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%vealtby days, now shraak from lier presence-
ber applications for assistance were disregard-
cd by them ail, and the sncer of the proud and
tic heartiessa tc erat cvery tura Ah! how
gladly would she have returned t0 lier native
vllage--but ibere wvas none to extend to her
the hond of welcome. llow dia shte lament
ber folly in casting away the gencrous heart of
Walivorth. Too truly heU bis parting ivords
been verified, "lThe nnger of God liad over-
talien lier." Walworîli, from the moment of
separation from Esther, became an altercd
tuant. Misanthropy wvas stamped upon his
visagec-society lie shunncd-with lus book
elone, dia hie hold converse, or quittingr bis
coueh at rnidnigbt, would ramtble along thc
beach-soliîary and saU.

Two years afier this, in the full of 1940, lie'
was sojourning in the western part of lte state
of New York, wviî1 a kind fainily, te whom lie
was distantly related. Tbey had beard of bis
melancholy, and kindly persuaded himt to visit
tbem, in tho hope that a change of scen and
associations would restore hi.u te bis formci
state of mind and body. No amusement or
eomfort ivas negleeied by thcmn iliat coul
contribute to bis bappincess. Among tbe faniî-
fies t0 whorn he was introdued, ivas one by
the ame of Worthingîton, a name whieh lie
bad ofîca becard Esther mention, in their .lays
of blessedness, but w'bichi now made ne par-
ticular impression uipon bis min-], more than
serving to cali up anew bier mcmnory. One
evening, lie liad been invitcd to n party at ilicir
hospitable mansion, and in the course of con-
versation, lie cnccd te mention the naie of
bis native vill-age. «trs. Wortbingîon, one of
tbe most eloq'nî of the p-rty, ail at once bc-
came sulent, whule is kind fricnd took thefirst
oýportunity te change tuec tenor of the dis-
course, and wvithraw bimrufom the apartmcnt.
"My dear Walvorth," said ho, "lperhaps y0ti
arecflot aware tlipt tbe sanie cause wbicb lias
so rticd your peace, lias te, a great degre
wounded iliat of ibis wortby family."

« How men yoi" he.aske,-d, -.sioîîislied ,tt
the intelligence. IlEsthxer Wilson is distantly
relaîcd te them," answercd bis friend, "aînd is
at this moment, subsisting on thecir bounty,
and 1 know tbat any one, possessing ni kniow-
lcge of lier present situation, îvould b e îbcm
tic cause of much unhappiness."

Il Goo hecavens ! ca it bc V' eoxclaiined
Hcnry, Iltlîe young and becutiftil Esthier IVil-
son reduccd to povcrty? How-whlcti- whcre
dit'A ibis occur ?"

"'But recntly."

"And wlîere is she? -injurtd, as 1 have boon
by bier, 1 can yet forgive-pity--and relievo
bier?"I

IlNot Se, my dcar Walwortb, lier povcrîy is
ne crime in tho cyes of îlE iVor lingons--but
-conte, ici us retura t0 the parlor."

Walworth saw by bis look, that sortie great
moral error lind been commiiîtcd by Esther,
and for a moment fclt paralyzcd- wbe, sud-
denly recovering bis presecce of mmnd, IlBut
what," ho exclaimed, grasping bis arm with
tic cnergy of desperation, Il foreaven's sakie
tell mie the triîli-kcep nie not in suspense-
botter Ucciilion te, live in the agony of doubt."

Il Nay, nly good Wclworth, force me not te
an avowcl-suspect the trou-sl, you will net be
miistaýkeni."

Ia one moment2 lie cppecrcd Io 'ive bis life
over agin-"1 lus boyhood's home," fater,
mioiuer, and above cll, Estlur Wilson stood
before luim. The sceiues of lits childluuod, tbo
prcîîy rose-lippcd, blue-cyed girl, wvandcring
wviî! him, * . :îci ii barnd, aiiong tbewoods and
vallcys-Uîat voung girl baisting iet niaidea-
luood-and tbe virgin c&synt:ss first be:raying
itself-tlîcn tîat deep and holy attacliment,
akia t0 the beautitude of heaven-that night,
toe, wlien lie reccived lier vtirtuous betroili-
nmcît-ilicn lier îviîîcring bebaviour te Iiuia in
the pride of ber îilunîiîude and fortune-ail, nil,
came before biim wviti the vividncss of liglît-
ningy-and now lie saw lier a bliglîtcd, ivitîter-
cd flower-a treaiurc dependont upen the
charitable pittance of another-an ouîcasi from,
socitty, a t!îing te lbe poinicd at by tue inger
of scorn-a waaton I Oh! God, howv heavy
bad been bier punislument. But 0 the sequel
of bis sîory-îliat nighlt, on lits retura 'home,
lie fourni ilat te slcp wvcs impossible. Con-
jecture wvas busy witb Iim-,n tiiousand reso-
lutions wcrc furmed, and as qîuiuhly broken.
First, lie thouglît te ccli lier out-forgivcjer,
and offer hem lus buand; but, iben did theo scomn
or the world risc before lin-iis serpent bis
sounded iii lus car, and luis lucrt fatilcd bihm.
Then dia bemeseive to carry lier bac, Io ber'na-
tive Village, and te afford bier a seleiter; but lie,
kncw fiat the busy voice of slcnder %vouldfol-
Iow lier there. Wlunî, huî, %vas te b c donc ?
but ibis-To preteci berz as fat: as flie rules- of
pmoprietY wvould permit,-and withlits littie
nieans to aid lier future days, nnssua-e lier
sorrowS.

Wiili the dawn, lue stood becidc the coucu of
bis relative. He impartc;d o filin biib resolu-
tion and implomed him to nfforl liim a chue te
ber resýidencc. This lic woutld not do. Theb


