
THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

THE HOPE 0F THE CHIRISTIAN.
Eye biath, flot seen, ner car lieard, neitiier liathi it entcrcd into

the becart of nman. te conceive what God biath preparcd. for those who
love huaii but Qed bath rcvcaled it unto us throughi the Spirit, for
the Spirit searchctb ail things. yca the deep things of God."

It is only in the gospel of Jesus Christ thiat inaan's truc de.stiny is
reveaed. "Jesus Chrîist abolislicd deatli," s.13s an Apostie, '-and
broughit life and iniiînortality te liit tbrouglî the gospel." No sys-
temni of linytbology. or religion of any nation. front thc creation of the
world to tlic advcnt of Chrîist, and the establislîînent of blis k-ingdonî,
ivas ever able to develope and establish the sublime and soul-ellccrinig
doctrine of ctcrnal fclicity in licavcn. 'libe ighclist point iii this
splenidid rcality to wlieh tie uîiidc(d iiiid of iiuan could ever arrivc,
iras a mncre îa(,uc anîd uncertain conjecture tliat tlîey werc destincd
toecnjoy N'îtlîeut inerpina cunthnuation cf carthily and senClsual
pleaiiucs in tisîigîeyElyseuini. They could conceive no hiiglier
state of ciijo.ýei t tLan iht îvbich corstitpitedl their greatcst plea-
sures lîcre. iie miost eninient, sages of antiquity (thoughi seiie cf
theini did net dcniy thic doctrine of the imrniiortality of the sel) hiad
no groui!d of lioîJe on w1i'h to rest witbi any dcgree of certainty. but
were driveii front ene absurd flicory to another, an(d left like the
foniîdcrig bar'que ini the inlidst of tdie luctuat.ing eîcinlent %vithlout
anchor, heliîn. or coimpaess, to lie at length îvrccked on the shoals ând
queXlielm:ds cf thiri ownl absurd speeulatiens Cecro, that splendid
orator- Z id statsmniian. thec thunder cf îvlioje eloquenice once slîeek tlic
freinle of Reoine, zifter enc iaiic.ting( soin e of the opinions of the best
phlçjl enl inr l'u pport cif lits tleory cf il niiortahity. seiiis ail at
once te) yteld tnp lis iinid ta tliit j.revalenit denibt tlhat obscurcd th~e
dii ia 'vs cf pilosophiy. unid exelzinii in liopele.ss despair, 1-sine Qed
mlust tell nis wiicli cf tliese is rih T." rfe Aboigiiies cf the Amieni-
can fores>t. thiiL lithcy wuî iippel)d the G reat Spirit anîd th1 e gcnius
cf storins anid daîrknless, anid baid hoiage toe lcrising king cf day
anîd buc cd te bis par:îifuî benws as lie saîiik in i b golden bcd bellind
the wc'stuiîii îîîcuîitaiiis. cotnld fencey ne otlîcr cnjoynicnt iii anetiier
state c.f cx"stcîice tLan tî.cir favenrite sýport cf tlic eliase. Thîey
fatnc*,.d tfiat the grevat, juiri would allet te tlicîn soine favoured spot
beyont~ the %vcstei îî îiiîuuiteins. soutîe hîappy ibIand ini tIe wateiry %vaste
abeundling w ili inîe. m-licrc tlîcy iniiglît pur',uc the vvild deer or fan
tlîrougbh %crdcît fields,. ýti cwed witlî flowers aîîd watercd with mur-
inutiîg- fouiiiaiis. Btit flic J;ble tliat God lias given us te be a1 laînp
te or feet. and a liglit te Our patlîs, dees net leave us tlîus te grepe
our way in dairlkcbs and uiîeertainty, and build the amry castle cf
W-agite conijecture as delusive as the inisty phiantoîn of plîilesephy.
Ahi ne but it developes te us a source cf hope on wvliclî we can lîang,
our cvcniasting ail! foi, tinie and cternity. Iarn cone," says our
Savieur. a 11igbt into the îvonid, that wliosoevcr believethi on me
sliould net ab-.dc ini dariziîcss but should bave the lighit cf life." Ilad
it net been for the glenicus manifestations cf tîme Son cf God aud the
introduction cf thie liî'ing oracle, thue seul-elîeering doctrine cf imnior-
tality beyond tbis stahe cf existence never wouid have enhered te


