcli of sarcasiîî, rutade tue ex
cuses, or at Icast sautae ot tltaaî, autîear supreaîuely
absurd. 'l'tr great a-udienre net-a Vssib> iaipressed.
At te iata ot te sers-ice a trallier rareless looking
Anierican citizen tiade titis t-ennrk lu a friand :" te
olI niai gives a tallais no chiance îu dadge, dlors hue?"
Probabhy tuaI \Taii e nncanscious> paid Dr. Hlall
tae bigîtest comnplimient îhat Itas es'ar been îîaid lu

hini. WVhat better lhîing cani hc said ai a lit-cacher
tIan that hagis'es carelcss sinners nu ahaticetludacîge?
Tbat stylhe ot criticisan is sa selduiti Iearcl Ilînt il is
boîh fircsh anci t-cresiting We lienara greal deal aboutî
tic praacbar's inanner, his s-aira, lus sty'le, htis de-
hiver>', especial>- it ss' svrshiip *-n a chut-ch that is
lîaaring candidates, but si- rat-el>' laar il said ut
preachers ltat lie> gis'a sinners nu chiance lu dodgc.
Perbaps the eniis at-a tnt in searc o atbuse qualifies
that pres'ent dodging. h'ussibly, itey don't admire
sncb qualities. There is a raînote possibiliîy tat
suîîî ut thein wîoîîhd not cara tu cahl a nian sîhîo gave
nu clianc-, tu dodge. Anal >-eî ihat Iiigber ancaiiim
couhd ha passeal upon a pt-eachtîr than ta say uliat lac
gis-es bis hecarers no chance tu dodgc.

"IHis elocution is simply pet-tact. His lunes at-a
pure, his articulation distinct, bis anîphasis well timeal,
bis inficcliuns perfect, bis piîcb just right, bis gestures
graiceful, luis delivar>' itaîess." Goud: Goud elocu-
tien is a greal tbing. The Lord's miessage sbouid ha
delivereal in tae hast passible sty'le. A ian ougt la
bc ashaîîîed ho delis'ar tae glorlous doctrines ot grace
in a shoveniy, slipsbud inanner. But ta say that a
pt-cache- is a firt s-cassaclucutionist is flot ball as goad
a ulîing ta sa) pt liiias thi.t be ghz cs imurj nio JJ*he

ici dange.
"lThe sermon ssas svcli compascal, the dicîion chaste,

the sentences iscIl rosîndeal, the logic fisulîless, the
illustrations is-ell chiosen and lighî gis ing, in tact, the
lite-arv axecution ssas bigît." Capital ' it is a goda
tbing ta bas-e bigb lilerar- work ana sermon occasion-
ally. At al es-anus il is a goual îbing tut- a pt-cacher
ta ha able tu do good iterar>' ssork if lie ivishecs ta.
But did this ws-cl isritlen sermon gis e Ihe li'rrrs
chance Io dodige? Thal is lte main question.

"As a picca oi hîoriletic ssork, thie sermion isas
simphy pet-tact. The introduction ivas suitable and ot
thc right hengîb. lu led nauurahiy np ta the subjct.
The div-isiun si-as faulticss. The discussion svould
bas-e gratiflad Shedal or Dabney. The uniîy and
prugress ssould bas-e salisfiad es'an Dr. Proualtout.
The application ssas a modal. It gaîhîcd up hhe
trutît discusseal, incraased in sîrength and cndcd in a
fine climax. Il sssu cban ending ais-aulhal ase
piaasad Illiclps.Y Splendid ! That is the kanal ai
sermon une likes t0 hear. But listan . Did ubîs modal
ut homiletic art gis-a the sinnars a chance ta dodge I

One cbaractct-istic ut good precacliars is tîtat îhey
navet-giv hearers a chancta doalge. Naîistndidn't
gis'a Das'id a gbost ut a chance lu dodge îs'en hae said,
"Thon art the man '" Elijah gave lus cungrcgation
on Carmai nu chance tu doalge whcn ha rang ont
the cI.alcnge - "iso long hiait )a hattween tuse
opinions ? " Peter gava the Jarusalcîn sinners fia
chanLe ho dudgc in his PcntaLouslal sermun. PaulI
gava Fciix nu --han( e for dudging. Spurgaun fias et-
gis'es nny une a chance tu doalga. Tîte ian îvho can
dodgc Taimaga mnust ha a s-ety artinl doalget. Ot
course any bearer can dodga if hc t-amrples doisn con-
science, trutit and the suris ings ai the Spirit , but if
ha dues su the t-csponsihility resîs on liii. The great
problam is tu prescrit the Gospel in sucb a manner as
to make dodging impossible unless the hecarer dauiber-
atcly îakcs the respunsibilîty .îpon bimsaI. That
American citizen faIt in lus lieart ut lItarîs that if hae
dodged, the fauît was bis aisn nul Dr. HaIl's.og

Dodging itagan sihan sin began. Adam ddc
whcn ha hîd among the t-ces ut Eden, and tou nîany
mettîbers ut lte Adamn famihy bas-c bean dodging the

truthl ei'cr since. One ofthUi starest wvays ot dodging
the sernion is ta go aslecip cvcay Snbbath. If a tian
can get biseit soundiy aslccp lie lins no fturther
trouble. A mari îwo gocs nsleap ani tbecearly part or
thc scr% icc gà' es is nuianster no chance. An unfoi
tunate îîra-dar inh lauld a nurrnbcr of slecpcrs of that
kind in lias -congregalaun,.addrcsscdl tbaîn in this %vay.
IBrcîlren, tbis is not fair. Vau go tu slacît betorc 1

begiai. Cnt you wnit and scc ubetbar tc sermion is
%vortlicbaring or nol il wvie a mati a chant c." That
brother 'vas rigbît. V'ou ha% e no sort af chance if a
licarer dudges )OIS b> goineg tu Sleap) hefora you biegin.

But .,, bearcr Inay bc aslecj> ior IlI te purpases of
thc sermoan %% stîbut ha%~ ng lits bicad dot% n or lits eyes
closad. lie ina>' dodga tha trutit by thinking »about
his farin, or bis offica, or lus store, or lus clection, or
any one of a liundred otîtar tingt>s. 'rite prableni the
preCaduer lia!, tu suive is tu keci> litn traaîî codging in
that %vay. It as nu cas>' probli. A ship-buildcr said
lie cuuld la>' the kel ot a vcssel nîtile lisîaning lu any
preacher iii Scoîland but Guthric. Gutbrie, lia de-
clared, would flot alluw liiii lay a sringle Pank. Hae
nicant prec.iscly the sanie thing as tbe Amierican cali-
zen dici whien lic said John Hall wouid not let iii
dodgc. W'albouî the sliglilcst disposition tu find tauît,
miay il nlot bc asked if tha art ut bringmng diviana truîb
tu bear darecîly on tic lîearîs and consciences uf mnen
Il stIfiLintly îaugliî in aur Iheologacal halls? An cssay
of an aanpersonal abstract cbaracîer is of very litîle
usa in the pulpît. Men will dodge the essay evcry
Sabbatb %vithout the Icast effort. The art of pullang
îlîangs, the art uf bringing doctrinal trutb su tu bear
un the lîcart and conscience as lu influence the %vili
and change the lita, is really the main tbing in preacît-
ing. The 'cr>' highicst work ot tha pulpal is t0 do
%vîtat John Hall did that evanang-presenî the trutb
su that a becarer lias nu chance tu dodge.

NOT7-ES FROM1 QUEBEC.
In a blinding snow-storm, witii the ibarniometer ai

zero, 1 arrivad aI Lavis, and wvas inimediaîcly ha-
siagcd by a crowd of thc niost industrious backnîen 1
ever met, cach one sîrivir.r for i>' grip-s.tcl, as ifit and
ils contents balongcd tluma ; and cacli une inforni-
ang nie tbaî lie druve me the last tinie 1 %vas tliere.
As Il bappenad, 1 nave- had crussed the river aI that
particular spot beture. The tussle for tlie saîchlîc
lasîed saine minutes, buî finally a nîuscular son ut
Erini pros-ad bis dlaim tu thue job by snaîching thc
saîclîcl and deposiîing it safaly in bis slcigli, and tben
camne tu look for bis passanger, uhilst ltae almnosî ba-
nighlad passangar was searching for bis hag.

Qucbac, ta ancient capital, tormerly known as
Stadacona, ssas capîured by Jacques Cartier in 1535,
.and in 1759,bY thevictoriesuf Wolfc,was brouigli undar
Englisli rule. His boncs pcacctully sleep liera, nîarkad
b>'ainanunmentt l is nîenîury. As niiglit bac"pcîcd,
slrong national feelii.igs existcd for soane yea'rs , but
as cisi5ization advanced and einigi-ants a.rived iiese
fecliangs gradually died away, and the city suon becaLme
prosperous, and now dlaims a populatiun of about
5o,000, ot wiîom about 7,000 ara Protestants, the
large inajurily baing Francliand Irish Cathohics, whu,
truc lu thair traditions, arc enîliusiastic in the support
uftuheir religion.

The cîly is sîtuaîcd un the :upper bank ofthe St.
Lawrence River, and lias been apprapriately styled
thc Gibraltar ut America. It commences at the
waîer's cdge, and riscs an lerraces lu tlie Catadel. In
summer the city is reacitec by a ferry boat troni l'oint
Lavis, but in winlar tae ice bridge îs used, and tennis
cross and recross. Tust at tbis 'tinaîaa delegatian ivera
in Ottawa, inîers'icwing the Gos-crnmwnî un the "Short
Lina Roule " and sshat is kriown bat-c as lthe IlNaiv
Bridge Sthein." Tba latter alune %%ould cost about
S5,oou,ooo, and %%,hin the delegaîtun rcturncdsan
ane saad îbey had guI the " bridge," meanang the aca
bridge, wbtcli is an ex\cellant one.

Likeas-erv otbcr oid cite, Quebcîs open for any num-
bar oftfinours from the s.ovcrment ofthbeciay, and hae
wouid bc a bold man, and at once ivritin. duwn as
sîupid, isho questioned their jaîst daims tu tha whohc
Bill as presentcd by lte delegîtion. The cîlazens ara
farned for thear huspitalîty and social qualtas, and
their regard for Englisb customs is almost surprising
lu a western visiter.

The sîracts are narrow and the houses very suit-
stantial and comfortable. and cvîdenîly du flot look
as ifîbcey bad been rebuiît within the last tan or îwenly
years A large number of charitable insipiîutiuns is

supported , proinunant aniung tbem Is Ilia Asylîttît,
tîtrea mniles ot of lthe cily, ss'liclî Bits oni a plot af
200 acres, atid rccis'es iroin ltae Provincial Guvcrn-
mnin yaariygrant ut $120,ooo.

Tha printtpat buasiness sîreets ara St. Peter, l'a.
brique and josephi Streîs, the first naiîd are su itce
tha wvltola3.-le, and the latter %vlîere tlîa retati t-ada as
locaîed. Tîîcy cati boatsî tstores as good, ainul baller
titan any in Motîreal or Toronto.

Nev Parliainent buildings biasebeen erecîed at a co5t
otfi,5,oontc d constderably tu te bcauîy ani
appearaîca ut lthe stcl oit %ticît lthe tire situatcd-
Grand Alle, %%ltacli contains (lutte a aîuaîbcr ai bîand.
soa;na icsidcnccs, aaît-ting taIt of Ir Raiardsoiî, a
niemnber ut our Clmurcb.

1 ss's kindly sltuwn tîtrougli tae buildings by Mr.
Olavcet, tae L-aw Clark ta tha hanuse, wlto is sotîian*
iatv uf lta estcinted anistar ai Zion Cîturdi, Toronto.

THIE LOCAL '1tltE'
w%-as in session. Il lias sixty-ciglit nmettbers and cuoit-
prises a nîtîtber ut cloquent speakers, bath Frenîch
and Engiisb, suho receiva a saiary ut $8oo per year.
Alîboagli largely French, )'ct the Hanuse ssas ad-
journad in litnur ut St. >atrick's Day. Tha popula-
tion ufth Pb lrovince is uvar i,250,000, but, as in ollier
Provinces, lte people coplain inîtdly ut taxaion, and
iniagine tbat îiey culd gel aloîîg ver> iscl witlt a
laîtie less guverrnent, if Ibis woîtld ha plensing ta the
powers that bc.

There is a large arcs ut guod farmuing ]and in Qîte.
bec Province, but te principal expert is lumber, whiclt
runs up tu tlue bandsoinc figure of nacarly $i,000oooo
in the year.

The drives in tha snburbs ofthe ciîy ara charming,
a tavourite resut-t being 'Montmorency Falis, abot
caglît Ildes distant, wbere large cruwds ut pleasure
seekers resurt. Yont- correspondant wsas une ut an mn-
teresling parly ws'b visitcd tItis place un tha kînci in-
vitation ut a friand. flaside the Falls is tîte calebra-
lad "Cone,» about iua tct Itigi. Il aîtracted the
>'uung foiks ut our part>', and saie ot tue olde>-
young mean lîad lu go îlîrough the inevitable tobog-
gant slidc tu the greal amusemienî t al.

THE P'ROTESTANT POPULATION

ofthe citv bas flot bivan increasing ut late >-ears. The
migration ive5îssard bas been taIt b)> tae sanrous
Chut-cItas and Evangelical urganizalions aIl the mure
asîthis part ufthe population is ralalisecly siali.

Tha Y. M. C. A. building is ana ut tae fanest in tue
city, and occupies a prominent site on St. Johin Strect
5nitbaut the gala,. Trhe buailding isîthorouglhzquap.
pcd, containing lecture hall, raading maimn, pariour
wcll furnislîed, and a vcry comiortabla rooni for lthe
Secretary, witlt suitable table, easy cbair, etc. In the
t-car as lthe founidation for a gynînasînni, wluicli, an
cuurse uft inie, may ba compicted. Titis fine build-
ing oivas ils existence largeiy ta Mr. J. C. Tltumpson,
the indetlgabla Presîdanit, and isho is also an eider an
St. Andreus's Chut-ch. The work oftheb Absociataun
is nîncb bindered by a ltcavy debî titat presses on
the metuibers, wslich, il is hoped, i i scion ha lcssencd
it not allogether paid off.

OC'rO0GENARIANS.
Qncbcc can boast ut four aninisters ovar aigltty years
ot age, is-Io are sîjîl able ta discliarge the dutias uf
tîteir office sihan occasion denîainds. Tltey ara Rai-.
Melssrs. Scwcll, English Cbnrcb ; Mat-cii, Congrega.
tional ; Clark and Cook, Preshylealan. Mr. Clark
svas minister ut Cîthaners Cbîîrclî, and Dr. Cuok. tue
%%ecl-known minisler ut St Andrew's, only reccnîly
rct"red trom tita active duties oftltcministry.

PRIESBNYTERIANISM.

Wc ha% a two guod, substantial chut-ches in the tit),
crcditably rcpreseniting the d&numinatian. Ch.'ý
mners Churdu lias for ils pasuor Ra%. Dr Nlathct%--,
uh.o succedcd Rav. W. B. Clark. Dr. Matbasîà a.%

ain cloquent preacîter, and is prominenîiy idenîtifcd
wiîb the I>an-Prcsb>-Icrian Council. Ha heid a charge
tut- sorma years in New York, wlîen hae moved lu Que-
bac wherc ha is highly csîaanîcd l>y an appreci.at.%î
congregation.

ST. ANDREW'S CIIURCH

is one ofthe oidcst, and, au ana pcrtud ut ils bisîory, n-as
oncofthcwcalthiestîn îhaChurch. For ovarhaft--cen-
lut-y it'bas been minisucred tu by Ras'. Dr. Cook, ivlîo
is ctili hala and hearty, «and wbo-basidcs altcndrîg
tu lte wanîs ut an important cungrcgalion-was Pnn-
cipal arîd Professor of Murrin Collage, situatcd near
lte chutrcb property. St. Andrew's Chut-ch is laste
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