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The Art of Chopping.

Crorrixg is an art, and one that is not to be
acquired in a day. Those who bave hanldled the axe
som carliest childhood, and become familiar with
i's management, have little idea of the awkward-
ness felt by those who make
their Grst altempt at chopping,
after having arrived at mature
years. However, with a little
perseverance, the art may soon
be acquired by parties who
have been accustomed to handle
tools of a very different deserip-
tion. There is, however, agreat
difference in the facility and
effectivencss with which people
handle the axe  One man will
chop much faster and more
neatly than another  Nor is it
merely a question of musealar
strength  Shill hus far more to
do with it. A small man, pus-
sessing apparenily but little
strength, will oftc chep twice
as much as a burly, powerful
fellow who “ hasn't gut the hang
ofit,”” agbackswood-mon would
say. It is difficult to prescribe
rules for handling the axe pro-
perly. An easy swing obtained
Dy straightening the back at
every stroke, and throning the
axe well up into the air; a
riraight aim, fiem grasp of the
handle hilt in oae hand, and
qnick, fiee motion with the
other , perfect clasticity in the
arm-, and the avoldance of all
stiff, 1igil movewments ,—these
are the chief requirements.
But, after all, there is a certain
knack which only intuitive per-
ception, aud intelligent prac-
tice, can give. Wouare notsure
bat the true chopper, liko the
trae poct, is * born, not made.”

Qur engraving exhibits two men in the act of fell-
ing a tree. The scene finely illustrates tho first sleps
in the process of clearing land. We are to suppose
that the heroes of our picturo have taken up a lot of
fand in the unbroken forest, and are in the act of
beginning to rid it of its timber, as a preparation for
tiMing tho soil. Generally speaking, chopping isa
winter jolr. Other work isscarce at that seasonin tho
uewer narls of the country s and by proper, managa-
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ment. what is chopped in winter can be got ready for
a erop during the following summer or fail, if not
indeed in the spring. As there is usually more or
1ese snow on {le ground daring the winter months, it
is very imporiant to bave the land intended to be
cleared, nicely underbrushed the previous ail. Twnigs,
caplings, and the smaller trees,—those nol mure than
about six inches through, ghould be cut close to the
ground, in -rder to facilitate dragging in the first

crop. Itisa very slovenly, awkward affiir, {o have
a lot of little stumps bristling up in a clearing after
the burning off is done. In the primitive woods,
most of the {rees stand perpendienlarly, and there-
fore they may be felled in any direction that is de-
sired.  Much labour is avoided by making n careful
examination of the ground and timber before begin-
ning, and especially ascertaining the direction of the
prevailing winds in gpring and summer. This will

sometimes be indicated by aslight lean on the part
of the trees, and more distinelly perhaps, by the in-
clination of the tops. The importance of this exami-
nation will appear in conneaion with the process of
burning off. In commencinga pieco of chopping, the
largest and must unmanageable tree, say a great
Water Elm or Uak, should be felled first, and if the
prevailing wind be from the North-West, ihe tree

should, it possible, be made to fall toward the South-
East. Then by carefully cut-
ting the rest of the trees within
rcach of the clm or oak, they
will all fall with their tops on
the first tree felled—the trunks
forming various angles with
that of the first tree chopped
down. As each tree is felled,
{the branches should be all cut
off so0 as. to form a compact
mass. Where the timber is thick,
these heaps will be nearly, if
not guite, close envugh to walk
over through the entire extent
of the fallow. When the time
for bLurning arrives, the fire
will run with the wind length-
wiie of the beaps, cunsuming
all befure it, and often leaving
a clear lane ;--brush, tops, and
cven the smaller logs being
burnt oat of the way. When
a tree is hent so as to fall the
wrong way, it will often reach
another row, or if the inclina-
tion be not two deiisive its
course may be direcied by the
use of a- spring pule,” asitis
called. This is a light, tough
pole, about 23 fect long, with
& strong, sharp spike in the
small end, protected from split-
ting by a ferule. When used, it
is placed on the side of the tree
opposite to that toward which
the tree shounld fall, the spike
thrust into the trec about 20
feet from the ground, and the
bottom end jerhed toward the
stump of the tree. A small
rope may be altached about
half way up the pole, and fas-
tened round the stump below the place whero it is
being cut offt. By doing this tightly, the pole will bend,
and all its elasticity made to contribute toward for
cing the tree to fall in {he desired direction. The
usoof the “spring-pole,” requires much judgment and
cantion. Atree will usually fall on that side of the
stump which is cut the lowest. If it bo desired to
throw a tree in a given direction, letit bo first cut
on that side threa or four inches lower down than on



