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OCGANIZATION OF THE ROY AL
ARTILLERY.

DY A FIELD OFFICER OF LHE CORPS,

The oid plan xas by fur the boseinevery would be aeshier the ane thing sor the viher,
Prespect, By atthe wen ot a company, et whoelt woatd have all accearymen catled
‘taking over a field buttery, were divided  gaunets and drivers, while tue duties of
Vinto three elisses ol diners accondug to both are kept distinet aud separa Let
.. . therr capaluidies, us 10 appexrance or i the guunee aud daver system, at all events,
{From the Cuited Senvice Magazine ] 'olhcr 1espects, for that duty.  They wete have a fi trind wven to it betore 1t is con-
The system of untting the two duties of , all mstrocted as wunpers,  The men ot the demned.  The lnet of its having been es-
the gunner and the deiver in the Royal Ar- . fist chiss ot drivers were consudersd as tblished by the Duke of Wellington, as
ttlery, and tecognizmg as a genenl primer- those more o1 fess permanently attached 0 most suitable toe Enwgland, after ns long vx-
ple, iree from any but veey care andividaal horses as lomgtas the company seminned in perience 1 what war required, and of s
exceptions, tat the same man can be taeht battery 5 the second and thind elass men haviog been stamped with the emphate
to drve a pair of horses altee the mauner of | wete what is techateadly calied “oft men.” approval of Sie Alexamder Dickson, who
a posithon, at no very rapnt rate, andto per- By bavang these as far as pussible ahways ' was by far the most practical and experien-
form the very stmple and easily acquired " mouated at wateting order, aud by 2iving “ced, as well as intelligent arullery oflicer
duty of spomgmg and serveng a0 woan, s at them nm_rucliun in pdiug dotl, they soon that England bas ever had, stould at Jeast
the present moment, atter existing for a; obiined fuir seats and entive coniidence on * obain this for 0. Let a tield bavery of ar-
cousiderible number of e‘cnra, and laving | horseback.  Whenevey the tirst class driver ! tillery remain four years or thereabouts at
its advantages by tested and demonstrated | was sick, or on futlongh, or in trouble,” | its work on the gonner and driver system,
during the Jate war, senwusly thremtesed iy  off man ok hs place. 1 the coutse of "and then et it be seen what it e.n doj but
its continuance. Ou what grounds this 15! time, where tne was allowed, every man let us not set a system aswde or disturb it in
being done, ec by what seasons the anthori- | i the battery beeame more or Joss adriver, ' its integrity which oflers so many advanta-
ties are influenead, it is dulicolt to wder- | and iU was constanily fattmg to bun s dis= ' wes withont some practical testof ths kind,
stand. The new system 1o be substituted  charge that duty.  He was equalty as good "The field banteries in Canada under Gener-
for the old one, would appear 10 be that w @ guuner, and the company ot artillery was, ab Campbell some yeurs ago, show what
company of attillery, ou takimg over a field thus complete within stseit, and it quartered wight be done with a fair petiod for justrye-
battery, is to have anmnber of men of short " atthe Cape or elsewhere, on being reguited " tion on the plan which 1t is now sought to
stature attached 1 1t fur the purpose of aet- | for tiehl duties, could 1ake over o balory  condean,
ing as dnvers, On the completion of the * without waiting for any ud as o duvers A svstem bae o the authority of offi-
course of lieht mstruction, these short men ' from hoe, Raviper compleied the conre eers <o eminent as these mentioned jshould
ato to be turned over 10 the wehieving cowms ' of field mstruction, it went bick to 1> dis-« not be shaken or distarbed bt on the clear-
puny, amd commence again under 4 vew ! mattted duttes, carrymez with it all the ad- estaud wost positive testimony as tdits de-
aet Of ofiicers 3 so that, in fact, our field wr- | vantages of that mnstractoh, and igave way “fects, It can never be that it shonld be set
tillery will be made up of two seis of men, (io others, who i tum progressed i the asude dor the old driver corps, for which, af-
the one pesmanently attached 0 Borses, 1z {~ame wav, A kuewiedge of tieh! daties== ter the actual experience of a long war, it
whom the ofiteers have valy a temporary m. | i the care of finses, and a riding and dti- | was deliberately sobstnated ; and stifl less
terest, aud the other of gunners, wiose doe | ving, as weed as i servang field gnns—be- that it shonld give way to such a plan as
ties will be considernbly counped, wd theie | cante dissemuted thronzhent the corps, ' that now apoarently about 10 be acted npon

usefoluess dimineshed by the new arnnwe-
ment.  The company ot astillery wisl be no
longer complete in itselt and equal, wher-
ever it may be quarteted, 10 meet, s it nsed
to do, any exigency which the natnte of
our colonial empue migh require from 1.
The new systemr will ba oue of continual
making and breaking up—of making a
company perfect in its field dutes, aud, as
soon as it 13 so, tuksnz the essential drivers
away trom it and pulling it to preces again.
The tegiment will consist of two pents, uei-
ther of which can act alone, and both of
whicli may not be together when tho case
requites it. There will, inoreover, «when
they are 1ogether, be a divided interest rom
beginuing to end.  There can be no feeliny
of comradeship between men whose duttes
are made 1o appear decidedly diflerent, and
who kunow they are only assuciated together
for a limited pertod 5 the guaners will teel
no interest in horses whicl are 1o be exclu-
sively ridden or driven by a difleremt class
of men 3 the drivers wiil think, and mast
Jikely very propesly think, that the hoises
and harness are as much as they need trou-
ble themselves about, and that they have no
concer in the guns orin the preservation of
the stores of the baltery generdly 5 1he otfi
cats and non-commissioned otficers will
certainly not bo fuchined 10 favour the un-
happy driver, who is oaly temporarily -
tached to them, and whose services in ac-
tion will always bear 1he character of being
of secoadary considertion.
1t may possibly be intended, by retaining

the desizuation of gunner and driver in com-
m0a 1o af} arullerymnen, that all are to be,
as at present, wsiricted in dnving 5 botits
cvident that if men exclusively instructed
as drivers are attached to batteries, none
others but these, except in very exceptional
cascs, will be much practised m that pan
of an amlleryman’s duty, It canuot be
otherwise on the face of it, for few of those
shont men are physically equal 1o the sar-
,wice of a 9-pounder gun; the compel the
necewsity, phereforo, of keeping tho gunners
fcr their own wotk only.

and & power was oblamed of g the —a pian winch wiil do more to destroy the
whole of 1t it tield moblesy, it sueh was” zeal ot the ufiicers ar Y ereate dis'ike to tho
requiced.  “Thits was the theory ot the old i service among the nou-commisswned offi-
systea, and it requited nothing but o very ! cers amd men than any other that could
moderate establishment of batieries o carry  possibly Le devised.  How the number of
itout. This estabiishment, before the war, | skort men o be anached to the batterivsare -
wits always densed, on, i e more shm\'_\"tu be sexulated so as 10 have suflicient
exhibitions of e horse brigade, it was neg- : spare ones to meet every casually arising
lected.  ‘The consequence was that, when | from sickness or other causes on service
the war broke out, nothing in the shape of | has never yet been stated. Nor is 1t laid
a fickd amiblery existed atall,  The apathy | down in prace or in war what is to be done
amd mdifference of the arullery avthorities | with spare short wen who are nul‘wm:wd.
on this subjoct has never met with i1s de-] A separate body of men as dnversare
sents, and Jm)v:, when a liberal establishes kept lm} llu‘: hiogse :)millery. but as thus part
ment of field batteries has been aranted, thedof the service is maintained on a scale of
same pasties are gvang their conntenance { expense which indicates 1t asa show corps,
}o clh:mgcsl\\*lnc:: \\'ﬂl.crl:\}nlp xl\ﬁ anm an. ‘ especially H‘l peace,® fno:lumg intended lit:r
ead 10 nothing but mischiel. is, per-{ine pracucal wants of the service can be
haps, uxm-.:asnu?nblc o expect much 3;!:}1 is‘:xr:nlc‘l from it.  Bat even in this part of
practicad from men whoe have never been| the service the numbers of spare drivers did
aenvely employed for mote than titey years, ! not sutlice to meet the casualties by sick-
or from oliers who have n--;-crbsegn.:\n)‘::ucss m Bulygana, and tl}c‘ rosull.l\'\*as llha;
sprvice betorean enemyy at adl; but it is of ' tie 1eserve companies ot {oot artillery hac
:;;:t::;ll:::‘r)::‘l:r:ltln‘lt lh}c p.'iucl’pa:‘ mxlh:m‘ ! :::‘:_vx::;e;:u:;c,rs i:‘unl d:i\'crs 1o act for them.
1es of ths anportant arm, are,alimost solely | Nothing ean show in a stronger light the
wde wp. Wath otficess who run from oue | advantanes of the tatter system than their
stafl’ appointment o another. searcely wen-"vapabibity to do this. A mumnule manual
rane therr unitorsn from year’s eand 10 years devterity mught be gained in the anmllery
end, Wischarming duties cantined entirely 1o by the division of labour, but that muuie
their desks, it 18 n?x to b.e cxﬁclcd lh:‘n'dlcxlcmy.ls not ncccsls:xry, and 1o o‘blmn it
mnuch progress van be made. The practi-' the most important advantaes in other res-
cal uﬁilcei are kept where there ktm\I\?lcdgc ‘ pocts must l‘yc saentficed. 0t is anly going
of the service ausd s requirentents are of wo | a step furtirer o fay that every man ata gun
use, and the theoretical officers (the ofiicers | should be keptio certain distinctduties, and
of the aid schuol of service, ar of uo service | not fnstracted whike inall, as toargue thata
a1 all) are where the practical officers should {man cannot, generally speaking, perform
be. the duties of a gunnclr and driver. lf}:su_r
The tide of administrative reform, wher- tfieid astillery are always to carry their
ever else it may have reached, has not yet, kuapsacks, as has been recently ordered,
arsived at antiliesy subjeats. Thereis bard- - —
Iy au officer who had any real wexperience] © Asan instance of this, it is only accessary
or apportcaity of judging in the Jate war of 10 state that on & rumaur of an F’;Pfc'cd ont-
the wunncr and driver system, with all the bF ak a2 the Cape in the course of last summer,

disadvantages under which it labored by au {’c‘clf'::};r},: :;;:;,“:{’;,‘,“;i,r%':g:?mg::;&:
imperfctessbishment during peseey ho i S boric e, W, 1
Sire 10 S seL. S Jatter arc of any use, wa E b sunt—
old ar very mexscncuced oflicers only are  The Guards went to’Canadaanq in the expedi-
opposedd to it, and desire a permatent corps jtion to Poringal. Tbe horse artillery neverleft
o?dxivcrs, or they wish eome change which , England in the interval from 1815 unuil 1854,




