
DIL y pORTIONS. MloPday. David's victories. 2 Sam' la: 8'19. ritesday. A song

of victory. Lx. .1:.11. Weditesa'ay. Divine preservation.iCr :11.7usd.

Trust in God. lVs. 144. Friday. Dclivcîance froyn God. Ps. 13: 32.50. Satturday.

Praise for deliverancC. Ps. 54. Sabbalhi. The soul'5 warffnne. Eph. 6: 10-20. ( The 1. B.

B.. Scedtifl._______

I4ELPS IN STUDVINGL

INTRODUCTORY. 'Upon.hearitlg of the death of Na'hnsh, king of Amamon, ?Da'id renier-

bering past kindness shewn ta hlm. by Na'hash, sent. kindly message ta Hapnun congratula-

inç him on his accession, and offering syrnpathy~ in connectiofi with his fatheî's death. The

princes of Aramon evidently despised David, being jealous of his growing power. They per.

suaded 1-lanun that David's messengers, were simply spies in disguise. After subjectirig thera

ta the vilest insults they sent theni hack. Knowîing that David would flot allow such an out-

rage ta pass unavenfied, they immediately prepared for war. Thcy succeeded in gettin the

AYa.mie'aXs of Zo'bh ehb a.aha and Tob ta make commafi cause with tei

These realms furnished 33,000 hired soldiers. Parallel passage i Chron. 9.19.

LBssoN PLAN. I. In l3attle Array. vs. 8-1 n. 11. Eneraies Vanquished. vs. :2.19.

1. IN BA'Tri.F ARR.AY. B. Children 1Play the man-Act the truly raanly part.

of Ammon-~Descendants of Tn-.mi, a No grander sight than seeing nmen acting the

sort of Lot. Gilead to the est of the Jordan imanly part. "1Quit you like men, be strong"

was the chief partion of their possessiOns. (n Cor. 16: 13.) F'or aur peolpte-Two

"lThey appear ta have led a ivandering, pedla- noble incentives ta faithfulness set forth. i.

tory life, similar to that of the wild Arab ~SOur people." 2. "'The çities ofour God."

tribes." Came ouat-" Fram their cities ta Like Ne-he-Ti'ah's wvurds of encouragement

the capital (Rab'bahl, and put theniselves in ta his faithful wari<ers on the ivalis af je-rusa-

array before thegate.' Were by themiselves lema (Neh. 40 14.) True patriatisin will

"CWho came and pitched before Mcd 'e-ha " 1quieken the spirit af heraisni. "L1ove for ane s

(i Chran. î9:-7). Î: Joab-Da.vid's neph. 'couritry mubt be field in harmony with and in

ew and the cam-maiider-in-chief of his array: subordination ta, lave for the christiar' brother.

brav skilful, ambitiaus, but unscrupuloui and hood, united i spiritual felosi adcn

revengeful. The front of the battie was fined ta no nation." It was all.iniiportaflt ta

apairst him-"l The battie was set against' revent an lsraelite city fram falling into the

hbm " (R. V.) The twa armies of the Aramon- U ands of a heathesi people, and have the rites

ites andl the Synians were drawn up facing of Ma'lech substituted for the worship af jeho-

each other, the former in frant af the city vah. Which seemneth hlm good-Ex-

Rabblah, the latter in thue plain in front af i pression of their strong confidence in God and

Med'eba; so that if Joab proceeded ta attack 1 humble subraission ta his will. Faith in God

the one, the other. wauld be in his rear. AttI 1is thxe root of ail Christian courage "iand every

the choice men of tsrael-Joab divideçl his christian excellence." "gThe hattle is the

farces. esletd the most comeei n Lord's" (i Sama. 17: 47). 13.DrV il

slcilled of the array ta march under hiraself to a unto the battie (R. V.)-Hawever numerous

f*ebattle ta the Syrians, the more formidable and formidable aur enemies may be we mxust

oe. 10. The rest-ie leit in charge af bis not give way hefore themn for a single moment,

'brother Ab.ilsbai, ta keep in check the Am- but caurageouslY confront thern and put thera

plonite axmny. 11. Thou shalt help me- ta fiight They fled-They retreated before

The brothers nxutually agreed ta watcb each the onward march of Joah's army. 14. They

other~s interest and welfare, and in a moment's; likewise fled-The army of Am'mor', an

rime if need be, render assistance. "1Mutual seeing the Syrians fieeing, bast courage and

helpfulness is brotherly duty." (M. Henry). i grew disheartened. Cawardice on the part of

It i thedutyaf hrist s soldiers as bretbrefl ta leaders xvill infect instantly al tern n

consider one another's condition ; ta sympa- file of their follawers. Returned-Na good

thize with andl render timely belp. Look « «flot reason can be given why Joab> did flot follow

every mani on bis oxvn things " (Philip 2: 4.) uphs .victary, unless*the latenesa of the setisan

Il. NaMES.VANQUISHED. 12. Be of (ch. li: v), an the certainty of a long si e

pood courage-It was a critical moment, a before Rabbab could be taken. 15. Gaith-

ume of great peril;- the interests at stake were ered themnselves together-The Syrians

* great. lin every worthy enterprise courage us had been broken and dispersed, but probably

essential ta successa Virtue probabiy expresses with sraall loss. They speedily make a new

the idea (2 Pet. :n: 5). ««It is that qual!ty af attempt ta regain iheir lost honors and check

mind which meets difficulty, danger, pain or the progress of David's kingdom. 16. I4ad-

cleath, calmly and tearlessly." (Pulpit Coin.) a.re'zer-King of Zobah. k>Brought out-

Joshua xvas exhorted af theU Lord ta "Be Troops were summonied froni ail parts af the

strong and of godcourage (Js.16.Aa.-a tts ihteview af makine good

AUl the noble deeds that have beat their their cause against the Israies eým

marches through succeeding ages have pro- xvas made the coraraon meeting gound. 17.

ceeded froni men of courage. (0. Felîthara.) Gathered ail lsrael together-Whether
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