26 ERUPTION OF THE GREAT GEYSER IN 1862,

rise under a blazing sun at 5 a. m.,
break your fast and break up your
camp, ride on pony-back for forty or
fifty miles, and camp again in the
evening under the same blazing sun,
you will find it warm. That cheering
luminary only goes to bed for tweo
hours in the twenty-four in Iceland du-
ring the height of the summer, but he
makes up for his dissipation by doing
exactly the opposite during the winter.
I found a towel relled round wy hatas
necessary in Iceland asa kefiek in Syria.

On July 31, 1862, a party of travel-
lers were meandering along the road
leading to the Geysers from Thingvalla.
It consisted of nine persons and thirty-
two ponies; half of whichlatter were off
work, and trotting quietly along ahead
enjoying the reflection that they had
done their share of the day's work be-
fore noon. The rest were progressing,
a few with ease, but most with difficulty,
under their respective burdens. A
cool evening suceeeded a hot day, and
when in sight of a small hill and the
stony glutcau in which the Geysers are
! formed, one of my companions and
wyselt” galloped forward, fearful of
missing aneruption which might take
place any moment.

It was a strange place. Lmagine a
tract of land of a few acres in estent
totally devoid of vegetation, covered
with petrified moss and twigs and sili-
ceous debris : on one side to the north
or north-east was a hill of voleanic
structure, its rocks of every colour in
the rainbow, its base one mass of va-
riegated fragments. Far away on all
sides for miles lay a beautiful grassy

lain watered by rivers, and in the far
istance east-ward the peak of Hecla
stood out on the horizon with the faint-
est cloud overhanging it. Ononcside
of the hill was a small farmer’s hut,
made of turf, very thick and verystuffy.
The inhabitants stared stupidly at us
on our arrival, and then took no fur-
ther notice. We camped about one
hundred yards to the west of the Great
Geyser. Due north of us was another
pool, boiling but not eruptivez to
which we gave the name of ‘‘the
kitchen,”” on account of the culinary
eroses to which we put it.—
est of us, abovt one hundred and
fifty yards off, was the Strokr, a small
eruptive spring; and still further off
the Lesser Geysers. Here and there
were little insignificant poolsat.J steam
vents, but none of them subjeet to

cruptions like the Great Geyser. |
find it hard to give the dimensions of
this wonderful spring from recollection.
but I think the basin, which is por.
tially sinooth inside, is about twenty.
five feet across from edge to edge, and
in the centre is a hole about seven feet
in diameter. The basin is always full
of boiling water, intensely blue and
transparent, except for a few houns
subsequent to its sudden emptying by
an_eruption. When the sun begins
to be less powerful towards evening
and during the nights which are some-
times quite chilly, the whole plateau
where we encamped is covered with
masses of steam. There isa kind of
sulphurous taste and smell about it all,
an({) the debris of former camps, and a
fow scraggy ravens hopping about and
screeching, give it an unearthly ap-
Rear:mce, something like the scene 1
Macbeth before the witches come on,
By nine o’clock, p. m., we had all
scttled down for the night, with our
blankets over us and our heads on our
saddles, six of us under a waggon tilt
which served as a tent, covering a space
about eight feet by five.  After a con
siderable time spent in accomuodating
ourselves tc our rather uncomfortable
quarters, we inanaged to get to sleep,
but our slumbers, however, were of
short duration. Rumbling soundsun
der the ground and vast shocks as it
were on the floor of our tent turned us
all out half awake and half aslecp to
see the eruption. But it was alwayssa
false alarmn, and in we turned agaip,
grumbling.  If this happened oncee
that night it happened seven or cight
times I verily believe, till we got s
sick of going out that we said ‘‘the
Geyser might go off by itself for all we
cared ; but turn out again till we bed
had a good snooze, no! we would not..
We had resolved to wait an unlimi-
ted time for an eruption, and not ﬁlz
away without secing one, so it may be
taken for granted that no one got up
at 5 2. m., on August 1, 1362. Whes
we did get up, we found it blazing hot,
not a breath of wind blowing, and ne
apgarent signs of an_eruption. I ns-
ed up an awaing of towels and hand
serchiefs, but to no purpose. 1 batk
ed in the river, but in vain, 1 cou
not get cool. The time hung heavlly
on our hands, so we sent our things 0
the wash, there being a first-rate opes
air laundry from the Geysers down {0
the river. Towards evening a breet
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