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B-jecause God prepared and strengrtheuied hiiîxî to do it. 11e lhad ln-

spired. liiiîî throughl ail the proceedings of that ev'entful day. 11e
lîad accepted by lire tie oflb-ring wichl Elijahi laid. H1e hiad incliuied
the p)eoplie te yield te his ap)peali, and te respoîîd. " The Lord, Hie is
(x n; tle Lord, He is Godl 1"

Iii this way Hie liad dra-wni Elijah upward, gradt(uaily, surely, te
tlîis point, the crownl and culmnination of the whiole affair. H1e hiad
iereased the propliet's faith ami boiduess, and mnade imi sce tiat
'-the set tinie te Laver Israel liad cole." Elijah1 had been led Iiit-e
the council chiaînter of the Most 111gl, and been shown. things
whielh the outwvard seuse could net attain. Before the eloud ap-

l)eared lie liad fereseen its rise. Whien it seenîed a inere speck to
(itier eyes, te huaii it already overspread the sky and pourcd its
showers upon the tiîirsty earth. God educates ]lis servant thius,
iakes Iiimmi a sliarer lu his own. plans,, and bugets iu hlmii an earnest

bînging tha4,, the divine decru shial be perfornied. Iii ail thlese
instances of prayer writteuiiin the Scripture fur ur instruction do
we net sec the doctrine cf our text miade gooe<i? Are they not al
(lear exiiles of aid. and inspiration of the Holy Ghiost? But
there is anether cla.ss of prayers pre-seitetl lu the Bible thiat scei
zit lir-st to vielate this rule. I umeau. those prayers cf Christ and of
podl mon whicli did ix.t gain the zanswer wîlicb tbuy aked-e.g.

Chirist's petition, in Getliseimauîe, tbrice oflered, thiat the cup of suf-

foin ight p.ass awvay, and Paul's praye.r, aise thrice uttered, that,
the tirin lu is ilesli nmiight 1-e reinoved. Mie oppositioni of thiese
cases is appareut, net rmil. Christ did indeed ask fer the reniuvai
of the clip, but lie eacbi tiiiie c<)uple<i thiat pi.tition Nvitb the clause,
'. nevert1îeless, not mny wili but thine lie donc." Iii the agony cf
trial the lleslî rebellec. against blis spirit. For a moment Ibis two-
fold nature wis at strife. He wvishied to escape the pain, lie willed
that God's purpose slieuld be done. Hec spoke bothl thoughlts lu prayer,
but lie mnade the ist bis chlef andi crowning piea. The pria3'cr wa
answered. His fear anmd trenilding passed, away, and coura ge and
power were griven ini their place. "Ami angel frein hieaveil strengthiened
hlmii." H1e arose frein the ground whiere lie hiad falîcu, -%aked biis
slurnberiuig disciples and led. thieiin eut tri ineet the biaud ilhat caie
against Iîiimu. Hic advanced. t> ake and. drink the cup froin wliich
hie askcd, toe udelivoreil. Patul aIso grew stroing and clalîn iii prayer.
IHe sougit, to l>e rehieved, but lie wamis emaled to rejeice in his imitir-
mnit.y for Chirist's sake. His very pain hieeaîne a source cf bomsting


