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they hated foreigners, especially Europeans, who had coômmrittedt
mnany acts of piracy along their coast a short timne before.

The difficulties between the Chinese and Spaniards anid Portu-
guese, made the introduction of Ch-ristianity very difficuit. Not-
withstanding, Matteo Ricci, with his colleagues mrade another at-
temp t in 158o A. D.

Ricci succeed in forming a church at Canton, over which he pre-
sided for seven years, and then rernoved i 00 miles farther north.
l3eing greatly encouragred by success, he longed to preach the Gos-
pel in the capital, then Nankin. By means of ricli presents, affa-
bility, and talents of a higli order, lie gained the favour of the no-
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the serv.ce of the state.
He began immiediately to preach the doctrines of lis churcli.

Larg,.,- numbers were converted; among these a Mandarin of high
rank, who took the narn e of I'azl, as he desired to becomne the
Apostie of his countrymen. By his wealth, and learnizgr, and influ-
ence he was instruimental in winning over to the new religion m any
from the higlier classes of the people. He expiained and defended
the Christian religion in the presence of the Erniperor.

[n the year 1644 A. D. the Manchou Tartars obtained posses-
sion of the throne of China. Through the political disturbances at-j
tenciing that event, the operations of the church were for a timej
cfiecked. After a time the wvork was revived, and the chief teachers,
as their predecessors had donc, succceded in obtaining fiavours at
court. Withi these feathers the Tartar Emperor frequently con%' erse-d
on the nature of Christianity, and read Christian books.

The education of the second Tartar Chinese Emperor, while a
minor, wvas committed to one of the Jesuit teachers, who, under such
circunistances, hiad great influence at court.

About this time a learned Chinaman .wrote a book agrainst the
new religion, and created intense feeling against the foreign teachers
by making it appear that their real design ivas to ovcrthroiv the
government. The resuit ivas that for a time the missionaries suf-
fered severe persecution, thougli it does not appear that any were
put to death. In 1671 A. D. they were allowed to return to their
churches, from which they had been driven, thougli they were pro-
hibited by lawv from makingz any converti, Notwithstanding, they
baptized that year 2oooo. Th( year following the Emperor's uncle
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