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THE PAST VEAR.
Anotiier yenr wifli ail its jays aaid sor-

roVS-it5, Labours aaad rsaaiaitis-
geait anîd cvii, is nltinihacVCd wilIt flic past.
A year, i ie lacife tiiiae af naiotiais-in diae
histary af tue wvorid, is bait a point oftine,

=nd it.; evaits avili ira dic jarogreis of ags

'work; perliaps tint a single huie, aviliic IL
'will be adsoiuteiy asq aatiiiag wlien Mian-
pareil aiti ctcraaity aaîd tie yeaars ofaiiiia,
with aviont. one day is as al tlhîausatad years,
and al tiaoisuaad Yeats as onie day.

Yet i le lairet of cvcry titan, a year is n
lliiaiiit)ortaaat period. Daariaag tlaî tinme wc
have spelat W65 days, avca 5000 wakiîag
horr, :and ovcr 300,009 waking nminutesa,
thirougIaoîît al ai w]aichi, if îlot in oîîr sleep-
ing ilaaues ais wchl, our aniiads Iiave been con-

-Etantly aUflive. llov iatich tîsefaxi efflort is
flics paît tarda iii a single daty-iow matchel

'taajoyiueaat or mi.3cry anay be aaowalc< iuato
a sinagle hiaur, or inay resuit ta orarselves
:aad oiers froua the actionas of so brie? a pe-
rioui. IIow many tiionglits liave sonaictitas
paaased ti ogi ur anlinds ini a singli muante.
Yet dîatriîag ail tiesa hiomrs oaar aaaiîads hiave
never becti idie. Duriaag ail our waking

monaeats, fitcre lias gone forda froin evcry
,one of lis a c'onstant streain of tiiataght aiad
activity-hy whiei aur owit saauhs haive ci-
tmer laera buit. up iii gooul, or liave beest
eiaaking dleeper in tiacir amat&araa corruiptiona ;
aud we Ilave been exerriuiga influenîce ntp-
Oaa othcra, it niay ki as siuent aa as slow
-U dtlat of flac dail.y drop oaa dîop tliat wavcas
away thac stone, but certain anad sure, and to
continaue flarougla the countcais aages of c-

terîaity.IIw rettentersnsblic
of a sinîgle ycaar!

Tiiere mna. be speelail events to rendcr a
particialar ycar incxxaori-ale in thec liistory of
inan. Ani raaînorabic aao doubt lias tlue
paast year been t0 iaeýiV. Ta îauîtnlcrs it
lias broughit worldiy prosp)erity-aiid inaay
morc liawe witîaesscd tuie biasting of tiacir
expectations, an.d the rain of ivorlidy pros-
pects. To thousalads upan thousands it
liais broamgiît tlie end of thecir eaaxthly carcer
-the tenniîaationoi' ail Iprcscîtpriviicgs-
anl thic suanimons, " Gi ve an actouiit of tday
steivirdsiiip for thon miayst be n longer
steward." Many during die pas. year hiave
passeci from dcatht utito lite, wviiilcalis, it is
ta be feared tliat iai, ainder thle prcacliiîag
of tie gospel, by coaîtiaiingi- ta rejet offer..
cd inercy, bave duriiag tlie past year reacli-
Cd that pbaint jîî tie ofrdnia otlacirlicarts
tliatjustice lias said, "lc is jûiaicd to lais
idois, lIciiind ahanec." Wlao cati reffleet oaa
aI iela sceties of sorrow aiad gladîacess-.-of

responsibility anal of judgincnt of a single
year without aoicmn and profitable crno-
tion !

On the wvider tlicat.-e of tuie world, a sin-
gicyaeýr is frauglît witiîcvents otdccpcst ian-
portanace t0 tlie destinies of our race. Ourm
is called a fast agc--too truc in the worst
eense of tliat exprcssiaia-ati age full af self
eiattion, ilaad seariaang tuec accînulatcd wis.
douat of ail piast aiges-apatient af the re-
straintsrof iaw linnan and divine, ani but
for thae resistance wliici thae great Radler of
thie world le raishaig uIp In valous Ways,

wviaielî would plungc socety into wrck and
ruin. And yet truc also lu a better sense-


