1854.)

[ S——
T

o ECEEE - i eyl A

of polie hosyiital linve naver yet beas Inwd bare, for (e simpte Hoa of !
werey aud aontpiadun sever coimed & heathon mned.  \Wien, they e,
shristianity inttoduond ths sew and imprared mede of freding snd seing
ino the world, decp sirpriss was exvited atuery the iesshen, aad the
eirly dofandurn of Ve trvth primad to seth teeahs or an Endvoterd preoaf -
that the rebtpron uf Jaswe iadiviie. ™ Ty wir farmerly,” siys Jussa ;
Matlyr, * repaicof fh farntestimn, fiave nww cmbtaved the snly chamay :
they who wois given 10 inadies! arts, duevin thanseltes 1o the gred and |
wobegriten God 5 they whe olavo {0 fheit gnads and precemssiens shove
avery thing elas, ngw have (heit things In ewmman, and comaswneas 1
10 evéry oie ihat vosdeth, They who hated asd ordared ane asather,
and rofesad 16 disthirgo the dutios of hospitatiy 10 uny whe ware ot of
vhe same tribe with thotnealves, now sinoe the sppearanes of Chiris, ftve
fumilinely tagetliar, sud pray for hale snation snd endeavont 1o peruads
them that wijnstly Jlinto (ham.” Dot sunh resahts will bo bwivr onder
mevd whon peosentod in dotatl,

1, Christianity has amodintated, aed in many Shatesese, extinguidied
slavery, Whan the gnspel wie first proafainied, the vast Aty of
mankind wzre slaves, and slavery was Intarw woa with the entire txbrie
of srclety in all natinne.  Aceanling to Mitford, tn his histary af Gteees,
the peéioriian betwesh freomon ard dlaves in that sonntry was neatly in
the ratio of winety to fiur Wandrad. 1t s canputnd by Gibbmn shat,
dering the detline of tho Raman cmpire, (haes sould not bo fowssr than
sizty million of alaves s and If it be rwcollocted thiat overy fathat of o
family had the soprefia onntrol ovor hie housahiold, evan to the rxtent of
life and deith, we shall poreeive that those who ware reatly froamen
eondtititad aly a simall portion of tha entirs pepitatinn,  Bat wo ean
seatcely form any adeguaté eoncaptinmg of the crasltten that were inflie
on these who aré properly called slaves, rrithost cxelilng the stightast
fndignation in the pudlic mind, Their mamer's nama was beanded with
A hot iron on thelr forcheads, the youth very froquently hunted them, liko
wild bessts, in order 15 Jearn the wee of arms; and some called the
Owmiarii, were ehainad, {ike watch doge, tigfrre the hooese, Tholaek in
Nin teact on the natwre and moral inflwencs of heathantsm, gives ue the
following graphic piciure 6f their condition. A seanty and disgosting
drent, and dogaskin cap, distiagnished them from all the rest af the la-
hebitonts.  Those who wers too tobast had to be nafeeblod by various
Kinds of 11l treatment, and il tho mastare did not do this, they bocame
fiable to & penalty.  Fviry slave annually received a certaln nutiiber of
mripes to remind Mm that ho wae a slave! ymns of & noblor kind
they wire not allowed 1o sing, but only gay and senswal songs. To
compiete their degradation, they wera sometimen corapsllod to sing songs
in disgrace and ridicule of themislves; and 1o the sama purposs thay
were also compelied to perform indecont dances, In order to make the
sons of the Spartana loath the vico of drunkenncss, the slaves waro com.
pelled 16 Intogicate themselves in public assemblics, Whon they bacame
100 Anmerons, they wore murdered clandostingly ; évery yoar, at a
eortaln poriod, the young Bpartans, clad in armor, weod to hunt them,
and to preveat their increase, they were killed with dsggers® As
sfiording & plawsible protext for such 1raatmont, Aristotle msintained
that the vatiowe races of mankind wero muporior and infarior 1o each
other, and that eertain nations wers 80 degraded as only to be fitted 1o
Se slaves to the rest of mankind.

But in the ease of slavery, wo see the practical triemphs of christianity,
The Bible without demouncing slavery, has taught doctrines and implanted
affections which in many iea, has extinguished propenty in man,
At fiemt, the condition of the alave was ameliocated. The omperors
Constentine and Justiman prohibited their mamers from putting them to
death, and enacted that their rights and privileges should be 2o ccted
»ot oaly as men, but ss christians. The Bible had taught that ¢ God had
mede of one blood all nations of men, for to dwall on the fr.e of all the
oarth,” and in proportion as osiety was leavened with :iiese pentiments,
the shains of slavery were brokes. Fren ia the middlc ages, it was
vogarded 20 & meritoriecs sction to liberate one’s own slaves, or—
10 redoom those of sbhers, And at the present day, the indignities in-
fiiosed enoite attontion and arouse & spirit of indignation hich, before
the intedossion of Chriscianity, could net have boon undorstosd. [t is
besonse chrissianity bes evented & pablic conssionce and hae swakeoed
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Q Chrnmianits peodeeod & gttt .4 Paratity 1. the pase Ameng tis
hrathen, the p ot wore maglartad, the Wid & was appvend, and the i3

© MITABEE Wy Al ot aquivelemt wik reamy  The winele Romus sepptie

tad st wis bearenteat i tecn, winie the wagle vwy of Lasden, 1
Hoglaend, has wpwarie of thiree bordred  And 6 tonsen iy w lisile i
i ot hraght of (hene fumiinirone dttnes Dum the fort that the quiblls
miod has boeethe s sorsimned 1o (e onblent allats of tuwsralvess,
that they are omw trganded almont a3 marners of course-iits aginral
vuproquenee of prwesthing princgles af heaherly hadoms sod daniy,
Bt the eaw was very diffrremt, whon the g of divme 1hah bl o

1 the marst darRoses of the wetldd  \Vo toars froan Torraan that tonss

surpries wat eaested oa deveatnt of the Wtwiatity whaeh Christans tnaste
fonred far cach nibar.  11o inf dore us thet mheh eomntuned Lo the supe
gt of the pens assrading to trotr by, snd a1 rork e wars
apptrpristed for the sappant of the indigent , Lot ephans, agal domsastics,
thass aut of emphaient, for dupwinchod prrsnns cud i ot smeh a8
were onndsinmed to the gines, of hanished 1o (he wlaods, o seaflasd
prisen fur hedt adlmreoee to Clirst's chase.  © Thut sush thonge,® siye b,
“and axpesiatly the aparation of sqsh & Suve Altmost Durms s ewn GREpreme
on the minds of roms, Sne, they sag, how ey love ens souther, Tut
they hate one ancthor.  8an how (bey aro ready to din ler cagh othér,
for they ate mwch mata prepared (o kil sash ather.®  And whes ros-
teasting the cwndust of Cheistinte tn ans asothier with chat of the haathen,
he continiée, " Bl wo are your lLrsthren, $n virtas of ose maiber,
natute, althouth yo are 100 litils mea, besanss yeareoril brmhisss, Bay
how mueh tnote worthily are they rallad and teunrded lashran, whs
seknowledys ano fithier, God ; who drisk into ope spirts of holinese,
who have, irrmbling, isevad from ens wamb ofigharanse 10 tre ana It
af trith.®  And tha Christings axiandad this jovo sven to their enamies.
They frequanitly sustained thom, whan abasdanad tn cigknass aod old age
by their relativos, I the thind santury, a plagse broke aot in (he sity of
Carthage, the hisathens flod aod suffatnd oir fnends to die, bet ihe
Chrintians, animated by the redigion which they profassnd, stismdal the
very individaals who had previouely perssowtad them, and many of (haim
caught the infection and disd. Surh ware the condaet of man, whoee
lives wore a fiving cotimeniary on the roligion whith they profamsed to
beliove.

3. Chrigtanity has involeatod the only elovated moraitty. The apastle
Pasl givos & corrert maral partrait of the sate of the civilised world
before thalr recspitlon of the gospsl, In the epistle to the Remase, e
doscribes than ag hators of Ced, & glven up to the meey degrading Waola.
tions and the mait sbominable vicess sod s not anly dolox thinge
worthy of death, hut ax having so somplaiely deadaned oonielonse as 1o
take pleasure in thoss that do thom. And in sanfirmatisn of thie 1eai-
mony, the historiane who lived in the deeline of the Ranman empire,
engmarats crimas and doseribe praetices which thon sammonty prevatied,
which cannot now be éven mentlonad in any saciaty. In Graek and
Tatin suthors there are nemarous worde to dennte snger, wrath, ravenge §
yet thato are none to deante the christian grace of kamility. Hamilftae,
in Latin, from which our watid humillity is derived, donotes mean splrite
ednem, virtue means mere bodily strangth, and plety in stemply desoriptive
of filia} affection, which was raquired more fram politieal than rélizious
consldarations. From the absenco of words to danote roth simple con-
ceptions as Christian humility, virtee, snd pléty, we may conzjvetvely
argee that such ideas never entered thelr mind.  And even after ehils-
tisaity had virtuslly created s new language, it 1s remarkatie how many
words were employed 10 danote the malignant passione of our nature,
and how few 10 describe the graces of the Christisn character. “ [t is
melancholy thing 10 obeerve,” mays Jrench, * how much richer i any
voeabulary ia words that set forth sine, than in those that set forth graess.
When St. Paul (Gal. 5, 19-23) would put theoe againet those, the werke
of the ook aguinm the fruit of the spivit, thess sre sevenicon, thees saly
sine; and where 4o we 3] ln Scriptage such 8 list of graces, a0 we do



