Novemerr 1890

THE ILLUSTRATED JOURNAL OF AGRICULIURE.

e ———

193

THE POULTRY-YARD.
OARE oF HALF-GROWN TURKEYS.

1t is a pleasuroto care for young turkeysin summer, Their
period of infantile helplessness, when they seem to eourt di-
sasters of all kinds, i3 past, and those that have managed to
sucvive the inolement spring or have been put out siuce, are
now thrifty and stroog, full of lifc and vigor, and especiully
cuergotic in their scarch for something to eat. The larger
part of their daily food at this time shculd be insects of all
kinds, and fresh, tender verdure, and tho flock should be
induced to travel far and wide io search of it, Iiiko children,
there is ne tonic half a> good for them as plenty of fresh air
and cxercise.

Until 2 month or six wecks of age poults should be
housed at pight in a coop close enough to keep them from
ruoniog out in the dew and rain ; after this time a larger and
more open apartment is required, where tho mother hea only
can be restrioted, and io which low perches may be placed,
for growing turkeys, are always healthier, and safer too, after
they begin to roost at night at sume distance froiw the ground.
When from two to three months 0ld, according to the quality
of their growth, the brood should be allowed to roost out of
doors, on low limbs of trees or on poles cight or ten feet from
the groand. This the flock considers a great promotion, and
will come home an hour or two carlier in the afternoon in
order to arrange themselves to their satisfaction. I have
gearched for my turkeys far and wide, and found them at last
comfortably settled on their perches. looking down at me from
their superior height with much condescension.

The food given them at this time should be the nicest of
the table scraps, or simply bread moistened with sweet milk,
but when the wheat is harvested and threshed, then whole
sound wheat may be given. After the turkeys begin to roost
in the trees at night, they are down in the morning and off
to the fields without waiting to be fed, but unless water and
shade are convenicnt here, they all come back again abont
ten o'clock, They prefer cool clabber or thiok buttermilk to
drink, and after refreshing themselves with something to cat
and drink, they drop down on the grass under the trees and
test ool the afternoon begins to grow cool, when they all
return to the fields again. They could get on very well with-
out any supper, but it is a good plun to offer them something
as a reward for coming home.

The younger poults, after bcing turned out of the yard in
the morning, seldom retoro until night, and not always then
unless somebody goes after them, They are very fond of the
orchard, and as it is cool and shady out there, it is better to
carry them a lunch of bread and mulk at noon than to bring
them to the house. When you first come in sight of them,
they are probably enjoying a midday nap, but the sight of
you reminds them how very hungry and thirsty they are, and
they beg most clamorously until the pan of food is set before
them, when they all jumb in it at once, and sercam at the top
of their voices all the time they arc eativg, In afew minutes,
though, their appetites are fully satisfied, and they walk off
and leave you, cating grass and clover, as if anxious to get 2
taste out of their mouths. (1)

During the very warm weather tarkeys of all ages should
be fed litle or.-no heat-producing or fattening food ; after
they are old enough to-cat grain, wheat, oats, barley and buek-
wheat arc to be preferred to Indian corn. Everythiog that
is given them should be of good, sound quality, and a some-
what smaller quaatity +hould be allowed at cach meal than
the flock would lika to receive. There is nothing more whole-
some for them than good milk, bat it is better to allow them

{1} Plenty of young onions, please. A.RJ. PR

this twioe 2 day, at morning and cvening, and keep fresh
water before them at other, times,

Some of my neighbors boast of not feeding their turkeys at
all after they arc a moath or six weeks of age, but this [
thiok is a mistake, for I notice in the fall that when compar-
ing the weights of our respeative flocks, the greater weights
of mino more than repay me for the extra foog and attention,
By thus being fed regularly, their development is both rapid
and substantial ; they have large frames, and as they alrcady
have some flesh, can much more casily be made to take oa
more, 0 oun be gotten ready for warket carlier, or developed
into finer stock turkeys,

During the growth of turkeys they should be examined
cvery little while to see if they have become infested with
vermin, and when this is found to be the case, a drop or two
of pure lard should be rubbed on their heads and under their
wings aod thighs, the mother hen being also treated in the
same way. This must only be done in warm, dry weuther,
aod the brood protected from rain for a day or two afterward.
Fierce, beating ratos, however, are always dungerous to poults
until they are seversl months old. I have found a whole
flock, after being exposed to a hard, beating shower, lying
apparently lifeless, or just gasping for breath, and the most
streauous efforts were required—warming, drying and rab-
bing their limp little bodies—in order to restore them to life.

The ownoer should be careful to keep himself informed of
the range of his flock, so that no time may be lost in Jooking
for them wherever this becomes necessary. Tarkeys are usu-
ally .very systematic in their habits, have a regular route when
they start out in morning, a certain place to rest at widday,
and return home at evening through different fields from the
ones they traversed in the mworaing.

Another and most important reason why we should kecp
informed as to their rangeis that we may koow where tolook
for them when they fail to come home abnight Many poul-
try kecpers by uneglectiog to do this lose by the depredations
of thicves, both human and otherwise, the reward of their
whole season's work. It paysto take care of cvery crop
that is nearly made, and yet, just at this time, many of us
relax our watchfulness, and then rail at our * bad luck.”

A FarmEer's DAvGHTER.

GROWING SAINFOIN HERE AND ABROAD.

Eps. CounTRY GENTLEMAN,—I read Mr. Howatt's aiti-
cle about “ sainfoin,” p. 584, with great interest. I said this
revolutionized cualture in certain localitics, I proceeded to
look it up, an< found that in Ebpgland. on heavy chalk soils,
it is highlg valoed. Thea, said I, it will work on heavy soils
with hardpan under them. I propose to sow it next spring
on such, preparing it as advised unless you now advise other-
wise. Please tell mo where I can get the secd, and the price,
and add such other information as you think will be uscfal.

R. 0. M. Troy, N. Y.

There are no certain localities for the growing of sainfoln ;
any locality, from Maioe to California, will suit it. In Eog-
land, to make the most of all orops, wo adapt them to soils.

As a general rule there it is grown on chalky soil, chalk
being a geological formation abounding in Europe, and nearly
altogether absent here. It consists of a very large-proportion
of-carbonate of lime. England is-probably the best country
in the world in which to learn farming, every detail being
properly impressed on the mind, but if we were to follow it
as practiced there, we should be a nonentity in the scienoo.
Even here differcat seotions require different practioe, if oot
an sltogether different crop, and none but the throughly-vers-



