THE CANADA FARMER.

Junx 1,

.

—— —

Tur growiug taste for flowers~ the desive to make
hume cheerful and attractive by surrounding it with
orpamental trees and plants—is one of the most
cheering indications of our rural progress. Who
passes a farm-house. built of logs thongh it may be.
arsund which even a few flowers and flowering
shrubs hate beon tasiefully set. but 1s chicered by the
sight, and drawn towards its unknown occupants
with a feeling of kindly sympathy and esteem® There
are forne nnfortunate beings who take pecaliar views
uf lifo—views bounded by the narrow cirele of physi-
cal wants, or the yet narrower limits of sordid gain—
who sometitnes make their boast, in no jesting mood,
that of all the fowers to them the cauliflower is the
most attractive, or in their atilitavian conceit. ask,
* What is the use of flowersY™  As we pity the blind,
+0 we pity those who can see no use in flowers.  They
do have their uses, and not the least of these is their
hWnmaaizing pewer. They refine and clevate : they
cultivate our taste, enlarge the boundaries ot our
thonghts, deepen our love of the beautiful. and
quicken ail our better fechngs.

To the lovers of flowers —t0 thuse who, for the sake
of the fluwers. ave willing to take the gare and do the
labor necessary for their caltivation—we send a wond
of friendly greeting, wnd a foa bins for their lower
garden

When the frosty nights havi Bsappeacd, aud the
«arth has become warmed by the sua. thes is the time
to sow the flower seeds. Tho<e who can take the
trouble to make a frame and cover it with asash can
sow earlier and get their plants more forward than
by sowing in the upen ground. Bat tiere are very
many desirable flowers that may well he sown in the
open hopder, Thar this may Le doue with the best
suepese it e of the first importanee that the soil be
made as Hght fave and friable ae possible. Tosecun
thic 38 must e s oM ot b 2030 L satuandly
# heavy elay @t will he very much fnmpravad b
miving with i cepsiderabl deaf ninntd fruw e forct
amd <me achee with sand i the Batter can be had
A exeellent fertitizer for all Kinds of dawers ean be
casily obtained by gathering the sods feom the fenee
carners and read-sides bito 3 heap aad pouriag upon
them he sovpecads and <lops of the house until they
are thoroughiy decazed. and then adding a tittle wells
rot'ed manure.  Fresh, aarviied manare should not
be ased i fower bede. This should he maost
thuronghly in-orp awated with the soil antil the whele
i light and fae. Many flower <oeds ate very small
aid cannok Tores dieir wag wp chirough the cruxt of a
ST #0il. The fued Suedds am biess sown upon tae
bed, and eavered Uy sifling sine monid over them
taking care to cover them wnly just doep epough 1o
keep them mest. Maeh of the disappointment ex.
perteaced feom Seeds not coming up 1 arcasioned by
planung them too deep. When buried to such a
depth. they da not eeceive warmth cpengh foom the
& o caable e o germinate, and they capge
quentiy rot i e ground,  Sametiines the xeeds do
spraut. hut the tendor <honishni e not stwengih caomgh
10 grow up throuzh such athick cavering and porigh
hefare ey reach the serface.

After the plants are w it Wil b gomersary @06 o0t
that they lave safficiont roem oo grow,  Waere they
stand thick & will be arccssuy v pull ont some.
radravaurniag slwaysto leave thaxe that aee strongest
and give pramise of making the finest pianis. I the

“grwnned e freguently sireed. tie labous wist be ampry
repid o the increased growsh and vigear of the
s, awd the groater abundanee and higher por-
tretion of the flowers. If there shounld not be safli-
cirni rain 1o keep the beds moist, it may boeome dee
sirable to Zive theam an oceasional watering.  Woea-
ever this i done it shonld be done thoronghly net
Ly gising a Litde eprinkling that will jast wot the
teaves and moiston the eurface. Dut by giving the
ground & good soaking.  Ust water that has stood in
tr s Inng onmizk 10 be ¢omewhat warmed by it

heat, not cold water from a spring or cistern. The
next day after watering, stir the surfuce of the soil a0
that it will not bake and form a crust, and younr
single watering will be all that the flowers will need
unless the drouth be very severe.

By keeping in mind these few simple general prin-
ciplcs there will be no difficulty in raising flowers.
We give the names of o fow of the hardy annuals,
which can be easily grown in the open border and
will well zepay the needed eare and attention.

The SwrET ALvssty is sach a free flowering plunt,
although the flowers are small, continning in bloom
the whole summer, und withal is so fragrant that we
cuninot pass it by,

The Casvvrrrr makos very shuwy beds. There are
purple. white, lilae. and erimson varieties. The
plants shonld be thinned out to about five inches
apart.

The Coxvorsvias Masor, or Morning Glory, is of
many colours and a very showy elimber, but displays
its beanties to early risers enly

The Covvorveres Mivor ix o dwatl varicty. grow-
ing only about a foot high : the Quwers wosily light
bine and dark purple.

The Docsis Gruss-CENTRED HELIARTIUS 1= the best
of the Sunflowers. and grows ubout five feet Ingh.

The MariGorns, both African and French, are very
showy. Their peculinr fragrance renders them unfit
for buguets.

Of M1GNONETTE every one must have a bed for the
sake of its most delightful fragrance.

A BNING Prisrosgs make @ beautifal display as the
sun goes down  Lamarck’s Grandiflora is the most
showy, The plants shonld stand from-two to three
feet apart.

The Durtmyosn Purax fairly rivals the Verbena in
the brilliancy of its flowers and constancy of bloom.
From June until severe frosts the bed is covered with
showy blossoms of aimost every hue, some most deli-
cate in colouring. others dazzlingly bLrilliant.

The Portiraca is also a very showy flower. The
colonrs are cramson. yellow, white, striped. &c. It
daes not thrive well in the shade, but flourishes best
whin fully «xposad to the ddewa, ot sun.

Thue I'rTUsia heeps up a suecession of flowers until
the hard frosts of approaching winter ki) the plants.
Ket in beds. with the plants about cighteen inches
apart. they soon cover the ground and make a beau-
tiful display.

The Swrer Prais very fragrant and makes an ox-
cendingly desivable climbing plaat.  If the blossoms
are cut freely it will continue to flower all summer.

The Ackoctiswn is aue of the most desirable ever-
lagting tlowers. The colours are bright rose and pure
white,  If the flowers are gathered, as soun s they
apen. and dried, they can be keptin the dark in o
drancr gt Lax aud usad fur makang winter boguets.

The Heracunrystn 13 another everlasting flower for
winter boguets, hm'i‘o and showy, and of a great
variety of colonrs.  The flowera should be cut just
belore they are fully expanded.
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Phenomena of Plants,

Prasts ealibit some phenomens supposed to arise
fran the staic of the air, winch accurate observers
Fegard as prognostieaung changes of weather.

Whea the flower of the chickweed expands boldly
and fully nn rain will o}l for at leasy four hours
after

Wien the chickweed half conceals its miniatare
fawers the day is genemally showery,

1F the chickwerd entivcly shuts up its white flower
tet the traveller put on his great-coat, and the
plonghman give up his day’s work.

1 the flowers of the Siberian sow-thistle keep open
alt might there will cortninly be rain the nexy day.

The different gpecics of trefoil {clover) always
conteact their leaves at the approach of a storm.

Il the African marygold docs not open its flowers
abamt seven o'clock in the morning, yon may be
sure i3 will rain that day, unless it thunders.

The uansual fruitfuloess of white thorns and dog
roxe bushes is a fore-runner of 2 severe winter.

There are several plants., cspecially those with
componnd yellow flowers, which daring the whole
day wen their flowers toward the sun, looking
towards the cast in the morning, the south at noon,
and the west at night. a fact particnlasly observable
in the sow-thistle.

The Qlgwers of the chick wintergroen droop in the
night, to keep the dew or rain from injuriag the ten-
der pollea.

Qne spesies of woadsorrel shuts ap, or dowbles its
feaves before stors and tempests, a Tule which the
sonsitive planis and cassin also ohrerco.

The flowers of both species of tragopogan open in
the morping at the approach of the sun, and without
regard to the state of the weather, regularly shut
about noon, from which fact the plunt has uttained
the name of * go to bed at noon,™

The four o'clock (mirabils) is well known from its
remarkable property of opening its flowers at four
in the afternoun, and not closing them till the same
hour in the morning.

The evening primrose (Enothera) {a native of
Farmington] is noted for jts remarkable property of
regularly shutting with an audible popping noise
abont sunrise and opening at sunset.

The tamarind tree, the water lily, the marygold,
and the false sensitive plant in serene weather expand
their leaves in the day time and contract them in the
night. The Hower of the garden lettuce opens at
seven o'clock and shuts at ten.

A species of serpentine aloes, whose large and
Leantitu) flower exhales a strong odour of the vanilla
during the time of ts expansion, i cultivated in the
[miperial Garden in Paris, where it does not blossom
titl towards the month of July, and at about 5 o’clock
in the evening, at which time it gradually opens its
petals. eapaunds them, droops and dies, and by ten
o’cloek in the same evening it is totally withered.

The cercus. o nutive of Jamaica and Vera Cruz,
exhibits an exquisitely beautiful flower, nearly a
foot in diameter, the inside of the calix a splendid
yellow, the numerous petals of a pure white, aqd
vmits o highly fragrant odour durirg a few hours in
the night, and then closes to expand no more.

The flower of the dandelion posse. ses very peculiar
means of sheltering itself from the L. t of the sun, s
1 closes entirely whenever the heal secomes exces
sive,

Linnweus enumerates forty flowers possessing this
kind of sensitiveness. and divides them into three
classes.

1. Meteoric flowers. which less accurately observe
the hour of folding, but are expanded sooner or
later. according to the cloudiness, moisture. and
pressure of the air.

2. Tropical flowers that open in the morning and
cluse before evening every day, but the hour of their
expanding becomes carlier or later, as the length of
the day varics.

3. Equinoctial flowers, which openat a certain and
exact hour of the day, and for the most part close at
another determinate hour~—Furmington Chronicle.

Spring in the Garden

Nakmy was the snow gone and the earth loosed
from its fetters of ice, when the gladsome spring
flowers, springing up in the very footprinta of Old
Winter, came to tell that his reign had passed. How
welcome are these first tokens of returning lite! They
tell such n winsome tale of balmy south winds and
coming verdure that we love them, both for their
own loveliness and for their promise of sunny days
in store.

The Double Snow-Drop was among the first that
came to say that the chains of winter were broken.
1t raised its modest white flowers even while the snow
showers were yet falling, in itself beautiful, and
beautiful asa harbinger of coming buds and blossoms.
Then came the Crocus, with more showy flowers, in
colars white and blue, and yellow, wany delicately
ghaded or veined and striped.  Jlardly had the Crocus
Yegan to fade when the beautiful Hyacinths opened
their spikes of many colored blossoms, and the air
was laden with the rich perfume. And besutiful,
indeed, they were, of every colour— crimson and blue,
purple and pink, yellow and rose, and white, of cvcrz
ghade and hue. With them came the Double Englis
Violet, mingling its sweet fragrance with their rich
perfume—an unpretending flower, whose odors filled
the air with a delicate sweetness. Then the more
gaudy Early Talips, in scarlet and yellow, blazed forth
in the warmer sunshine, and the curious Frittellarias
opened their chequered flowers in colours of purple
and brown, white, yellow, and pink. .

And now the reign of Flora may bo said to be
fairly inaugurated. The Pansy bed bas been daily
increasing in bloom and beauty; the Dicentrs, or
Bleeding Heart, is throwing out its gracefal branchos,
Wl strong with Tosy, hearb-shaped blossoms; the
Japan Quince is a-blaze with its crimson fowers; the
yellow Foraythia is loaded with ita golden bells ;
the sweet Narcissas shows its golden, crimson-ediged
cups ; 2nd ali through the Garden, Plant, and Ebrad,
and Troe Is putting on ita bridal attire.
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