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therefore muved from the head of Lake Erie
to Buffalo, whence they were forwarded to the
Niagara district, to join the expedition con-
templated against the Lower Province, and in
part to supply the detachments which had
beenalready drafted from that district,and con
veyed to Sackett's Harbor for the same pur-
pose.

It had been the settled plan of the American
Government from the
commencement of the
war, to make & decisive attack on the
Lower Province. We gather this from
the correspondence between the officers in
command, and the burcau of war at Washing.
ton, and we shall proceed to show how this

Anderican Policy.

allowed, but considered 2t the same time, that if,
in its whole extent, it was not acceptable to his
Excellency he would hold himself ready to em-
brace any modification of them, which might be
more acceptable, and within Brigadier-general
Winder’s powaer.

This proposition appearing to Brigadier-general
Winder to be so entirely within the principles
contained in Col, Baynes’ note, he feels the most
sanguine assurance of itsacceptance, and, without
encumbering it with anything else, he hastens to

submit it without deley.
(Signed) W WINDER,

Brig. Gen. U.S. Army.

No. 4.

Head Quarters, Montreal,
Adjutant General's Office,
April 12th, 1814,

Colonel Baynes has to acknowledge Brigadier-
general Winder's note of the 11th instant, and is
commauded to acquaint him, that the commander
of the forces con'sents to an exchange of hostages,
and all others, prisoners of war in conformity to
the scale of the cartel, under the previous stipu-
lated conditions recited in.his note, viz.—That
the twenty-three British soldicrs first confined as
hostages, and the forty-six. American.officers and
nou-commissioned -officers confined. as bostages,
in retaliation for the same, remain untouched
and be not included in the present proposed ex-
change.

It appearing that the American Government
assert to bave placed:seventy-seven British offic-
ers in confinement as hostages, and the.right to
retaliate in an equal nunber,. being.assumed by
the commander of the forces, it would be neces-

sary to place thirty-one American officers in

similar restraint, in order to hold seventy-seven
to restore in exchange ; but to avoid the perform-
ance of so-unpleasant & task, it is proposed that
it be taken for granted tbat this further act of
retaliation has been carried into effect, and that
the pumber of hostages.on both sides, being
cqual in number, amounting {o seventy-scven, are
Geclared released as hostages, and placed on the
footing of ordinary prisoners Of war, 10 be ex-
changed as such, in conformity to the-cartel.

That this meéasare take place immediately in
Quebec, and-with the.least possible-delay-in-tho
United States and Halifax,

The exchange contemplated, is to include every
Individual held as a prisoner of war connected

with the army of British North America, coth-
meuncing from the first act of hostilitics on either
side, excepting only twenty-three British soldiers,
and the forty-six American officers and non-com-
missioned officers to be reserved as hostages; it
being further stipulated that the last-mentioned
forty-six will be placed on the footing of ordinary
prisoners of war, and exchanged as such when-
ever the twenty-three British soldicrs are 5o re-
lcased or delivered over for exchange.  «

The details contained in Brigadier-general
Winder’s note of the 9th instant are accepted of,
as forming the outline for a mutual arrangement

for carzying the exchange into effect.
(Signed)  Epwarp Bavxes,

Adjutant-gencral, B.N.A.

No. 5.

Head Quarters, Montreal,
Adjutant General's Office,

April 12th, 1814,

Colonel Baynes has to acknowledge Brigadier-
general Winder’s note of the 11¢h instant, and is
commanded to acquaint him, that the commander
of the forces has no objection to the principle
upon which his exchange Is proposed by the Se-
cretary of State as a preliminary measure to his
entering upon the proposed negotiation, provided
that the basis upon which that negotiation is to
be conducted, is in its principle admissible, and
holds out a fair and areasonable prospect of pro-

ducing the desired end.

His Excellency considered the proposal as stat-
ed in the Secretary of State’s letter of 19th March
as coming under that description, and the accom-
panying letter of instructions of the same date,
comporting with the saine, he did not hesitate to
grant his consent. to the proposed exchange of
Brigadier-general Winder, as a proper pre-
liminary measure; but.z subsequent commu-
nication from the Secretary of the United States,
being reccived by Brigadier-general Winder, and
represented by bim to bave been introduced into
the frst instructions, slterations in themselves
inadmissible in principle, and that the same had
been omitted by error in transcribing the first
copy, and werc therefore to be considered as
forming the text and spirit of the proposition.
The commander of the forces considered himself
absolved from his assent to a document which
had, from the act of the proposing party, become
s nullity; and thereby cancelling whatever might
have cmanated from it, and that he was atliberty



