ol

74,

THE CANADA FARMER.

125

Hovticulture.

EDITOR—D. W, BEADLE, Connesrasuixg MEXBER oF THE
Roran HoRTMLULTURAL SOCIETY, ENOLAND,

Apple for Name.

An esteemed  correspondent residing near South
Monaghan has sent uzan applo desiring us to give
the name.  This is not quite sucasy a thing to do as
many persons svem to unagine, even when one is
quite fanhor with the variety. A single specimen
may hut v ry imperfeetly show the peculiar markings
which arc distinctive of the varicty, and so leave the
oxaminer in great doubt, when, if he had a dozen
specimens from the same tree, he might have no hesi.
tation whateverin giving the name. And here we
desire to say to ourcerrespondents, that when they
wish a fruit named, to send not less than a dozen
specimeng, and to send them to St. Catharines, di-
rocted to the care of the Horticultural Editor there
This will save time and the dclay consequent on re-
ceiving them first at the office of publication and then
forwarding to St. Catharincs. 1t will give the writer
much pleasure to aid our pomalogical friends by nam-
ing any fruits that may be scudtoliim, and that he may
be the better able £ nawe them correctly, please to
gwwe hum all the information with re.ard to them that
youmay posscay, whether you know the tree to be
grafted where the variety was procured,and the Jhar-
acter of the suil in which the treeis growing,

In the mstance now before us, the frut has many
points of resemblance to a well known apple, but also
a few points of difference. The general form of the
apple i3 more conical than is usual with the Newtown
Spitzenburgh, wlich in color and flavor it very
cloaely resembles. If there wero a dozen samples
taken at randumn from the Larrel, it might be scen,on
looking at the other samples, that this conical form
was exceptional, and that the oblate wasthe normal
shape of the fruit. In that case there wonld be no
hesitation in saying that this apple was the Newtown
Spitzenburgh; but if, on the other hand, the oblate
form was exceptional or wholly wanting, there would
e strong grounds for believing that it wassome other
variety. As the matter now stands, with only one
specimen to judge from, it can merely Le sand that
this frmt may be the Newtown Spitzenburg. It is
certainly a good apple; and if the tree be hardy at
South Monaghan and a good bearer, it is well worthy
of being cultivated generally in thuse parts.

Cross-Bred Apples.

¢TI am much pleased and intercsted in the remarks
and experiments of C. G. Pringle and uthers in cros.
sing apples, and taking the Northern Spy for the
female parent. It would scem that I am a little in
advance of some of these gentlemen in this matter,
having crossed Northern Spys with Wagener and
Spitzenburgh some nine years ago, and I now send
you samples of fruit by express of four new varictics
thus produced. ‘The notion current among hybridists
that the male parent cxcrts its influcnce chietly over
the fruit, while the fumale gives character to the
plant or tree, is according to my experience crroneous.

““In many of my experiments in crossing grapes,
raspberries, strawberrics, and cervals, I have found
the pollen to exert an almust entire preputent influ-
ence, 50 that scarcely a vestige of the character of
the female pacent was to bo fuund an sume of ther
cross-bred offsprings.  Take for mstance our black-
cap raspherry crossed with white four-sensuns, some
of the scedings bure whito fruit, exactly hike its
father, and threw up abundance of suckers, but could
not be wduced to root frum the tips of the canes Like

jincdis in diamctre, oblate, consulerally nibbed, and

its mother. Agun, Ihave sown winte sweet wnnkled
corn, and carly in the season removed its own pollen, )
and then at the propur time furnshed pollen of some
common ycllow corn, then again sume pollen of purple
corn, and when the ¢ nis nipe, I have found, mstead )
of white sweet corn, yellow corn and purple corn in
the same ear, and in sume instances buth yellow and
purple in the same kernel distinctly marked ; and yet
the female parent, the hernel of sced that prdeced
the stalk, was white sweet wrinkled corn, showing,

i

in my opiniun, three distinct results in the corn,
expaiment, viz.. the poner of the pollen to change
the color and shape of the corn ; its immediate cffect
upon the embryo grain to which it is applied ; and
also a proof of superfeetation, or, in other wonds, of
one sced bemg the joint1ssue ot tne two male parents.

“But to return to the apples, Mr. l’mzfvlo 8ays
‘ many secdlings were grown and transferred to tho
limbs of Dearing trees,” with a view, I suppose, to
have them come into immediate bearing.  Well,
friend Pringle, I wish you every success, and if your
scedling apples grafted upon the hmbs of the beanng
trees, bear frut before the onginal tree upon its own
roots, 1 hope you will let us all know it, for like your.
self I was once a believer in this (in my opinion)
popular fallacy ; and have gratted many cross-bred j
seedlings into the Limbs of buanng trees, and worked
them upon Paradise stuck in order to bring them mto
immediate bearing, but never by this meanssueceeded
in getting one young scedling that had never borne
fruit to Dbear carlier than the onginal seediing
tree from which the graft or bud was taken. In re.
gard tv the ntility of crossing our bust apples with |
our best varicties of crabs, it 18 a point upon which I
am yct undecided, but it always scems tome a retre-
grade movement. ,

* llave we not scedlings from somo of our best old
varicties of apples, with constitutivns equal in every
respect, and with better fruit than our best erabs? 1
think we have, and in my experiments in crossing |
apples, I have always got more of the crab quality n
the fruit than was dusitable, notwithstanding overy
known means was used to guard the jnstil operated
upon from the insidous iutluence of the subtil crab
pullen, that might Le floating in the atmosphere at
the time of the operation.

“Where do these crabs como from? is a question
that I have asked myself hundreds of times, when
looking upon the first fruits of son.e of my carcfully
crossed, long and anxiously waited fur seedlings, that
were really, after all, nothing but crabs. Are these
cases of reversion to the onginal parent stock? Is 1t

s the influence of the root upon the sved of the graft 2 ragh experiments, and 1t was feared that

Or was the air filled withminuate particlesof farina from
my neighbor's crab trec some ten rods distant? as
minute and invisiblo perhaps as the fragrance of its
blossoms. Was 1t this that stole a march upon me?

“Oh, how little do we know of these matters ; but
let not this discourage any young hybiidist.
more is known now than was known fifty years ago
on the subject of crossing plants. And I think the
fruit just sent will show that I have not labored in
vain in crossing apples. 1 might state that the
Ontario Fruit Growers’ Associativn awarded me a first
prize this fall for a seedling thus }n‘oduccd that is now
past ripe. _And although it has long been a question
inmy mimnd whether any experimenter mn these matters
will ever be rewarded financially for Ins labors, yet
there is a reward in feeling (as Hon. M. P, Willer
once said to me) that “ success will crown your labors
and posterity bless your memory,’

** For the encouragement of others in this great work,
1ct me say, that after many years' labor, 1 now fecl
confident of having succceded in producing a straw-
berry, a raspberry and fall wheat, superior to any-
thing ever before grown in this country. I shall take
pleasure in sending the Couniry Gentleman a few
plants of a new sec«ﬁing strawberry, a cross between
Wilsun's and Dr. Nicaise, a great bearcr, and has
takhen first price fur size and flavor wherever exhibited,

‘ CIIARLES ARNOLD.
“Panis, Ont., Jan. 15th, 1874

The specimens came in good condition, and we have
given them a carcful examination.  No lis a large
and beautiful apple, thiee inches hugh and nearly four

deeply shaded and steiped dark 1ed ‘on yellowish
ground ; the short sten n a deep, acute cavity, and

Much {J,

est m the experiments and thewrresults to repay thear
labors ; and 1t alnays atlords us pleasure to give such
results as those mentioned above by Mr. Arnold to
our readers,~Counlry Geatlonan,

The Esport 'of Cranberries.

From the following favorable notice of the Ameri.
can Cranberry (Oxycoccus Mucrocarpus) in the Lon.
don Ficld, Feb. 14th, there appears to be a good
opportunity for the suceessful introduction of that
frut 1nto Ureat Britain, and a httle perseverance m
placing theberry fairly before the publie there would,
no doubt, result in an extensive recognitivn of its
merits, and ultimately causing it to become as great
a favorite wath Enghshman as 1t 13 waith Amenicans
and Canadians. Throuvh tho kindness of Messrs,
Carter & Co., of Iligh Holborn, we have reccived o
box of Amurican craubernies frum the New-Jersey
Cranberry Growers Assoctation, accompanied witha
request that we would test and report on their
culinary value, and state their condition in which
they arrived in this country. The cranberries them.
selves are much larger and finer than these we aro
accustomed to see, being, we believe, the produce of
of the Q. yeoccus macrocarpus, and not of the specics

>

indigenons to Europe, namely, the Ocncoccus palustris,

They were sent in small boxes contaning about six
orseven pounds cach, and were not bruised ordamaged
by the transit.

The production of cranberrics in the United States,
although necessanly contined to hmited areas, as they
grown turty soil, and the cultivation 13 attended
with heavy expense-- has mncreased wathin the last
few years to a surprising extent. as has also the taste
and demand for them. About twenty-five years since,
the earhier cultivators were thought to be making
acrop of one
hundred barrels wonld over-stuck the market ; but
now a capital of mullions of dollars 18 successfully em-
ployed in their growtl, and the snnual yield is esti-
mated to be about one hundred thousand barrels—a
large patt of this amount bung producced 1 Southern
ersey.

In the United Statcs they are regarded as supply-
ing a place that can be filled with no other fruit, as
they keep well if stored mn a cool dry room, and can
be prepared for use m ashort tune and wath little
trouble.

The great American cranberry dish is cranberry
sauce, which is used as a preserve with bread or in
pastry, or as an adjunct to meat, game and_poultry,
agwe cmploy currant jelly. It is made n less than
ten mmutes by stewing the berties with sugar and a
hittle water.  Somectimes the berres are strained after
hoiling to remove the skins and seeds before the sugar
1s added.  As prepared in erther of these modes the
American cranberries have a piquant aaid flavor, per-
fectly sue geners, the recollection of which makes ns
regret the fact that at the present time they are not
to be obtained in England.  We also tested the frmt
m pies and tarts made after the Enghsh fashion, and
found it most exceilent. The Amecricans have a
louschold method of sealing up their preserves n aire-
tight jars, which are not vo be obtained in thas coun-
try ; thevefore we tned the cranbermes as i the
form of a jam, but the amount of boilmg necessary to
reduce the frunt to a solidity fit for keeping dissipated
the flavor to a considerable extent. ~ The struned
Juice forms a very admrable Jelly, of an exceedingly
rich color and perfectly transparent. Wehad not an
opportumty of trying all the American receipts with
which we weve furmshed, but, from the experenco
we have had, feel contident that the New Jersey cran-

tho calyx in a very deep ribbed basin; flesh nearly
white, tender, with a rather acid, but agrecable and

leasant flavor. Should the specimens generally be

ike this one, and the tiee prove a good grower and
hearer, this vartety would become popular in market.
The charactenistic both of Spy and {\ agener are strik-
ingly scen n 1ts external appearance. No. 213 a
moderate sized, ovate-conical apple, with a very long
stem and very narrow crown and basm ;3 the stin
mottled and striped red, the flesh yellow, tine gramed,
rich, mild, subacid and very good, and apparently a
cross of the Esopus Spitzenburgh and Spy. No. 31s
1s a handsome, oblate, nbbed apple, with a strong
blush on waxen yellow sk, fine grayned, but rather
deficient in flavor. No. 4 resembles No. 2in shape
but 13 duller 1n color, and with a mild subactd, mod-
erato flavor, )

. We regard the intelligent originators of new varie-
tics of apples and other fruits in the Iight of public
benefactors, who will never be likely to reap ‘much

berries only requires to be known in this country to
Le very Iughly appreeated.

Two vERY HARDY Arries.—The Waibridge and
Pewaukeo are spuken of vuy lughly by the Western
Farmer as being exceedingly hiardy apples.

Gnop Frvir Year.—Reports indicate that the
fruit prospects are very flattcring this year.  Peach
trees are 1 specially fine con lition, and for the first
time in years it is thought that the plum crop will
not turn out a failure.  Swmall fruits—berries, cuts
rants, &c., all promise well. .

RecrIrT For RABBITS TIAT LIRE TO BARK Yousa
Arrie Trers.—To cight pounds of lard (old rancd
greaso will do as well) addpone pound of Cayenne pep-
per ground very fine; heat and mix thoroughly; ap-
ply warm with hand or brush, trom the ground up,
nfteen or cighteen inches.  Unc application will last

pecuniary benefit, and who must find enough nter-

for two years,



