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. The most difficuit pnnishiment a hearer
ever bas to endure is to sec and hear imita-
tions of the oddities or peculiarities of great
mnon. IlThe contortions or gyrations of
some celebrated living preachers, grently as
they may infringe the canons of the schools,
arc often întercsting and impressive because
original and spontaneous -but wlien poorly
mimicked by second or third-rate imitators,
thoy become disgusting enormities. Affc.
tation of any sort, but espccially in preach-
ing the truths of God, is its banc. It is to
all produets of the mind, and especially to,
uacred oratory, preciscly what hypoersv is
to reliion-its negation and muin. And
ihis trath cannot be too întcnsely reaIii.ed
'by ai concerned.»

* Hearers sometimes fait to catch portions
of sentences uttcred by the preacher in an
ýandertone--uttered thus for no reason but
because he has got into a bad habit. Wc
Éave known preachers the first few sentences
o>f whose prayers wcrc always inaudiýll.-
This should flot bie so,and a little cmr would
readily obviate aIl difficulty.

H[earcrs should. preîpare for their part of
the day's services by med itation and prayer ;
but it is doubly imperative on tho preacher
îo prepare. The truths of the Gospel are
inany-sided aud infinitely varied in thecir
bearinga sud relatians. The man of God
iSt "neditate upon these thtings." Dr.

Adam Clarke lias said, I hiïve prcacýhctd
ýorhaps five thousand sermons, on aIl kinds
o? subjeets, and on a great variety o? occa-
sions, and 1 did not know beforehand one
single sentence th at 1 should itter ; and
were I to preaeh before the king, or tîe two
universities, 1 must preacli in this way or
flotut ail.'> To follow Dr. Adam Clarke'&
1example in this respect would ho ruinons to
nincty-nino ont o? every hundred ministers,

und it would be a cruel injustice to, a chris-
ian people. A great mind richly stored

with knowledge aud blessed with rare pow-
ers of th6ught and utterance may, like Dr.
Çlarke, dispense with study for a special
occasion, but ordinary mortais cannet do
'io withàut the most inexcusable temerity.

oIÉ07hsar th e mindless drivel of somo preach.
ers is iýO16st distressing; they have noi stu-
died thoir subicet : and thecir discoursés de-

serve the compliment paid 1)y Coleridgo tg
a poor production submîtted to hini:

Tour sermion mit eternal provo,
Oood qiî., it cannot fait;
For 'tîs inuoînprelieusible,
And lncks boti liead and tai!."

If these victinis of mental indolence woulit
but write and rend their sermons, it would
be a great relief to the sepsitive auditor.

This lend8 us to say a word on using the
inanuseript inutic pulpit. Ourechurch vcry
wisely ha no iron mile on the sul!jcct. If
disco urses are rcad oratorically, thecy ivill ho
hcaird with satisfaction; if they are studicd
carefully and dclivcred witbont the "lpaper",
so inucli the botter. The P~rinceton Re-
viezver says, IlThe free, împassioncd Chiai.
mers carefully wrote bis discourses. The
scverely correct, elegant, elassical, yct dlo.
quent discourses of Rlobert Hall wcrc un-
written. Edwards, reading from a manu-
scrip)t most closely writtcn, caused spasmo.
die uprisingo and shrieks in congregations
as hie depictcd to them the case of sinnera
in the bands of an angry God. Thoso seir-
mnons cf Grifia that now ovcrawed, now
transported vast audiences of aIl descrip-
tions of people, now çausing the olhduratc*
sinner to tremble on the brink of the bottera-
less pit, and anon lifting the haumble anmd
contrite spirit to the third heaven, wcrc
written with great care, the author often'ime-
writing, and cutting out cvery thing super-
fluous. D)avis, aniodel of.tie most striking
pulpit oratory, prohahly the prince of Amer-
ican preachers, who aihost invariahly pro-
duced the profounidest impression ou thme lar-
gest audiences, whosc discourses, beard by
Patrick Henry, -iindled that great crator to,
bis efforts of patriotie eloquente,-usually
wrote bis serinons wvith great care, ind car-
ried thcm into the pulpit; but, like Dr.
Griffan, delivercd them with freedora, net
heing eonflned to bis maimuscript."

Tlie tesson of aIl lessons is that preachera
should prearli as ambassadors for Christ,
and as Ildying men te dying nen" ; sud
that Ixorers should listen as to God's mes-
sage of Mecy tu thoir souls.
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