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the Hohenstaufens, the Capets, the Plan-
tagenets ever professed themselves dutiful
sons of the Church ; they had no thought
of denying, any of lier dogias. And yet
the>' weie laboring utterly to destroy lier
teaching authority. By their scandalous
simony, they filed ecclesiastical benefices
with unwvorthy men ready to obey a
prince's heck and nod, ready to teach
anything hie desired-men whose disedi-
fy'ing lives were calculated to extinguish
ail piety in the people. By their defiance
of Papal censures, they deprived the
Church of the power te reforrn the many
disorders to which their simiony gave rise.
By their assumed control over Pontifical
elections, their assumcd right te raise and
depose those Pontiffs wvhom it pleased
tberm, by their support of pretenders who
disputed with the true popes the bornage
of the faithful, they underînined belief in
Anostolic Succession and in the infallibility
cf the Holy See, and by their frequent
prohibitions of communication between
bishops and the Pope, they prepared the
way for the great breach of religious ur1ity
and the esrablishmient of national churches.
And ail these things they did because of
the universal application they gave te the
principle, quod principi piacziit legis
I bit ig zorem. The corollary of this
principle, itself the second great principle
cf Cîesarisni, they did flot date te draw.
Not Frederick Hiohenstaufen, nor Henry
Plantagenet, nor Philîp cf Valois ever
proclairned c«Izes est re,,io ejus est
re/igo. But their flot doing se mnerely
proves that their faith ivas stronger than
their logic.

Their successors were less scrupulous.
T1he Reformers would have acconiplished

little or nothing," says Dr. Broivnson, Ilif
politics had net c,.me te their aid. Luther
would have bellowed in vain hiad hie not
been backed by the powerful Elector cf
Saxony, and inimediately aided by the
Landgrave Philip ; Zwingle and Calvin
wvould have accornplished nothirg in
Switzerland, if they liad flot secured the
aid of the secular arm and followed its
wishcs; the powerful Hugenot party in
France wvas more cf a political than of a
religc'ious party, and it dwindled into insig-
nificance as soon as it lest the support cf
the great lords.......l Deniark,
Sweden, and Ncrway, the Reform wis
purely the act cf the civil power :in the
United Provinces it wvas cmnbriced as the

principle of revoIt or cf national indcpend-
ence; in England it was the %vork, con-
fessedly, of the secular govertnient, and
%vas carried out b>' court and parliarnent
against the wishes cf the majority ef the
nation." Mhile the revoit wvas yet only
beginning, while there wvas stili hope that
religious and politîcal unity migbt be
restored te Gerrnany, thîs hope was ren-
dered vain by the alliance entered into
bet-ween Catholic France and Protestant
Swedeu. France remained Cathoiic in-
deed, but the spirit cf nationalism fostered
by the greatest cf hier kings, the tendency
to political idolatry which bas been the
banc of ail nations, took deen root, and
before long bore fruit in the French
Revolution. Trhe French are reputed the
niost inexorable logicians in the wcrid,
and their actions in '89 certainiy menit
theni the title. While England and Ger-
rnany stop) short at the declaration of their
absolute independence of the Vicar
of Christ, France declares its absolute
independence of Christ hiniself. Henry
VI 11I's Parliamient soleni nly denies
that any foreign potentate bath any
jurisdiction within the realmi cf England;
the National Convention solemnly denies
the existence cf God. Rome is entered
by the arnmies cf the Directory, and de-
clared a Republic. And as Pius VI. lies
dying in captivity at Valence, the wonid
triumphantly exclaims that the Church is
at an end.

Ten years later, however, the Churcb
ivas stili in existence, and aneiber Pius in
captivity wvas calmly refusing the con-
queror cf Europe the riglit of revising its
Constitution. "IWbatdoes the Pope mean,11
said Napolcon, Ilhy the threat cf exccm.
municating mie? Does bie think the wcrld
bas gone back a thousand years ? Does
lie suppose the arns wvi11 fali from the
hands of my soidiers ?" Listen te the
comment cf Sir Arcbiibald Alison, the
Protestant bistorian of Europe: " lWithin
two years ater th ese remarkable words were
written, the Pope did excemmunicate him,
in return for the confiscation of bis wvhole
dominions, and in less than four years
more, the ar-ms did fail from the hands
of bis soldiers ; and bosts apparently
invincible, wbich hie had ccllected were
dispersed and ruined by the blasts cf
winter." And Alison adds : "lThere is
soiiiet ing in these îaarvelieus coincidences
beyond the operations of chance, and


