
174 ~Canadia'a Mtetltocliat Magazine.

for the first timne wrought as harmani-7
ously with one anather as if~ they had
neyer been canriected wvith. separate
organizations. Sa far as the ministers
arc concerned, at least, the union is
coniplete ini spirit as it is in form; and
,thaugh time n-ay be retureci ta cam-
pletely heal the waunds which have
been infiicted in particuldr neighbaur-
hoods in former days,and ta obliterate
the memory of such a state of things,
which happily exists na longer, the
demonstration of the feasibility of
the fusion of ail the separated parts
of aur camman Methodism into one
homaogeneaus amnalgam may be con-
sidered complete. 'There hias been
in each of the Conférences a gratify-
ing increase in the membership, of
the Church, as compared %vith last
year. The work of Church exten-
sion lias been pushed forwurd wvith
conimendable zeal; and though in
same few instances there hias been a
slight falling off in the funds, it is
readily accounted for by the uncam-
,mon stringency of the maney mar-
ket, and the commercial depression
which hias prevailed throughout the
country. ljpon the whole, the year
just clased hias been marked by a
gratifying degree of prasperity; and
wvhile, as a Church, we raise aur
stane of remeînbrance, and put upon
it the inscription, "lHitherto the
Lard hath hélped us," we have a
a right ta Ilthank God and take
courage," in the confident assurance
that "lthe Lord of Hasts is with us,
the Gad of Jacob is aur refuge."

PF.ESBYTERIAN UNION.

After years of eamest, and, we be-
lieve, prayerful deliberatian .and
negotiatian, the union between the
"lCanada Presbyterian Church"l and
the IlPresbyterian Church of Cana-
da" hias at length become an accam-
plished fact. With the exception of
possiblyadozen ofcongregations, con-
nected with organizations in the Unit-
ed States, and a cangregatian or two
heretofore connected with the "lauld
kirk," wvho seem ta be dispased ta
,carry their apposition îta uniion ta the

extreme, Presbyterianism, through-
out the Dominion is one. Already
this great and pawerful Church hias
received, as it Je serves, the congrat-
ulations of Protestant 'Christians of
ahl denominations. Even the An-
glican Synod, a body praverbially
cautiaus about doing anything wvhich
ivauld imply a recognition of any
other Church than tlîat which it re-
presents, carried away by a generous
enthusiasm, ivhich every true Pro-
testant cannat but admire, did itself
the hanour ta adopt, by acclamation,
a resolution expressive of the great
pleasure with Nvhich it regarded the
consummatian of the union. Presby-
terinnism hias set a noble example in
this matter of union ta the other
denaminations, and deserves their
thanks as wvell as their congratula-
tions. The Presbyterians ivere the
first ta enter, in an earnest and prac-
tical wvay, upan the ivork of healing
the divisions existing among them-
selves, and they have been the first
ta arrive at camplete unity. As
Methodisn hias, followed their ex-
ample ta the extent of flot only talc-
ing one important step in the process
of the unification of aur own denomi-
nation, but hias also entered upon
preliminary negatiations which look
ta nothing less than unit'ng the dis-
jecta ilemibra of Methodism through-
out the Dominion inta anc compact
and pawerful body, may wisdorn and
grace be given us te persevere until
this grand consummni .on be reached.

DOMINION DAY.

The First of July, which wie sup-
pose is ta be regarded as aur national
birth.day, was observed as a holi-
day throughout the D'onjinian; but
ivhether the -full significar.ce of the
event wvhich we celebrate on that
day hias yet -wrought itself into the
minds of any very considerable part
of the Canadian people 15 daubtful.
It certainly hias flot ýproduced any
veryremarkable degree of enthusi-
a.sm. 'the confederation of d'e Pro-
vinces, in which the foundatian of
aur natianality has been laid-, -vas
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