
fiee, that, as loving chiidrenl, they might obey him "against that Got, wYhose clastising inight lie ever
by choice, not as slaves, by necessity. Ail odier fels, redoulnds upon the creature so f voured by
tliiings he created for tieir sake, andi maintains for i thc £eitJey.
tlhe.m in the ino perfect order, ani inviolable regu-1 I1. it not also probable, that when the Angels
farity. 'hem alone, he len fbr a time in a proba- !first beheld man, sprung fron the forming laîi<l of
tionary state of' filial freedon and inidependeice ;1tht Creator, at that time wlen the materiai iffolw-
putting it thus in their power to acquire by their cd the rpiritutal creation ; when they the morning
voluntary obedience, a righttl clami to his fatlicly stars praised hit togIether, and all the sons of God
affection; and, by neriting the bliss, for wh ihmade ajoyfulmelody, Job. 88, 7.-s it'not proba-
iley were created, to enthance the'r dignity, and le, that at that moment, while they considered
perfèct the relish of ail their felicity, by their seise hm by bis nature, as so much theirinferior,îtatAi-
ofihaving, as far as in then lay, deserved it. Thusi, jmighty God mnay have revened to theni his design,
in granting tem their freedom, God bas crowned : ofsomne day, si identifving himîself with man, as to
Iis own gifis, by cnabling the.nl to consider such as 'make him i l his own personî their rigtflui Lord
their acquirei property. - and Sovereign; and in this anticipatiug sense, in

The only rationaland iinmortal beings, of wion order to try their humble at J due subanission to
we have any knowledge or report, Angels and his Sovereign will, may the Eternal Father have
men, have abused of their freedon; and thus merit- said, alluding o tlie word incarnate, His eternal
cd chastisement; which sad circunstance bas cal)- Soit: Let ail the .Angels of Gad adore him! Ps.
1-d forth the display, of two hitierto unexerted at- 96, 7-Heb. 1, 6. Who knows but this very com-
tributes of the Deity,--of bis justice in punishing,, inand, addressed to te whole host of Heaven, may
and of his mercy in forgiving. In tic case of the! bave formed the test and trial of their allegiance ?
Anîgels, whose guilt. originatei in thenselves, his and the occasion of Satan's fail, iogether with
justice is shewn in al its awful and unrclenting ri- those, who like him, from the proud sense of their
--our ; in iat of mai, wihose crime was not of h s natural superiority, may have disdained to worship,
awn conceiving, but of the tempter's suggesting, as man, the filial Deity. Ail that we know lor cer-
iltat same justice is but partially severe, and ron- tain on tie subject, is that the sin of the Angels
ditionally limited. A nev state lof probation is, was he sin ofpride, and the vain thought of ex-
t herefore, allowed to man. The divine mercy iw- alting lthensdIves above the most Hligh and Holy
lerposing in his belhalf, affords him the means of' One; at the same time that ve observe in scrip-
a toning for his offence to justice. He is thus en- turc their opposition chiefly directed against the
abled to efflct a most perfect reconciliation with his eternal Son, especiaîty in liis capacity of man, the
oflnded God ; and to regain, even in an enhanced Redeemer and the Saviour of the human race.

olegree, te bliss and dignity fron, which lie fe: It would seem that God, who foresaw all that
,o, thtat, according ta Saint Paul, where sin has a- would happen, and had formaed from ail eternity
hovuded, grace has abounded more.--Rom. 5, 21. bis designs in man's regard, intended in creating'

Little did the devil dream that such means of him, not a simple, but a compound bemng, whose
salh-ation coulti bc found for guilty man. He rea- persan consists in die closest union of two appa-

o;ied from his own experience; and naturally rently incompatible substances, of a rational and
concluded tlat le liad rendered man's condition tliiaing soui, with in inert, unconscions, material
as hopeess as his own. What else could lie sup- clad, te afford hlm, i hîneW a striking proof of
sase? He had found God's wrath, implacable: the possibifit ofthat otbcrwise setingly incredi-
tior aught he knew was in the cature capable of. Ic nysteiy, the incarnatirm; a mystery desigled
a touaing ta divine justice for the offence committei. for hlm ajuse, aut intended to fora the great sub
Merry was an attribute of the Deity to him quite jectofhis faith, und abject of bis hope; by wvicl,

unkniown: and Ite possibility of not only raising Got, ivho made man t Isis own image and like-
'attn frem his fallen state, but of exalting him f6wair. s, disdeigucd net te malu hiuiself Io mans
above his former dignifici and happy condition, image and likeness, morter t0 restaie of iliat image
%vas a mystery placedi beyond the utmost.range of and likeness, what lad bec» dcgraded i if, and
lis conjecture. He gioried, thoerelore, in the full disired y sin.
convictiq liat ha had marred ic designs of God No wander then, tu man shoid le tha parti-
in man's regard ; and rumaed thic earthly cature cuiarobj"Ct af envy and batrad Io Satan and bis

lassocintes, whose forittd bisas, lie as createti ta

iere, as notltiie happens 'vitlicut a cause, 've mitext; whoe wi and reprob tion May have ri-
nay naîurally inquire, 'bat cxcited in the texipt- Iginateo i ieir opposition tseis predicei Defi-

%lig fienti so ici a Itatreti ta oui- race; rint wihy ha)1 cation; andti ho v.ie-w theceasy deenaîci victim af
.o cigmrly sougt ta iuavolve it in Isis own dest-u- btheir seductionfot on y rescucel fro their reveige-

finis. fui grasp, but plared in a mûre nîcritorlous, Mid

But titat race was t'rcatet te itanht the brias, consl uently, a more de ale condition tha n evr
rbexf o. r nay, enoble, and exaltei abore them, by ghat VerY

jectn ofc hi faith Unobec of: his hope;t by whch

%vas envy, then, a vite titat ever seeics to accora ature, whicli theydispised bas so inlerior t0 theirs,

pihdia ruit of iLs abject; it Was cnvy, tiat urg- liand whîci now fo ms the precions mad wonderftli
Sma gus ank, liknst insiperably mites tore f that mg

and i kine ne i is wat hd Ibei ae in elest, n

Nol wonde then, that. ma shoul be th ar

maydng natuL in ur what. c ce , in th e !lm tempt-aer h lq vete9=c

cafftua *Anîst

the most abject ivith themostexalted; hte finite, and
evel Itortal, doomlteti vith the infinite and eternal.

Bu how was this wonder of wonders Ito ha
wrouglt ; and still thei dread sentence of death.
proinouaiced agailnst guilty mans, to be verified ? O,
it is here that revelation discloses to tas a nystery,
which no created intellect could ever once have
dreanied of

Mai hiad freely and deliberately sinned, and
thereby, like the rebel Angels, not only had forfeiteil
Iis title to tliat bliss, for which lie 'vas created, but
had also incurred the dread penalty of Death in alU.
fte extent of its meaning : Death spiritual, whicha
deprives -lte soul of ber life, the grace of' God :
Death temporal, which separates the soul fron
flic body, and doomst this last for a time to retirni
to its native dust : and finally death eternal, by
which flic wlole man, body and soul, is condemii-
ed to an ever dying life, or raties, an ever living
death ; for death eternal is but lie continually pro-
longed in order but to feel the pangs and agony of
diath. Suci vas the woeful state, to wlih main
had made himself liable by bis guilty yielding to the
sjggestion of the tempter.

From this hopeless state did God resolve to de-
liver him. Man, however, moust maké the satis-
faction due by hin to divine justice for his offience.
But neither man, ijor ail the creatures together,
can malce the adequate satisfaction required. Howi
then was this incompetency in the creature to be
removed ? Ah ! could it ever have eîtered into
the imagination of man or Angels tiat Gd him-
self would become that man capable of atoning
superabundantly for the guit of man ?

The cheering tidings of God's gracious purpose,
were announced to man in Paradise, immediately
after lais fali. it wias when lie bail ail to fear from
the justice of hais Maker, that bis Maker's mercy
gave him all t hope. He dreaded now, lhis laite
delight, the Deity's 'wonted visit; and hid himself
from his face, among the trees cf the garden. And
the Lord God calletd dam, and said to him, ddan
tchere art thou ? His heavenly Father invites him
back, his still beloved, though disobedient child.-
He liears him and lais partner acknowledge their
fauit, and accuse the serpent as the author of.all
the mischief. He seems quite to overlook teir
crime, ;md turnis the whole weight of hais indigna-
tion against their tempter. He lays lis curse upon
him, ,dooms the proud aspiring fiend to the most
abject, vile, and fiithy pursuits; declares betweena
him and the woman., whoim lie thought to have
brought under hais controul; and between lais biood,
the wicked, and ber offspring, whom he fancied

now blasted in their root, and thus ruined forever:
an endlessmreach, and a determined hostlUitv. He'
foretells that she, the waker sex, over whom his
cunning had prevailcd, should yet set ail Iis
might and malice at defiance. That she should
crush his head, and trample him in the dust, ihile
he vainly laid sn-aresfor hem' heel.

Having thusailayed the fearsofOur first Parents,
shewing them stil] hope, where no hope appeared ;
he then, and nottil then,passesseitence tapon thems;


