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when 'lie contre of our system. did not slife, whien as yet it liad
no ben.Tlere inust hiave beeri a periud in past duration wlien
those inniumerable stars that stud the immensity of' spaco, and
twinkle la tise firmament of hecaven wcre not in being. Thiere
must have been a period la paz5t duration whiea there was no0
mllky-way, whea no0 sn liad as yet citst its beams upon ites depead-
ant planets; wvheî the raw material out of wliich the splondid
and stupendous universe arose, liad no0 existence. Theru nmust
have been a period in past duration when no buing but the sl-x
istent, indepondent and unereatud Juehovali existed ;-yes, whlieR
alone cxisted. Lot us look at this idea, let us gr!,sp the thought.
This period in the nature of things, as well as in tise order of na-

t, was prior to the beinubpulen of ini thc fîrbt verse of
thc first chaptor of Genebis, when God is said to have created the
hecavens and the earth.

By the greatest stretch of' either our intellectual oyve, or our
imagination wc cannot se farther back than this. .W! at 110W

do we belhold ? We behiold the oaîy Being that exists solititry
and alone, onjoying infinite deliglit ln tise contomplati,-n of his
owa absolutely infinite perfections. But we ýee hini too, 1'rming
in lis own infinite mind a stupendous plan, a plan, whici at sonie
future period will ho by lus uaorring wisdom and omnipotent
lower put la execution. In a word, we sec him puiposing to cre-
ate. It is quite evident to every refieetingý, mind that this puîtýIose
to croate, inust, lu the very nature of things, have been an aot of
pure soveremgnty. Hie was under no couceivable obligation to pur-
pose te croate that chaos jut of whidh in aftcr ages countless
worlds, and suns and systeins, like so many dew drops sparkling
in the fields of imnensity, were to ho formed, Now since the
great 1 AM, who only hath immnortality, who only inhabiteth
eternity, and who only theu cxistcd, ivas under no obligation to
purpose to croate, it follows as a inatter of' course, that his pur-
posing to croate must have been an net of absolute and uncontrol-
ablo sovoreignty.

But lu order that wo may enter a littie more full 7 into this
subjeet we would observe again, THAT GOD ACTED AS A
SOVEREIGN IN CREATING.

Of course thc soif-existent and indepeadent One was under no0
more obligation to 'create than hoe was under obligation to pitePose
to croate. 11e who sits supreme upon the throne of the univorso,
and wlio dooth according te lis will la thc armies of hoaven, and


