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TiIL Eunetiiorable tieerllîg of tie hIritîshi
lAssociationi at lklfaiî,i the sutilmer

of 1874, '«liu Dr. 'Tyldall took advanitage cIl
bis positionl as l'resideiit to gi'e a worldl-%%«îdc
exp)ositioni of ]lis materialistic vsevs, has becti
more titan parallcled ti interce;t. b3' the fiftieflî
conférence of tic IlGermlain ofaiamti
Naturalists anîd Ii'scîn i 'hii '«as Iicld
at Munich, hast Septeciber. on tic) aiier
occasion lias tlîerc beeti a more august assein-
blage of scientists, thati ai tlis jtiîe mleet-
ingr. At tic first t'«() sittlngs, pipers weýre
rcaidby l'rofessors Noegcli'.îndl Il.eckel ini avon
of the doctrine of evoînitiot il its mast ex-
treme form. It w~as conteilded by boti, flot
oîily, tlîat the prov'ince of ini exteilded
irom ailimaIs ta plants, but that in our coni-
ception ai the nature of mental openatians, it
behovcd us to pass aven fron tdise organîc ta
the inorganic w~on1d. Sa urgent '«as Dr.
HcSckei in bis advocacy of thiese: vic'«s, as to
propose thecir iminediate introductioni inta tie
system of comman school instruction. It is
a question," bc said, "afor the educators,
wbether the theory ai evolution shouid bc at
once laid do'«n as the basis af instruction,
and the protoplastic soul bc assumced as the
founidation of ail ideas conccrning spiritual
being." It is not to bc wvondercd at, that the
outspokcn confidence with which thesc senti-
ments '«ere îuttered, should bave crcated much
excitement flot only witbin the Conférence
but tbroug>iaut Gcrmany. Thcy ivere nat,
bawcver aiia'«cd ta pass unclialcnged. At
the tbird sitting, l>rofessor Virchow, whîose
name duning the Iast thirty years lias been
intimnateiy Iinked witb the progress oi phlysia-
logîcal discovcry, and '«ho is univcrsalhy
ack'nowlcdgcd among scientists as ane ai the
first authonities in cvcry departinent ai an-
thropology, '«bile ho licaids distînguisbcd rank
as a publicist and statesman, delivered asi
address in wbich be very carncsthy protcstcd
againt the spirit ai dogmatism, manîfestcd
in their conférence and prevalent in scicntific
circles. The oppartuncness ai tlîis protest,
whcn s0 rnany men of science, fascinatcd by

thte splcndid results of tlîcir investigations,
have becu led tu oversçtcp thc limnits of know-
lcdgc possible by thecir cxrcrimiental nctliods,
and to prcss tlteir spcculations on te public,
as if tue>' %vcrc establistici triitls, '«iii be
getîcraîl>' adînittcd, cslpcciaill>' b> tliosc in-
tcrested in Chistiani apologetîcs. It '«as the
protest af a scientific; Luthecr againist thte
errors of bis brctlircn. It '«as riltier, dice
'«ariîîg oifia father, conccrnced for the dignity
of the failbut ve>mcd witlî the vagaries of
bis chîidreit. It '«as ail thes more v'aluable,
as beiiîg the pratcst of ane, '«ho lîad as little
predilectioti ini fàvor of rcligious dogina as
an>' tif tiiose prcseiit, and %viîo coîild saggy thiat
lie wits quite rcady to reccive the very boldcst
of thle petted thecories, evenl the doctrine of
spoîîtaîicous gletcration, tvlieiî lie cotild find
cvideîîce ta stbst;antiate ats trtntb. llrec
bc litt.e doubt, that a position of lîistorical
imiportanlceawaits this discourse or' Dr. '<jr.
clio%. The attention of tlue BitiNIi putblic
'«as first calîctl to it Il> the t lrtis%iitti e'îres-
ponident of the asLondoti 'lIîilcs.,, hI li.;
sinçu. li.eîi tranîsiatud int Liîglîihl. £\ revivw
of titis tranislattioni lias in~ ontIii : ofe i t
Brîîusl (2na.rtterltcs. Aind passiîîg refèrence
ini scveral Icaditng jcaurilaîs, indicate t begin-
ingi- recognition of its value. No apology is

nLedcd fur submiittiîig dite folloinig bni out-
line to our ieadiers:

t ir. iiuittw beg.n 1-y twî'graitulititig ]si% 1arettreti it e
itc:,t lai> flt,i tstji.>q t . l aseinr& .Id ttlgtt. lit li ' n

iltîtetîtîgi .'I lseur coni tence cîcre lielîl iii tt-çrtt t-,*st amit
tue>' lîili it clarez tilisbtlIl'Il <ige 81.1mel tf Ille .%Usi ait ticlt:"

gîc. Iltit dis: orl.acc Di, I; lit. .gcli anti 1.c ,ta,

1.1.911 It lt Y li i oietîed rth lIt "l iltin). cot il dtîtîti

hi . <.~..itt.iI.iiitt is , a 'laîict' .f ihiI liberi>. l1, fna

xiek-flic:ttalit.i liai1 i.l.tilt dIe n a> t., lits: iIbt
It.icnid ll u vrc. Itut il mca- tt lx rcntiacCrtîl, tîtat.
Ilît lis aIlc'fi i letica Isy Couiiîia-u, n% lien Ise %%.a,
sckitug a îpalh 1.1 the Iw litil'Il reîttltý C.Iitaltd macre lic-
,at.ittluitt1 liffett'uît <r lit's aiiliilcii. It %%a, v'er)'

iit~auai .lit, ii.,'tl tigy,<lt t lie> ,litultt nte accttr.îlely tlhe
titiv -pi tiiieitia-tn, I-eîîî cen the sivetatî îaovilte ait
sttoict, an I tht' 1 msiain uiih site' 11.1, actually, mw11iinîl
foil' tled nni lthâ ini îir comnitiication> Io the lui 'lic
ilc"I ltatlî îlainiv nmark tkii distinutisiî. Nu o ne coli
tac mocre' atit'u tItan lie fas, thaî the 1'utiic ntind sltould
l' s>atur;aid ujili sciciîii*c Lknoledc. 'aEvery. new tmig.
mient vi ntlc lalc xia>s, IIwetoikt withtii iîîcn, igt
ti.'' it-tas, -mai nc'w htr s rf tlîîîuglit.I 'l'lie niaterial pro.
gie,% tif the ragc is lthus sîtiul.iteid. Evern mitîal juiiootlîy-
as cunsirainedi to itkntj%% Iedgc lier intîli'<cdness lia pii'-o
I',,icai teicarch. Wc nre itus enabled <o tiscriiîîuna.tr' muire
î'ceciieb', that p~art oaf ou. laeng mliiclî i% jtuiely, mental frnti
<Lat % iîcla, vue'î.îîlî.i.) On îtai utes bianal lîntescs,
if bspcc lali n-li anid theu'ricà uwe iaalintil afl' caîtter tilt guise
of sciciatific truth, lts:e danger was grcat caf science being

inioreel. Rn an espt'cial mianner, it was ftally bo ialk caf
introdîtcing tîteir s k'culatmons inta tie schuolas for lIte picoJli.
N'îung mndts musatI nlt pause on thae Jîs'.-ciminatung làraea
that miglît bc crauti. tWhat me L-now anti wîtat we osnly
suppose, blend thenisclîves, as a,.general rulc, so coîîtplctcly
ints, a %ingle îaicturc, that wliat i's sup)posedi appears ta bc aie
pîrinciptal tlîing, and what is kncawn seecns thte =ecssor),."

- n respect to the cvolotican theouy): il coulai sutl bave
escapedl noîictd, and i was wcarthy of the mail scriaus con.
sid'ération, that Socialisms liati estllisltd clase and sympja.
thctic relations witlt il. But notwithîuanding ibis aminous
conféeracy, if we tacs convinccd, that the cvolution theo7,
was a doctnine l>erfectly established, "lfront that mo(ment,
lie says,1 "se couli flot date ta fe] an>' scruplle about minro-
'locing il int out actual flfe, su as flot canly la cammunicate
it ta cvery educated iman, laut ta impart it ta cs'ecy chilti, la
inake si the founidation oaf aur wholc idlcas oaf the world, of
society, and the Siat, aand ta base on it oaur wbole systeit
of educatian. But li referetice ta tis lthcory, salhat arc thec
fau.s? il r. V'irchowe maintaini. z. l'cls hedueiet
wlîich the dctrîine of sponlancous genceralion setined ta hiav'e
in ils favar, peribhes wîth the exposure oaf the truc nature of
the nuw wcll knuwn Ilathylisas. 2. Rt wasa mers: phan tas)
f'or amy ane la cîtaracterize nnavemcn<s, in the 1< c'cr <omis
oaf fle, or ini lits znorganic woarld, as liaving the nature of
mental tilaeration. 3. Tîtere was noa reliale evitce in
supaport of the opinion lItatmnan exi5tel ini the lcrtiary periodi.
4. TRhe Rarwinian thcary of the origan ofl man il; as ycî a
illtre liyjiothe:iis, on which the Itr reas utl investtgatitons ini.
îteatî tif conftruning il, has tecledl rallier ta cast doubt.
l"ihe olil troglcud>yIs, pile'villagcrs, antlI bog.pccaplc prove

tkquit a rcspm-ctalîlc socîey 'They bave hbeacs %ca large
thiât niay a livin person woulà hc! )nly lo happay tu O S-
sesa such. Our rench neighars indeeti, hav'e wanned us

aganîs inl'erring tac much trons th=~ big lîcacis....
gn faite caf the se oftthe brain, tlicir nervc'îubitance mnay

hiave reîtiained ait a Iowcr stage oaf developuscrt. Ti's,

however, Ic lbut the sont of famillat talk which Io brought in
as% a kid of prois Io welsk minds. On the whole, we mnust
,callr aclcnuwlcilgt-, that Ilter: isa compicie absence of any

fsitylie of a lowcr stage In the dcvelopment of mnan.*
1lf the prefface to the English translation of

this adIdrcss, written by Dr. Virchow, hcl ob-
serves, that with fcw exceptions, bis p5rotcst
lias met with cordial assent from Gernian
naturalists. It is a salutary lesson to thcolo-
glatis, flot to bc too hasty ini mak':ttg conces-
sions to sccptical oppognents.

I'RESYTERMNli A SSEMIJ L'ES.

D URING thc past fortniglit Gcncral As-
scmblics have bccn held in various

parts of thc world. The Cliurclies of Austra-
lia anîd New Zcaland liave had thîcir annual
gatbcrings. In England, Ircland, and Scot-
land, the Assemblies have cithcr just risen or
avc nlow in full blast. Scotland lias witliout
doubt been <lnring thesc wccks in a state of
fermenta and '«c look forward with kem.
intercest to the peruisal of the debate in the
Fre Chturcli Gencral Assernbly on the famous
l>rofessor Smlitli case. 'nie Gcuîcral Asscrn.
blyo( the Unîited I>resbytcrian Cliurch ofAnicri-
ca, of the 11resbyterian Churcli (South), and
various Sysiods, sucli as tlîat of thec Reformcd
Cîitircli of the' United States, hîave met and
transacted thicir business. The Asscnibly of
our own Churcli %ill soon coI1vecI in thec
nei-liboritig city of Hamilton. It is causeof
rejoicitig tlîat there is notlîing but peace
ivithisi tlte borders of the 1resbytcrian Churcli
ini Canlada. Tlhcrc is no famiz clapnosa on
liand this ycar, and wvc anticipate ait Assenm-
bly that '«iiiaccomplisli inuch '«ork in fürtbcr
cosisohidating the Union, lin adoptirig a book
of polity, and in promnoting the cause of
Christ both rit hiome and abroail.

Mleaiiwilc therc arc sonie things to which
%vc wîish to refer in connexion with the Genc-
raI Assenîbly of the 1rsbyterian Clîurch
(North) of thc Unitcd States.

The vcry unusuai event took pl.ace of the
Moderator of thc Jast Asscmbly flot being
able to bc presenit and to prcach thc opening
sermon. Distance had something to do with
tii as it devolved upon the Rcv. Dr. Ecis of
San Francisco, Cal., ns Moderatoir to open
the prescrit Asscmbly and toi preside until
rchicvcd by the appointmcnt of bis successor.
In thec absence of Dr. Ecis, tic kev. P>rofès-
sor Morris, of Lanc Seminary, the hast
Moderator, prcacbed a sermon distinguisbed
by its eloquence and ability, after which
the Assemb!y by an almost two-thirds vote
clccted as Moderator, the Rev. Professor
Patton, D.D., of the Chicago Theological
Seminary. The new Moderator of this
great Church deserves some notice at our
bands.

Professor Pattonî was born in Bermuda
Islands in january, 1843, and is therefore only
thirty-five ycars of age. He was cducated in
Toronto University, and if wc mistake flot
rcccivcd part of bis theological training in
Knox College. At ail events, he spent some
of bis vacations in nxissionary work in the
district supcrintended by the Rcv. Mr. Gray
of Orillia. Owing doubtless to these early
associations, and also to his superior advan-
tages as a student at I>rinceton,5he laid the
founidations of that lcarnitig which bas already
brought 1dm to the front rank as a scholar
and theologian. The career of Professor
Patton is an instructive onc, and we give it
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