ORT

- DEVOTED TO TEMPERANCE, SCIENCE, EDUCATION, AND LITERATURE: -

VOLUME XXIil. No. 16,

MONTREAL & NEW YORK, AUGUST 10,

1888, .

30 CTs, per An, Post-Paid,

FALCONS AND FAL-
- CONRY. ~

For many conturies
falconry was the mna-
tional sport of England,
rivalling -even the great %
pastime of fox-hunting.

Strict Iaws were made &
from time to time re-
garding it and only cer-
tain classes of men were
allowed to keep certain <
kinds. of birds. To
:royalty alone was per- §
mitted tho use of the
jer-falcon ; an'earl might
use'a peregrine, and a
yeoman hunt with the
gos-hawk, but the little
gparrow-hawk was con-
sidered quito good
enough, for a priest,
whilo the *‘‘knave?”
or servant daro be seen
with nothing but the

PEREGRINE FALCON.

useless kestrel. About
the middloof theseventh
century, however, the
sport began to decline,
and since then, though
rallying ocensionally,ad-
rancing civilization has
proved too strong for
it. The cuclosure of
waste Jand and general
agriculbural  fmprove-
ments gave it its fivsh
blow,next and strongest
was tho™ introduction of
fire arms into the sport-
ing field, and to-day, 3
though successfully |
practised in odd places,
is as anativnal sport ex-
tineb.  Almost all kinds

of small gune were |
hunted with one or other
of the many vatictics of
the faleons, froin larks,
partridgesand rabbits in
England to Dbustards,
storks, pea-fowl, spoon-
bills, kites, vultures and

. “even gazelles. throughout Asia
-and Africa; The hawks most in

use in England at the present
‘time are the three great north-
ern flcons, -tho .Greenlaid, Tce-
‘Jand, - and . Norway falcons, the
peregrine, hobby, merlin, goshawk,
and of these the favorites aro the

' peregrine and goshawk.  Hawks
, arc divided intv.two great classes :

TFirst,falcons proper,orlong winged

" hawks, " with - pointed wings in

which " tho second: feather, is the

“longest und tho irides are a dark

brown ; and, second, hawks whose
wings are rounded, with the fourth

The fermules of all the varictios are
larger and more puwerful than the
males, .

Now for a fow individuals,

Tho Poregrine is considered the

typical falcon aind is the bird
most commonly  trained for
"~ hawking. It is about the size
= of the 1aven, and for its
size, the most powerful and
- conrngeous bird of prey that
“flies. Tty color is; Dblackish-
blue wbove . and white with,
more or less cream color be-
neath. It s the most faumiliar
of all the hawk tribes, there
being hardly o country from
the Avctic circle to Tasmania’
and the Argentine Republie
where it is not at home, It
will adapt itself to any circum-
stinces, .building its “cyry
“either o1 the sea cliffs, craggy
inland mountains, ‘the dry
parts of an American marsh,
trees in the forests of Java,
or waterless ravines of Aus-
tmlin, * Game keepers have

- worst foc, but without reason,
as it attacks none but tho
weak and. diseased birds.

~p -

feathor the longest, and the irides -
- . P 1]
of yellow, orange or. decp orango. -

long looked upon it as their %

. MARSH HARRIER.

Tho Hobby is the
representative of
another group of
falcons and is
recognized by its
bold  upstanding
position -and long’
Y wings. The Eng-
¢ lish hobby is a
“bird of great
power of - flight
and is Jargely used
in the eapturo of
inscets, which form
its chicf food. Tt
visits Burope dur-
ing the summer,

. when' it is eed-
- lessly and wan-
tonly- déstroyed
by game:keepers
whofulsly nccuseit
of destroying much
of their gamo.

’x\§ ~

: + The Merin is
one of a small but
very beautiful
falcon group and
is extremely bold,
not lesitating to
attack birds of I
twice its size and
even oceasionadly
human boings,

N
trined. “is - ver
aflectionate, . Tho
y; Female has a sober
plumage but the
male is much gay-
er with the pro-
verbial ¢ pinions
of glossy Dlue,” %
and the deep
ruddy huo of its
lowerparts.  Ibis
used chielly for
flying atlarks. Its
nest is usually
found low among
the heather. The
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