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4. Tnis lea(l8 us to point out another reason foi, regardi ng wvith doubt,
certain surcharges It ' s wlhen there exists a constant and mtyteîrlous
eM1'or. The stamp of 4 centavoq of Columbia, (July, 1883), have CIUARTO
instead Of CUATRO. Now not only bias no (lecree been citeci, or(leringr the
surcharge, not only did the series o? 1,S83, einitted soine mnonthis after, con-
tain 'no 4 centavos, but further there is an error. Cuaarto centavos iicht
mean a quarto centavo (if Nithout lie s), but flot foui- centavoq. Besides
it is constant an(l not accidentai. Is not this an indirect proof of its
falsity ?

It lias been said that autbentic surchargred stamps have the surcharge
upon starnps of a htigleer value. If the assertion is true in general, it is
not for &II absolutely so. We have instanced the 15 centesimi Italiail of
1863 transforrned into 20 in 1886. A too confident conclusion from this
that there wvould lie loss to the forgYer, is mistaken. If the addition of a
surcharge of 205 centi-mes to a stamp of one franc will not render easy and
advantageous its use in the country, it is flot the sanie with collectors. And
if the forger seil for 10 francs the stanip on which hie lias Iost 75 centimes,
lia.% hie not stili a grood enouglh profit to enable hini to purchase a country
house or a cottage by the sea ?

This leads us to say a few words on t'he value of surchiargred statnps.
Here we bave, we believe, one o? the grand reasons why they are called in
question. THEY ARE TOO DEAR 1'Whien one sees a man ask 10 francs for
a surcharge giving to a stamnp the value of 25 centimes, the first impulse is
to put one's hand on his pockt-to defend bis purse. But he is impressed
with the provisional character of these staînps, their present and especially.
future rarity. Often the stamp arr-ives in quantity shortly ater, and one
repents of baving yielded. MNe reccive then, w'ith suspicion, stamps that
are more authentic perhaps.

Who is to blaine ? It is certain that the market value of a stanip does
not agtree witb tbcý facial value. AXgreat rnany cauises give it value. WNe
believe that in gYeneral, %ve sbouild accept ýwith reserve, pieces that are
unique iii the niatter of surcharges, and that if we pay four or fice ffimes
its monetary v'al te for, a stamp, it is wvell paid for. But 've prejudge nothing.
It is for the collector not to be in a hurrv and to take into accotint the
circunistances wvbicb have ruled, in the iaking, o? the surchargre. Tlhere is
always a contingent whicb justifies or excuses the conduct observed.

To what conclusion (Io w~e corne? That it is necessary to study the
surcharges as one bas stu(lie(l the stamps themselves, the prîvate stanips,
the essays, the reprints. Wbhat else is Philately but the attentive study of
stamips ?

Now this study compri.ses the examination of ail the peculiarities con-
nccted wvitli them. It is not enough to arrange their littie forrns in bis
collection. He must studfy the mode of engraving, the system of impression,
the papel', its quality, the watermarks wvhich it contains in its substance,
the presence or absence o? what it is convenient to cal] perforations, the
colour of paper or print, etc. It is only after hiaving exaînined aIl these
points that the collector decides upon the genuineness of a stamp. Let us
do the sanie with the*surcharges; let us search for the order of their birth ;


