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FLOÂTfINGS.

T RE wiud lu the British Channel last Friday blew
from West South-Weat. On Saturday il sbifted

weztward, sud bas ince blown from North te East.
The arrivais of vessela fromt the Atlantic have been, te
a fair extent, early Ibis week, but bave fflen off the
hast few fisys. Amougat the arrived, Ihere are only
four grain and seefi-laden vesels reported aI ports of
cail, viz. :-Two witb wbeat frorn Odessa; two wltb
maize, eue froni Philadeiphia sud eue froni New
York.

n7e AYlating Grain Cargo Trade.-As migbî have
bosu expected froni the extraordiuarily severe finan-
cial criais, wbicb attained ils beighb hast Friday, trans-
actions lu the fioating grain Irade, sud in the general
coru Irade, have been llmited, every prudent trader
cenfiuing bis engagements le a minimum. Notwith-
standing the criais, grain pricea bave been ateadily
maintained. The total ameunt of business transacted
during the last eigbt daya ameuuted te 19 cargoes,
viz., 16 of wbeat sud 3 of maize.

W7eat.-The war influence, tbougb cast lu the
abade, at leasI for a lime, by the deranged state of the
money market, bas stili exerciaed ils influence lu
malulaining lasI week'a pricea. Iu the few transac-.
tions wbicb bave taken place, full prices bave been
paid, the npward tendency bahxg checked by the pre-
valliug higb discount rates.

Wheat arrived 12 cargoes.
Maize.-The demaud bas been fairly active aI lutI

week's prices. For fine cargoea, whicb are acarce, 6d.
miore bas been paid.

Maîze arrived, lwo carge.
Barley.-The demaufi bas beau quiet at about last

week's rates. No sale bas been reported.
Iu Bpe ne transaction bas taken place. LasI week'a

pricea ara nominally quoled, viz: Danubian, Eue, or
Odessa, 27s. le, 28s. per 480 Iha.

Beans.-This article continues scarce, ne sales bave
beau reported Ibis week, sud prices are uomldnally
unaltered, via: for Barbary Beasa about Ils. te 42s. per

4W lbe. GENERÂL REMÂRXS.
The weatber lu the United Kiugdorn tbia wesk bas

beeu similar te tbat of last week-uucongeuial, more
like wiuter Iban spriug. The barometer bas iudicated
a bigber atrnospberic pressure, but the temperature
hasbeenow anfiou several nlghls frosly. The wind,
whicb last Friday blew West sud Nortb-WeaI, bas
turned te North and Eust, blowlug at limes wllh greal
force. The sky bas beau geuerally cloudy sud foggy;
rai bas fallen lu mauy parts of the United Kiugdom,
and lu some places beavily. Since yeslerday the wea-
ther bas aaaumed a more settled appearauce.

The prevaleuce of rain aI a time when aunshine was
most required, sud of harah easterly wluds, inslead ef
a ganiai halmy temperature, bas had au unfavourabîs
affect ou vegetatien, wbicb la generally lu a backward
iltate now, under the bligliting influence of cbilly
easterly winds lu daytime, sharp, uightly froas, and
cold rain te bool. The grewing cereal cropa bave
changefi their luxuriant appearance te eue of little
promise. The wbeat crop, ou the baavy land especially,
la spindly, sud bas assurnad an uubeaitby yellowial
colour; sud the laIe aowu spring cern bas, in many
places, beaunlppad. On some loaJny lands the plant
la sparse. The fruit Iresawbicb were at the lime in
bloom, have beau extensively darnaged by froat, and
lu consequauce a amail fruit crop la in prospect this
year. Petato planting bas been nearly cempleled.
This operalien bas been later Ibis year than usual.
Maugoîfi wurtzai planting la drawhîg te ils close.
Turnip aewing bas commenced, sud la progresaiug.

Supply.-The supply of berne-growu wheat bas heen
Ibis week aI meat rmarkets amalltr than lu previoni
weeks, owiug priucipally te the dimliabed number
of corn stocka lu the country. The deliveries of home-
growu bai-bey sud oas have dwlndled dowu te very
unimpertaut quantities. The foliowing la a compara-
tive saternent of the quantity of cern returued as sole
lu 150 tewxxs lu Englaud sud Wales lu tbe week eudiuj
May 121h, 1866, sud the corresponding weak ilutlb
years 1862 l 1865, accerding te the Adt 0f Parliamnt,
27 sud 28 Vie., cap. 87, witb the average pricas for lbe
sanie perloda:

Wheat.
qi-s.per qr.

1866... 59,964 a146s 9d
1865... 74,M69" 40s lld
1864 ... 68,066 "88a 9d
188... 68.575 "46t3 2d
186... 52,477 "5Ma8d

Bai-bey.
qra. per qi-.
6,441 a1 864d
8,387 29a 7f

11,721 8"sO8d
6,M65" 34d
9,220 "87a 8d

Oas.
qi-a. per qi-.
1987 aI 249 10f
6495 "28s 8f
6482"19a 5d
8107 "228 Id
8194 "228 Id

Importg.-The importaet foreign grain into theb
United Kingdom amount this week to an average s
quantity, the larger proportion consisting, as usual, of r
wheat. The importe of maize rank next lu degrea off
importance. Those of barley exhibit a slight lallingr
off compared with the large importation of precedingy
weeks. The importa of oat8 are to a fair exteut, and i
those of flour show a considerable diminution. '

Thie British Corn Trede.-The disastrous eventa oft
the la8t eight days will occupy a conspicuona place in
the annals of finance. The panic of Friday the llth of
May, 186, will be long remembered in counection with
the breaking down of the reuowned discount cern-i
pauy, Overend, Durney & Co., (Limited), which
brought business in aimost ail the branches of
business to a sudden stop. Trade appeared para-
lyzed, and did not recover from the shock tili
the suspension of the Bank of Englaud Charteri
Act. The panic has subsided as rapidly as it had 1
risen, and although distruat has flot yet entirely dia-
appeared, the worst la past, anfi confidence is gradually4
returning. It lsasatiafactory to notice that i thej
midat of this criais the corn trade, amougst other tradea,1
has perhapas uffered the least. True, its activity basi
been arrested: ail prudent men, as became the doubt-
fui occasion, hauled in, instead of lauuchiug out into
new operations; but prices of mioat articles, so flar from 1
giving away, have kept steadily in au upward direc-
tion, though checked by thehbigh 10Oper cent. minimum
Bank of Englanfi rate. Il la to be hoped that tbis
crushiug bigh rate, at which no profitable business
can be carried on any length of time, and which
muat seriously interfere witb legitiniate enterprise,
wWl soon be lowered. The threatening war on the
continent hias been the mainspring of the firmness lu
the corn trade thia week, strengthened by the lateat
lesa favourable barve8t prospects i the United King-
dom, the growlug cereal crops having suffered through
nigbt froata and colfi raina. Added te these fadas, the
further diminution of stocka of grain ta farmersl banda
(lu some places quite exhausted), and the moderate
importa of foreign grain int the United Kingdom,
without tne prospects of any important augmentation
fromn any quarter for some montha te come, bas been
taken int account. At the sane ime the cousump-
l ion of breadâtuMl bas continued as large as nsuai at
thias eason of the year, and rnay rather increase, lu
consequeuce of the stock of old potatoes running
short; the new crop being lu a backward state, wil
not be available tiIl a much later perlod than last year.

sPolitical affaira at home have been thrown into the
L*shade Ibis week hy the momentous fluancial criais.

Even the Reform Bill bas been lost sighl of for a lime.
There la, however, good reason te believe Ihat both
ther franchise and the redistribution of Seals Bill, will,
with sight modifications, become law Ibis session.

3Abroad, war preparations have centinued, though aul
f parties have bown more heitation i precipitatiug
3the outbreak of war. Wise counseis are at work on
1the part of Englanfi, France aud Russia, to briug
rabout a peaceful solution of exiating dissensions. A

1 Peace Couférence la spoken of. No sacrifice lu behaîf
Bof pence eau be too great, comparefi with the horrors
Bof war-the miseries it createa-Ibe ruin it infliits, even

ou unhorn generationa. For the sake of hurnity it
la to be hoped that 8o fearful a scourge may be averted.

ï lb la not like a mysterieus visitation of choiera, au
t eartbquake or au extensive conflagration. War entails

ievila purely of man's own creation and bis own power
Ito avoid.

Italy appears te bave been carried away by a ferveur
akin te deaperatien. Nolhiug shortloetIhe possession
of Veuetia acema likely te allay the frautic ardeur of
the Italiaus. Naither national bankruptcy uer the
possihilily ef dafeat, sud tba destruction of the fiewer
ofîbheir yeuths, when brought face te face in the deadiy
encounter witb the well-traiued Austrian solfiera, can
stop tbam lu their maddeued carear. But ini Austria
sud Prussia the people are net led away by an ides,
sud well may liseir atatesmen hesitale te leap ie Ibeh
uuknewu future, consideriug the lilîle aI beat lbey
bave te gain, sud the fearful issues aI stake. The
present fluancial criais lu Europe offera but a bitter
foretaste of whal rnay he expected wbeu the terrible
realities of war come geueraily te be feIt.

The foleowiug la a briaf summary of the movemeuta
of the trade lu tue United Kingdom Ibis week, lu rela-
tion te ils principal articles:-

W7eat.-Uuder the influence of the financlal panic,
MilIars, Dealers, sud Bakera bave acted with gi-ast
caution, abstaining from eutertng upon engagements
of importance. The comparatively amallquantity Ihat

bas cbanged banda bas been at fully late prices, inx
some mnarkets la. te 2s. dearer. For Fleur tbe de-
manfi bas been quiet at about late prices. lu Bar le.,
there bas not been much business doing, but late
prices bave been maintained. Oats-Heavy sorts,
wblcb are scarce, have fetcbed quite as mucb money
as last week; but iu order te dispose of ligbt sorts,
which abonnd, a slight deliue bas had te be submit-
ted to. Bean8-Owing to scarcity, prices have agaîn
advanced la. to 2s. per qr. Feas have beeu steady ius
price, with a moderate amount of business dolng.

Maize-Good sorts have been lnUar demand aI lutI
week's prices.

The Foreign Corn markets are reported as follows:
The BalIic ports have confinued firm in prico, witb

few grain shipmenls lu progresa. lu the Danube the
trade bas contiuued quiet, aud pricea ofiMaîze slightly
lower; other articles unaltered lu value. At Odessa,
according to latesl advices, a firmer toue bas gained
ground for Grain, which hafi a hardeniug effect upon
p rices, with a fair amount of business doing. At
Trieste, the rise lu the currency bas cauaed largo
operationa lu Grain at reduced prices.

lu France the trafie bas heen steady, witb a rather
lmproving tendeucy. The lateat reports about the
growlng cereal cropa are not of the samne favourable
turu as previons ones, it being statefi that the sharp
easterly winda and the col d ramn had cauaed the
growing Wheat cropa to assume a yellowlsh hue, but
at preseut no positive damage la apprebended. The
Itye plant bas sprung into ear, and appeara genierally
satisfactory.

CIRCULAE TO VAIUFACURER8 AN<D CON-
BIOKERS 0F POT AND PEARL ÂSHEB,

WE commeufi the following Circular to the atten-
E fou of tbose interealed:

The close of reciprocitv between Canada and the
United States, leaving operators in Ashes more de-
pendent ou Great Britalui for a mnarket than hitherte,
we take occasion to draw the attention of manufac-
turera to the ruie observed there, of deducling one-
eigbth of the grosa wei ght as tare, irrespective of the
actual weigbt of the cair, and to urge the iportance
of usine ouly beavy barrela, as shippers lose inAshes
any deticieucy on thb l proportion, and of course regu-late prices accordingly.

Iu order, Iherelore, te secure. full prIces, jet al
barrels be strong andi beavy, weighing, when, thor-
ough'y seasoued, at leasi ne-1g%, of the grosa wheu
ffi; thus, for example, a barrel weigbing 6W0 Ibo.

goa sbould be 75 iba. tare; 700 iba. grosa 88 Ib8. tare;
80 rosa 100 Iba. tare, &c. Any proportion below

thia 18 a lase, wbile snytbing above lase much gain te
the shipper. Barrels, moreover, muaI be of the legal
dimensions, 20 te 22 luches diameter of head, aud 80
te 82 luches length of atave, as longer or amaller are
coudemned and forfeited. Suitah e timber, careful
seasoning, sud good workmansbip are aise meal li.
portant. When obtainable, use only white oak or
white ash, as these are reckoned beat; let the barrels
be arnply covered with substantial. wooden hoopa, aud
be as air-tlght as possible, else the Ashes are hiable to
deterioralion by the action of the air, te lo88 in weigbt
hy scrapiugs, aund the harrel itself te be damaged andi
forfeitefi lhrougb the liqulid Ashes eating through the
seama.

The virtual close of the American Markets, wblch,
have bitherto abaorbed the bnlk of inferior Ashes,
will necessitate îucreased care andi akillin order te
the production 0f ouiy firat sorts, as ne other promises
to commandi a price for Britalu, a I ail remunerative te
the producer. The grades established by law are laI,
2nd, sud Srd sorts, and unbrandables Nos. 1, 2, 8i 4,
and 5, an additioual eighth hein g taken off the sellîng
price of firsis for eacb grade helow. Thua unbrand-
able No. 8 would bave live-elghths deducted from the
selling price.

Firat sort Pot Ashes coutalu aI least 75 per cent. of
aikali, and lirat: Pearla 65 per cent,, eachi grade below
being 10 per cent. leas. Imperfeet leaching, and
aduterationa, are the fruitful causes of iuferiority.

iThe ulmoat care lu leacbiug la uecesaary, e8pecially
wheu using field-ashes; if the ley dees net corneof
clear it should be mun tbrough a second lime, or a
efteu as uecessary te obtain purity, eiae nothlug but
inferior Potash can be produced. No adulterationa,
of sait, lime, sanfi, or foreigu substance wbalever,
should be uaed, as the utmost purily la ueceasary te

Ethe requisite per centage of sîrengtb. As the manu-
facture of Pearl Ashes requirea practIcal experleuce
sud skili, we only add ou thia hrauch that thxe defi-
cieucy lu strength, which. causes se large a proportion
eto Pearla te ha classed second sort, our Inspectera, lu
moat instances, attribute te the workin& in of setîlluga.
This sbould, of course, ho guarded againat.

lu packing, the Ashea should reniai» tili quite celd,
and be emptiefi by coolers i tte barrel, with as lite
breakage as possible, and the coolera used should be
of such size as that the contents of Iwe ahould'ampl1

rfill the barrel; lunen case, hewever, sbould weodT
araw ashes, or other substance, be used te fili up -te
rbarrel, and even of lime, ne more than a spriiklig

sufficieultet absorb any surplus moisture. lu for-
3wardiug, the name or initiais, hotb 0f owuer sud cou-

sIguee, together wilh the tare sud a running number,
should be neatly and legibly marked lu paint ou oe

8end of the barrel, sud hoîh marks sud numbers speci-
Sfied lu the sbipplng recel IKand letter of advîce, that

the consignee may readil ideutify the proprîty of
each consigner respectiveI y, aud the confus on sud
delay efteu occasoned by neglect of Ibis simple i-e-

tqulaîte be lbereby ave o KRPARI.

a ~General Commission Mercbants,
t June, 1866. Ment-sai.
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