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Empire, and which, if not averted,
would shake the Empire to its very
foundations-from the farm and the
factory, from the workshop and the
office, fron the Universities and other
halls of learning, came forth Canada's
sons asking to be allowed to stand
shoulder to shoulder with the regulars
of Britain and with their brother volun-
teers of the Australias ini upholding the
conmon cause of all on the battle fields
of South Africa. And while to-day
nany Canadian hearts are torni wvith
grief, and sorrow fills manv a Canadian
home, the nation is richer and str-onger;
its character is tinged with a deeper hue
and its life will be fuller and nobler by
the death roll of Paardeberg, for tliat
list of dead is the blood-written charter
of Canada's adnittance to the ranks of
nations who recognize that their re-
sponsibility for the maintenance of
freedom and justice extends bevond
their own iumediate borders.

F UROPEANS have been wont to
4 sneer at the follv of the British

Government in not adopting conscrip-
tion or enforced service in the armîy.
That is the system iii vogue in other

European countries, and to its existence
the United States and Canada owe tens
of thousands of their sturdv farmers of
different nationalities who left their
native lands to avoid the risk of being
called upon to serve.

So much for conscription.

.**

Wlen things looked ugly for England
in the Transvaal, and foreign interven-

tion seemed possible, a call wvent up for

volunteers. Over two thousand Cana-
dians were at the scenle of hostilities as

soon as they could be transported there.
Thousands were ready to follow if only
given the opportunity. The same thing
occurred in Australia and New Zealand,
in Cape Colony and Natal ; whole regi-
nients of volunteers and militia offered
theiselves in England ; and there are

included in the British forces in South
Africa to-day over thirty thousand men
wlio thus souglit permission and were

proud to be accepted to fight for their
Sovereign, and of the whole ariv of
over 140,000 under Lord Roberts, not a

single mian need have served IIer Ma-
jesty to the dav of his death if lie lad
iot wished and volunteered to (10 so iii

the first place.

''his is under the systen that foreign
critics describe as a disnal failure.

* *

T the request of President Kruger,
President 'IcKinlev offered his

services as mediator to the English
Government with a view to bringing
about peace. Kruger made a similar
request to the governments of all the

leading nations, who politelv but firnly
declined to interfere in a natter in

which England had stated she would
not tolerate interference.

Of such is the statesmanship of

United States Presidents.

***

- Two years ago all Europe was readv

to interfere between United States and

Spain, with a vie- to saving the latter

froi the full effects of lier inevitable

defeat. A hint that England's navy

woluld he at the disposal of the United

States iii the event of the latter heing

nenaced by other powers, kept tle rest

of Europe quiet, and the Republic vas

allowed to crush Spain and reap tle
fruits of lier victories.

Of such is the gratitude of the United

States.
*

* *

W E like iidividuality and character
in a climate no less than in a

human being. Insipidity in either is an

offence against nature, but Canada's
climuate as we know it in these days of

March, possesses an individuality that

is a crime against nature, lumîanity,

and everything thiat lives and tries

to live, except the coal dealer.


