
TH1E IPHILATELIC A1)VOCATE.

varieties which have no set space in the to have a trial in Chicago, if Postmnaster
printed albums, the collector's faculty for (,4ord(on's suggestions are adopted. H1e has
minute observation recei ves excellent train- submnitted plans for a line of 19.40 mifles,

to connect seven existing postal stations
The blank album plays another inmport- and a railroad depot, and Inter two miore

ant part in the phil.4tFlic wvorld, naiaely stations arîe to be estatblish)ed. The tujbe8
for the rnounting of euitires this beiîîg tlîe are to lie sixteen junches iii diauneter, to
only way of collecting these, as the prinited hold a No. 3 canivas poluch, and the motive
albums only providle space for envelopes pow~er rcconimiended is coînipressed air.
and wrapperi, wvhich have to lie ruinied hy The districts to be servedl cover a coiinbinied
cuttingr to get themn on their alottedlsp)a(e U*i!a Of thuu-ty square miles and have

In oiosing I must state tuit the beauty an approximiate popuiltion of (;O,UUoo
of litving but one or two issues to the pagte pol.l xepaeteewl i
instead of five or six inust Lc seeit to bo straighit lhue for- more than one mîile.
appreciated. There lias alwvays beon something pectu.

liarly f1asciniating to ne iii the acquiring of

United States Minutes. stamlps throuigh amictioni sales, anîd my owvu
collection lias beeîî nostly gatheréd ini by

COIÇDUGTE!) I-Y USONA. that mnethod. Twventy years aigo wh'1en
No legitimate ibsues froia the United starting collectiing, miy general collection)

States for the iaonth, bt l)lenty of sîlecu- wvas built up) by îîackets, but the duplic-ates
lative cards and envelope., for Porto Rico acumu"nlaZted andl my ardor wvaned lu pro.
and Cuba. The 1 and 2 cenit on bine for portion as noue of iny friends lad a collec-
Cuiba are newv, thzo saine on buff and white tion. In 1896i, locating iu a philatelic coini-
are iîaerely a fresh suipply. Onie million 2 initiY, inY books W(ere brotight ont, atiçi
cent and 500,000 1 'eîît stamips have been a dozenl cards were writtcn to miction ini-
surcharged l'Puerto Rico" and sent on, agers for- catailogues, and silice tlinn tttct-
also a supply of 2 and 5 cent envelolies. ions have been niy source of supply. The
Stinps with the former inethod of spelling first thing <iscovered wvas that there are
wvill be good investmnents at current rates. j''autions and autctionis," to use a Popular

Froin JIke':'~xemen live iu expression. Soînie of the mail auctions are
drezid of tice day wlhen their wvives find ont woeful affairs, the managers do uiot seein
howv muchl imoney thuy rcahly speud for to knowv the mceaning of auction. F or iii-
ýtaiziîps." Very truc, 1 loit wvant my wife stanîce the following note was sent me after
to kinow thèb catalogue Value of îny a without reserve mail auction, "1Sorry, but
colîlction. this was the only lot on wvhicii your bid

The Post Office Depart.ment states that could be accepted." My bids were about
a great deal of badly addressed mail iii- cîîrrent prices, aînd the answer clearly
tend<ed for points iu the Unuited States gets showed the affair to lie a sale and 110
ta Havana, Cuba, and that letters for Cebu, ziuctioîî. On the other hand maîîy of the

PI., also get to the Havauia office. mail aictionis are good places *to pick ulp
The Inieumnatie tube delivery systern is -nice lots.


