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“that T find tho subject so ably handled as it is in your April number
in the paper contributed by 'Abbé Provancher 1 think the act for
the protection of insectivorous and other birds should be amended by
placing Bobolhks nnd Waild pigeons 1a the hstof protected birds, and
placing shrikes, and pechings cedas bitds, nmun;: the excepuons  The
cluse season should alzo bo exterded to 1st Sept 1he ('t:gllll\‘h?ud
regarding the granting of licenses 10 persons desirous of obtaining
birds or cggs for scientific purposes should also be made more
stringent. The licenses now granted aro abused by persous collectng

* pird-sking for commercial purposes

The Department of Agriculture shuuld make it o cundition, when
making a grant of 'money to aoy Agricultural or Horticultural

Society, that such & ciety should undertake the enforcement of the
act wuhin its district.

I enclose a circalar which I drew ap, in 1868, as Sec-Treas, of

* The Fish and Game protection Club, a copy of which 1 intended
sending to the teacher of each pubtic shools in the Province, which
intention was however never carried out owing to want of funds
think the article by 1 Abbé Provancher should be printed in pamphlet
form, und copies of it distributed among all the public shools,
together with some such circular as the enclosed, and that the sume
ghould also be sent to the different Agricvltural and Horticultural
Societies v. p 26. H.R.

April 9, 1881.
The question a3 to the uscfulness or non-usefulness of swall

_ birds is not yet a setled one. It seems at present to be jn course
: of mqury what birds are and are not beneficnl ; v. extract from

The .anadwan Spurtsman and Naturalist in the present number.
A.R.JF.

The useful Birds.

The readers of the Ulustrated Journal of Agriculture will have
appreciated on perusal the valuable essay of FAbbe Provancher on
the protection of insecuvorous birds. The law referred to was

. promoted and drafted by the then Secretary of the Fish and Game

! thiee years helore venturing to submit it to the Legislature

i deemed poudent at the tme to omit birds of the hawk kind from

. protectivn Club at Quebec, who wrote up the subject during two or
It was

protection, owing to the prejudice which eaisted tbat these brds
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; lived upo the poultry of the farmer—on the contrary, the birds of

]

prey affec.ing thus province are the best friends of the agricultunst,
as their principal fuod consiats of field mice and like vermio. It was
also considered that the law would be more easily worked by not
mentioning by name the various insectivorous birds to be protected,
as that would create the necessity of having an o1 nithologist to attend
at every prosccution brought for infriogement of the law. The exclu-
sion of the beautifu! Boboliak from protection was owing 10 an error
in the printing of the draft of the bil—snow bizds were excmpted
from protection as they are only with us during the winter —The
word ** snow bied  in the draft was printed ¢ ice bird” in the act,
which 32 an other nume for the Buboiiok—The shrike, & fierce pre-
ducious bird, should not be proiected, but the bawks as well as the

i crows should—a few words will suffice as an amendment —There 1s

still in the gawe law a serious defect.—Wild ducks are not suffi-
cicutly protected—1ibese birds are in pairs and commence breeding
in the country in the nesghbourhood of the city of Quebec ip theend
of April Ad kiods should be spared between the 15th March and
the 13t Scpteaver—if not muiested 1n the spring, they would increase
amazingly F. W.G. A.

Megantic, April 1881.

I must beg to differ entizely from the writerof the above asto
hawks being the farmer’s friends. 1 bad the misfortupe, once
upon a time, 10 farm in a thickly wooded diztrict. The damage done
to my poultry by hawks was somethiog fughttul. A R.J.F.

The sale of horses, brood mares, &e., at Messrs. Dawes’
farm, Luchine on Saturday, April, 30th, weot off most success-

j fully. The Clydesdale stallion, and one or two other lots,
. were withdrawn, but the rest ” tched very high prices. I

weut to buy Berkshire pigs for . fricnd, they were all suld,
one man having carricd off 25 the week before. A.R.J.F.

Fonthill Nurseries.

We beg to call attention to the advertisement in conuec-
tion with the Fonthill Nurseries. The reputation of the firm
stands high, aod from all we have heard, we doubt not that
the pronuses made by 1ts members will be honestly and ho-
nourably fulfilled.

Hay in Stack or Barn.

“ Hay: A., Montreal, says :—There are ten acres of hay
cut; half of it to be put into stack, the other half into a
barn. The barn is double buarded, and the doors are ught
and sound. Onc half of the hay is thoroughly made, the rest
rather green  Which half would you put into the stack ?
(Put the dryer half into the barn).” The above, from the
Enqglish Agricultural Guselte. edited by John Mortoo,
ought to settle the dispute between me and Mr. Deming,
But it will not, I suppose.

ArTRUR R. JENNER FUsT.

Improved horse-hoe, cultivator, &c.

Syrup and Sugar from Sorghum.

We call the special attention of all those who cultivate
Sorghum to the advertisement of Mr. E. S. Munny, From
our koowledge of him as a manufacturer of great practicul
rbility we are convineed that the implensents from his factory
will be satisfactory to the purchaser. Sumples of syrup, both

%

Sorghum Ml

from the Sorghum and from beet-root, made by Mr. Maony
himself, we have tasted lately, and we found them excellent.
*Mr. Maony has 1060 acres under Sorghum this year, on
his own account, with such a quantity, he will have no
difficulty in showing to every one who cares to learn the per-
feet adaptation of his implements to their intended purposes.

Shropshire docs not scem to agree with my appreciation
of the Hampshire-down sheep. T am sorry for it, but as he
assigos no reason for hic epinion there is no matter for
discussion  He has clearly never scen the animal in his

native habitat, so he can have no idea of the daily hardships



