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r > STORY biad recorded therisc and fait of niany Ipo%-
erful nations thba t had
-4honc in their elilienîeral

~~-I brigbltniess,nd dark clouds
had long dinmmed their

firmament, ere Carthag~e had taktnt a fore-
motplace anogthe giant ilsta

v'ied for the proud title of inistress of the
world. l'le exact date of the foundation
of Carthage lies bidden beneath a veil of
obscurity, for it bas beei bier donîn to be
fully knuwn offly wben slie biad passed the
period (if bier nieridian tyhîry. Fromn out
the tangled skein of varionus mythokaigical
accotunts. we ran disengage a fcw scattered
îbreads tbat %vill enable us to reconstruct
to a toleraffle degree of ccrîainty bier early
carcr.

Tboughi the site of Cartlage lias been
known for centuries, yet only in recent
years ban, its cxact location ccasei! t be
ont:o ute icost ve.xed questions of classic
lore. A\îid tbe înany contradacor. re-
cital., of ils foundatimn, tbe miost probable
is ihiai t 'vas est.ablisbied- about one hun-
dred and tbirty.îbree years after the fali
of Troy, by I ido, who tied froni Tyrc,
owving tu the cruel exactions of bier brotbler
I>gnîalion and landed on the coast of

Africa. 'l'le natives fe.tring« a rival liover,
would grant bier <mnlv as niuch urmind as
could bc c<iverccl wvit a buWls bide, but
tbe crafiy I)ido, dislplaingiI that, deceit
îvbich dIe mo1re Cnlli-Ilhene:d blave tcio tilten,

,nnf.îdin thecir de.tling.s wvilî Ible luss
cultured, band ecouUrse m an gewu
artifiree cnt Ible blide into snliall1 strilîs
and thetrcby ecit.ed: a considcrable pur-
tion of territury. Ftir ibis reasuin it was
calle(1 Byrsa and ujiion it 'vas iade the
first settulit. As the inhiabita-nts raj id-
ly iultij>lied, Carthîage arose and lByrsa
beramie thc ritzadc. of tbe City.

''le fabled visit of Aencàs to tbe sbores
of .Xfrica whien Dido ivas engaged iii
building tbe toîvn bars ifforded tbe Mani-
tuan bard the opjmortuiîy of giving, us,
beneath the cienisliisnett of pma.ic dic-
tion, a, faitbiful discription of the appear-
ance of Carthage. Aecis, woèrn out with

long suffering and unccasing calaii
tics, was at length, driven to the Lihvaîi1
sbores, into a deep recess forîned by the
prom ontory of 1-ermnaeun on tbe eam%î

an btat of Apollo on tbe 'vesi, and shul.
tered from the stornmv sea by an island ait
its niouîb, generally supposed to be the
peninsula of Carthage itself. We n:iiglit
followv Acncas, guided by bis goddess-
notbcr, 10 tbe slpaci' .îîs, gorgeous lialls tif
1)ido, and there see lier scated on hc
lofty tbrone dispensing justice to bier sub-
jects. The gFrandeur and Eplendour of
Cartbage is fnlly estahlisbied and needs no
no further proof tban tbat addressed by
bini wvbc bad bee',, tbe valiant defender
of far renowvned 'i roy, and ivbio ias t be
the founder of proud, iniperial Romie,
Miben lie gazed in astonisbinîent upon tîle
vast extent, tbe massive wills, Uic lofty
toîvers, and frowinig citadels of the City

I'3hraur îîiî>Im e nea iimpglia qisondaniz
Mlir.aîur puirt.-is stremiuiiicîe ct sirama vhirtumn

Nor nîiust wve ivondcr at the aniazc'nent cit
.Xeîîes, for tlîere l:ay ble'eatb bis View a
citv wvbose magnitude rivalled ibant (if
ancient Babylon, wvbose trip>le line of walls
enclosed the 'vhole îîeninsula i nd render-
cd tbe town alîniost inîpregnable.

If wve biad the pîower of îransporting
our-selves back a feiv centuries in the
ainais of tlie wvorld, %ve cotild se te un-
fortunate, bieroic I )ido, aifer baving biad
to 1h Ibhe persecurions of an unnatural
brother to bear ail] tc cartes and aniiiety
consequent upon tîte founding of a colon,
forccd, irn orcler Io avoid tie inîjuioitt1111!
tics of Iasbasi k-ing of Maurntania, w-ho
dcemnded ber in inrriage, t 1scend IIhe
funeral pile anîd ther pmut ain end 10 becr
existence, thuls escajnnglq 'baî -,he heîd tiI
be unlitily nuj>tials. Aller bier untinîely
deatb, Cartlhage ceased Il bc a iionaircbvi
and beciea nib iveî cl be called al]
oligarchicalrebi.

But before continuing Uie bistory <'f
Cartbage, it would be ivelI to castî a
cursory glance ulion lier religion anti
mode of gýovernmienîi, for tlos t
very grent, extent affect tic devulouieni

ofcbaracter, and consequently c.xerci>u
a p)overfl inflluence upion thc destin-
ies o? ai nation. l-he Punic religioni wà.i


