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be'lutiful Adele lying in peaceful slum-
be8so near hitn. Pausing(- one nio-

Illeeit to quiet bis excitG(I feelings, hie
taRutionisiy unclosed the door, and the
ilext instant stood in the midst of the
ePartment. Good Heavens ! what a
8rerle presented. itself! Stretched on a
1b'er, attired in the vestments of the grave,
laythe body of the Duchess, whiie on
a table near, with the features distorted
by the most loathsomc of ail] di3ases,
iay the severed /ead of her wvhom he
had left in the bloomn of youth and healtb
elld beauty! Tait tapers, piaced at each
etremnity of the bier, shed a ghastly
giare upon this dreadful spectacle ; and
'Utterinq, a smothered cry of horror, the
'Iretched man fell senseless beside the
eead. His mistress had died of smali-
Poxc, after an iilness of oniy six hours,
alici amjd the confusion and dread which,
e4Ways attended this frightful maiady,
lier remnains were> so littie respected,
thàt the coffin having been found too
Ehort, the surgeons had severed bier
head from hier body!

When hie recovered his consciousness,
the Abibe de Rance found himself stili
elOfle with the frightfui images of death.
'i1 a paroxysm of incipient madness, hie
rIjshed. from the apartment, and at day-
break wvas found iying senseless at the
doOr of bis own hotel. When the at-
ten'dants wvho should have watched the
bllches's, entered the room, they found
the Private door unclosed, and a manteau,
Wýhich wvas recognized as belonging to
the Abbe de Rance, together with a
91Ove, stamped witb bis farnily arms,
lYing' beside thie bier. Deatb had be-
trayed the secret of their loves, and ere
the disfigyured remains of the beautifi
Adele wnere deposited in the tomnb, the
whoie court rang, with the tale of hor-
lor.

.This is no wild and unprobable fic-
tion , gentie reader. Such %vas the fate,
ýS recorded in the annals of the time,

of e of the chief ornaments of a court,
"'Id such the revolting barbarity wvhich
characteize, the obseqiïies of youth
and beauty and rank, in the age of'
L«Oui,5 the Fou rtcenth.

.- Months passed aw'ny ere the Abbe de

Rance recovered from the terrible shock.
Madness woulId have been aimost mercy
compared to the pangs of grief, the
stings of remorge, and the fearful recol-
lections wbich. haunted him. day and
night. The image of Madame de Mont-
bazon leaning on his bosom, hier arme
entwined about his neck, bier eyes beam-
ing unutterable tendernesa into bis, was
frigbtfuliy blended with the remem-
iace of the bloodstained head, tha
loathsome features, the glazed and haîf
open eyes which. had $0 lately met bis
view ; and often were his attendants
aroused at deep midnight by the wild
shrieks which told of the horror such
visions awakened in the sufferin.g peni-
tent. But time wrought its -usualàwork
of peace in the beart. Armand de
Rance rose from the bed of sickness
stricken in spirit, desolate in heart, but
resolved to expiate the sin for which ha
had suffered. With a calamess that
seemed almost unnatural, and even led
to the suspicion that the tait of insanity
stili lingered about him, he, set bimself
to the task of reforming bis mode of
life. Dismissing bis retinue of servants,
lie sold aIl bis plate, jewels, and rich
furnitu.re, and distributed their price
amon g the poor. Ail luxury wvas ba-
nished tr-om bis table, and denying hlm.
self even the most innocent recreation,
lie spent his whole time in prayer, and
the study of the sacred wvritings. Nei-
ther the railleries of bis friends, nor tbe
jeers of the gay world could deter hirn
from the course lie had now marked
out for himself. He sold all bis estates,
and relinquished ail bis ricli benefices,
reserving only the Abbey of La Trappe,
whicb. he obtained permission from the
king to hold, flot as a churcli gift, but
simply as an Abbot, subject to the same
laws that governed tbe brotherhood.-
To this humble retreat lie retired ini the
year 1662, bidding adieu for ever to a
world in whicb lie lad, sirined and suf-
fered so much.

His first care, after opening the duties
of the abbey, wvas to reformn the abuses
wvbich liad crept into th 'e fraternity,
throughi the reiaxed dicipline of his
predccesorsî; but fitifing many of the


