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rﬁ@mon AND §2HOPLE,

MY DREAM,

1t was & beautiful Sabbath moming. X seomod to
be in a 1arge churely, filled with atlontive worshippers.
All avound mo woro strangers ; yet so plonsant wero
the couatenanses, whoso choorful amiles scemed to
say, ' Mako yoursolf quite at homo; you aro among
frlonds,” that the lonely feeling which often comea
over ono jo & crowded ohuroh to not ono of whose wor.
shippers ho is known, troubled mo not at all. While
waitlng for the pastor's entrauce, I gazed around the
building. It was neat and tasteful, but pla‘a in its
coustruotion. My atteution was particulariy atiract.
«d by numerous wmottoes on the walle, moat . them
ineuleating the duty of doing good,

Patk of tho pulpit was this ineription: *On the
first day of the week lot overy ono of you lay by h'm
in store as God hiath prospored him." In other placos
Irosd, ** It is more blesisd to give than to recetve,”
ulnasmuch as yo hiava dono it unto one of 1o least of
{hess My brethren, * » have duno it unto Me." ¢ Go
ye into all the worl  and proach the gospel to ovory
asature.” “If a1 _* man would como after Me, lut
bim dony himself, and take up his croes, aud follow
¥e." ¢ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
{by bieart, and thy neighbour as thysclf." Theso,
and otbor passages of similar mport, occupied my
attention, when the door of the anteroom near the
pulpit opened, aud o noble.looking old man, with
firm, creot step, ontered. Ho was ono of those speci-
meos of beautiful old ago of which we occasionally
0 » type.  As ho gazed upon his poople, tho love in
his bear! soemed to ahine through aund illuminate his
wholo countenancoe. After tho preliminary exereises,
{be pastor preachied sn cxcellent sermon on Faith and
Works. At its close, pointing to tho inscription, hie
sald, "*Wo will now arove our faith by our works, by
taking our usnat weekly contribution. But first, breth-
ren, suffor a word of counsel. Last Sabbath some of
you, in your deep lovo for the eause, made larger
sontributions thian your circomstances would wasrant.
Remember, Paul says, ¢ Lay by in stora as the Lord
bas prospered you.' X know it is so pleasant to give
{o the needy, that wo are linble to mustakes in tius
direction,"”

1 was thunderstruck. “YWhero am I?™ thougus
1; #in a Christian church, and the pastor cautioning
bis pooplo against too large contributions.”

1 remember reading of a similar ocourrence in a
beathon land, among the new converts to Clristi-
anity; but to bo an eye-witnoss of such a scene in a
CLristian congregation, it seema incredible.

1 watched the pooplo closcly as the boxes were
passed, and becamo more and moro amazed; for
netly every person—mep, womon, and children—
contributod, and did it so oheerfully, oven joyfally,
that it was a pleasure toses them. * I must spenk to
st man, and loarn the secret of ki, success with his
peeple,” thought I.

After tho congregation had dispersed, many of thom
greeling me cordially cs they passed out, I said io

"% the pastor, as hio took me warmly by the hund,

“You must have had sn unusual collection to-day.”

4No,"” ho answored, * no larger than usual. You
heard my caution to my people; they enjoy giving so
mash, that, every now and thou, I find it necossary
‘tohiold them back, lest some of thom do more than
they aro able *“Why,sir!” I oxclaimod.  how
bave you educated them ? Most ministors aro obliged
to mge, coax, and sometimes drive their people to
give”

“Educato thom? With the Bible, o be sure.
They are Cliristinus, and oven the poorost of them
wrut to show their Jove to their Master by obeying
His commnnds.”

B ¢ Christians ! Bat you don't wish mo to nunderstand
B {hat all tho Clhiristians in your cburch contrihute for
benevolent objects Why, sir, in tho communion to
which I belong, two-thirds of the churchies do noth-
ing for Foreign Missions, and mauny of them nothing

{for Homo Missions and other like operations.”

B The old mau raised bis haunds in surpriso and
B lorror, und his voice was very sad as ho answerer,

B “Surely thuy cabnot bo Chris.lans. What book
33 do thoy take as the foundation of their faith? Not

B LeDiblo! for almost overy page of that volume is

f}{ luminous with precepts of love and self-zaerifice. A

Oliristian, aud not love to bostow in ohaxityi It
eannot bo. «But may I ask,” eyeing me curiously,
* what {s the name of your denomination 2"

I biavo nover boon ashamod of my religious homeo;
yot the blood ruahied to my faco as the quostion was
put, aud T hestened to roply,

¢t But, sir, my denomination {s not alone in being
dereliot to duly in tlis mattor, Almost every heno-
voiont organisation is eripplod for the want of funds.
Many Christians foel that they bavo no obligations to
dischargo to othors, at loast psouniarily."

** No obligations !’ oxclaimoed.-thoe old taan. ¢ What
is it to bo a Christian? Is it not to Lo like Christ ?
Why, tho very essonco of Christinnity {a to dony sslf
If thero fs ono duty smphasized, fromn Genesis to
Rovelation, it is tho duty of giving, Don't you ro-
member the many injunctions to God's auciont peoplo
on benovolenco ?

“Q, yes! but many now affirm thoso old Jowish
Iawe woro only for that people, and havo long beon
sbsolete.”

* Obuolete, indeod 1 ropealed thio pastor, as a eu-
rious smile pisyed around his mouth. Dut what do
thoso pooplo do with all the injunoctions of the New
Teatameont on this enme sulject ¢  Are they also ob-
soloto? If so, wo modern Christinns ave much to be
pitied. If, caring notbing for tho interests of our
noiglibour, wo aro to look out only for oureelves, our
tuinds and hoarts will become 8o diwarfed that we shall
bo bardly worth tho saving. DBut, thank God! His
commands aro yet binding upon us; and it is not
only a duty, but a blessed privilego to sow bounti
fully and broadeast of tho rich gits showored upan
us. When my poople aro converted, thoy not only
lay themselves, but their possessions, on God’s altar,
aud thus ench one of them becomes a contro of holy
inflecnce, 8 puint from which radiate beams of mellow
hight.”

The old man had waxzed eloguent as Lo preached.
His oges flastied, as lus tall furm secmed to tower
abovo mo. In his excitoment his tones bLesamo
deeper and moro thrithng ; but while I gazed, spsll.
buund, suddenly ko vauished from my sight.

Behold! nlas! it was only a dream.~Aforning
Star.

BEWARE OF THE SNAKE.

You have hieard of * tho suako in tho grass,” my boy,
Of tho terrible anake in thograss ;
But nuw you must know
Man's deadliost foo
Is & snake of a differant class,

'}
*Tis tho yonomons snako in the arass,

PRACTICE VERSUS PREACHING.

¢ Mothor, how much tobacco does it taks to make
a sormon? "

* \What do you mean, my son ? "

Wby, I mean how much tobacco does father
chow, and low many cigars doos ho smoko, while ae
is making a sermon 2"

¢ Well, the tobacco and cigars don't make tho sor-
mons, do they? "

I don't know but they do——thoy help along, at
any rato; for I hoard father tell Mr. Morris, the
munister who preached for hira last Sunday, that the
could nover write well without & good cigar.’ Sol
thoughit maybo the tobacco makes the sormons, or
the best part of them."

¢ My son, I am shogked to hear you talk so!"

“ Well, mother, X was only telling what father said,
and it made mo think. Ho said that a primo cigar
was o great solaco (whatever that is); and le said,
besides, it drove away the blues—put him inte a
happy framo of mind, and simulated or stimulated
his brain, so io could work better. I suppose stimu-
lato menns to mako one think casier; and I'vo been
thinking, mothor, if [ had somellting to stimulnta my
brain, 1 could study better; and tho next time I bave
cne of those knotty questions in arithmotic to work
oat, I will get & cigar, and see if it won't help me
alopg. You know you often tell mo if I follow my
fathier's oxample I will not go fur asiray; and now
I would like a fow cigars, to make my brain work
wel, so that I can stand at tho boad of my clngs.”

* T hopo I shall nover sce my son with a cigar in
hiis mouth, it would be tho first stap to ruinl"”

¢ You don't think fathoer is ruined, do you? and he
has taken a good inauy steps mnce Lo has taken the
first cigax."

I think, my son, your fathor would bes betler with-
out cigars, or tobacco in any shape ; but ho formed
the Linbit whon ho was young, and now it i hard to
broak off."

** But {athior says ! we aro to blamo for forming bad
Liabits, aud it is a ein (o conlinue in them,’ I heard
him say that in tho pulpit not long ago. Thove is old
Tom Jevkine, wlio gols tight every day. 1 suppore
ho would fiud it rother hiard to loave off drinking
whiskey. But fathior says * it is no oxcuse for » man,
whon ho gots drunk, to say hio is fn tho biabit of gets
tiog drunk’ Ho says it only nrods resolution and
moral courage to broak off bad Liabite,”

* But, my son, smoking tobaoco is not quite drink-
ing whiskey and gotting drunk."

* No, I know that, motlhier ; but I was going on to
say that if smoking was a bad habit, fathor would
havo givon it up longago, But I don't beliove smok-
ing is any hiarm; and it does somo folks o groat deal
of good. You know how nervous and fldgety father
gots whon bio has to go a day without any cigars;
and, besides, he could not write hits sermous withous
them. I am suro, if ho could writo as well and do
as much good without using tobncee, ho would not
spend go anueh for it. When I want to buy a little
candy, or n bit of spruce gum, father tells mo I had
better practiso tho zraco of sclf-deunial and save my
monoy for tho missionary box. DBestdes, he says such
stuff is not good for mo; it will apoil my teoth and
ruin my health. Now,I am quite ccrtnin that father
would not spend so much monoy~more than I ovor
spont {n my wholoe life €or eandy, gum, clothes, and
overy- Inag clee—if ho did not beliove tobacco was a
real benefit to himself and others, Why, mother, do
you know anything about the price of cigars in theso
times ? Cousin Edward Wilkins, who smokes a great
many, says you can't get n decent cigar for less than
fitoun conts} and tho best cost furly and fifty conta
apieer. T heard Deacon Tompkias say his cigars cost
hira six hundred dollara a year; for lio usos nothing
but the vory best, and they are all smported, He
told father so tho othor day, when they were smoking
in tho study after dinner, aud 1 was trying to got my
arithmotio lesson. Now, mother, do you think my
father and tho deacon and a whole host of miuisters
and elders, and tomporanco iecturers, and lots of good
Christian people spend so much mouney to keep thom
selves in bad habits? Why, jast the sum that Dea.
oon Tompkins alono sponds for cigars, would suppoxt
a missionary in tho West for o whole year, and
would bo a better salary than most Western mission.
aries now get. Really, mother, I can't bolieve that
using tobacco is wrong, as long as so many good
Christians uso it. I don't eave so much aboat chow-
ing. I would rather have somo nica clean spruce-
gum, liko thoy havo down in Dickson'sstors; I would
like to smoko as my father does ; and yioase, niother,
givo mo a little money to get some cigars.”

« X{y sop, you may talk the matter over to younr
father. Ask him if ho thinks it w11 improve your
habits and your manners to learn to smoke; if he
approves, you may ask him for a cigar.”"—N, ¥. Rs-
publican.

Dg. LutreniLp, of Lond n,snid to a thoological stu.
dent: “ I will give you my rules for preaching; they
were composed by myself; thoy arc very short, and
I bave put them into rhywmo:—

Begin low,
Go on slow ;
Rise higher,
And take fire;
Woer n08t impressed,
Bo sa. posscased ;
At tho end wax warm,
And sit down in a storm.”

THE THRSE CROWNS.

+ Blessed is tho man that endurety temptation, for
when he is tried ke shall reecive t o crown of life,
which tho Lord has promised to them thai love Him."
—James i. 12. ({Sco also Rew. ii. 10)

«T have fought o good fight. I havo fuished my
course, I have Jeapt tho faith; hensoforth there is Inid
up for me a crewn of rightevusness, whichthe Lord, the
rightoous Judgo, shall give mo at that dey, eud nat
mo only, but unto all thom &iso that love His appear-
ing."—2 Tim. v. 7, 8.

“And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye
shall receivo a crown of glory thsat fadeth not away.”
~1 Pelor v. 4.



