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side of the Two-Mile Creek, at the houses of Crooks, Secord,
John Butler, Thomas Butler, McClellan, and Fields, were
in plain view of the British advanced posts.

Very early in July, it had been determined to await the
return of Sir James Yeo's squadron, before making any
attempt to force the enemy’s position, while on the other
hand, General Boyd was likewise restrained by positive
orders from the Secretary of War to risk no forward move-
ment until Commodore Chauncey had regained control of
the lake.

Notwithstanding the pledges given by them at the Con-
ference near Queenston on the 5th of July, already referred
to, many of the Six Nations residing in the United States
had been induced to “take the hatchet,” and a body of
Senecas had been actually engaged against the British at
Black Rock within a week after. This fact naturally created
great excitemont among the Canadian Indians, by whom it
was denounced as a distinet breach of faith, although at the
same tiwe they displayed an evident reluctance to fight
against them. The activity of the Indian department was
seriously obstructed by other causes. It was contrary to
the customs of some of the tribes to attack an enemy after
sunset. The chiefs of the western nations were already
quarrelling over the distribution of the annual allowance
of presents, which had not yet arrived. To crown all, the
mutual antipathy long subsisting between Claus and Norton
had increased until they would scarcely speak to each other
and as the Mohawlk chief was generally regarded as a brave
and skilful leader of his people in the field, his complaints
could not be ignored, and the influence of the superinten-
dent was gradually undermined.

But four days elapsed before another council was held, at
which besides Colonel Claus, Major Givins, Captain Lorimier,
Lieutenants Ferguson, Le Clair, and Lorimier were present.
On this occasion, it became apparent that the Indians from



