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guicerous liberality be extended to, this usefuil family of birds which forma so
powerful a phalaux against the iroads of xnauy millions of destructive
vermiin ?"

The ricli, varied and striking plumage, together with the familiar sounds
and movements of Vhs bird are among the most interesting adjunets of the
rural scenery of North Amierica. No field is perfect without its lively family
of Red-licaded Woodpeckeirs. No traveller, with a taste for the natural, can
visit the iinlanid districts withiout bearing away witlî lim a recollection of the
red cap and conspicuous black and white jacket of P. erytltroceplialtts. This
bird delights rnost iii sunny fields, where there are a few trees standing, or ini
haif cleared spots with numbers of those tail stunips in Canada, known by
the elegant naine of Ramnpikes. Iu sucli places, during the whole of the
warmer portion of thc year, you are sure to meet with numbers amusing
theinselves by pursuing or playing with ecd othcr. They do not seem to
dxead the proximity of humani habitations, but ou the contrary are often
somewhat anmerous i the immediate neighbourhiood of towns and cities-
lu the country thcy sometimes brecd withiu two or tirc hundred yards of
the faim bouse, ivwhen a tree suitable to their purpose ean le found. "4Wheu
alighted on a fence stake by tic road or i a field, and one approaches tIem,
(says Audubon,) tiey generally more sidcways out of siglit, pecping now
and then to discover your intention ; and wîen you are quite close and
opposite, lie stili unitil you have passed, whcn they hop to tic top of the
stak-e, and rattle upon it with their bill as if to congratulate themscîves on
the succcss of their cunning. Should you approacî witiin. an arins lengti,
whidh may frequently be donc, tic Woodpecker flies to tic frst stake or the
second from you, bends bis Iead to peep, and rattles again as if to, provoke
you to a continuance of what appears to lin to be excellent sport Ho

its upon tIc roof of tic bouse, hops along it, beats tic shingles, utters a
cry, and dives into your garden to, pick the finest strawberries lie eau
discover." IlNo sooner have tîcy satisfied their lunger, than small partieS
of them. assemble on the tops and branches of dccaycd trees, from, whieî they
dhase difierent inseets that are passing through. tic air, launching aifter them.
for eight or ten yards, at tinies performing the niost singular mian*ouvres,
and on securing their victim return to tlic tree, where immnediatcly after a
cry of exultation ks uttered. rlhey pursue ecd other on wing in a very
amicable manner, i long beautifally curvcd swecps, during whidh the remark-
4ble varicty of ticir plumage becomes conspicnus, and is highly pieasig
to the eye. When passing from one troc to aniother, their fligit; resembles
the motion of a great swing, and is perforzned by a single opcnig of the
wings, descending at first, and rising towards tic spot on which tLhey are
going to, alight, with cýase and in the most gtraceful Inanner."'

Tic nest of thc IRed-icadcd Woodpecker ks placed in alhole bore.d in, a
tec by the indefatigAble bill of Uic bird, and is not lincd with Içaves, féeprs,
or other materials, but sixnply enlarged to the, proper dimensions, and..made
sinooth and conifortable. Tic feinale lays six eggs of pure white, and the
yotwg arc hatehed lu thc bcginning of the simner. .''hey. beave Çpga,ý4x
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