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ON TWO WNSCRIBED STONES 0F THE ROMAN PERIOL)
FOUND IN UREAT BIIITAIN.

BY TEE REV. JOHN MCCAUL, LL.D., PRESIDENT 0F UNIVERSITY
(3OLLEGE, TORONTO.

IN the month of June of the year 1872, some labourers who
were workilig at Sea Mills, on the Avon, found a stone lying wvith
its face downwards on the surface of the rock. Mistaking it for
a part of the rock they broke it, but fortunately so, that ail the
four pieces can be easily adjusted. For my knowledge of it I arn
indebted to the Rev. H1. M. Scarth, who kindly sent me an
accurate drawing that he had himself miade of the object 50011
after it was f ound. Tbis is reproduced in our engraving, Fig. 1
My learned correspondent in lis letter describes it thus:

IlThe human headl cut on it has earrings attached to the ears, and raye
appear tn come froi the head. Abuve the head is a curved lune, at each
extremity of which is, un the right hand a cock, on the Ieft a dog. Above it is
.a cross. Below the bust je the word bpEs, with a Ieaf-stop on each siie ; and
below the letters c(or o> sFzri. Thlere te stune je broken, or rather, as
eeem s to ]e, CUL.*

The characteristies of this stone sufficiently prove that it
was monumental, in memory of a female naraed Spes. That it
was monumental is indicated by the hinnan headl cut on it (the
curve probably intended to denote the top of a niche in which a
figure or bust was sometimes placed), the representation of
animais, and by the inscription. In these particulars it resembles
many sepuichral stones; the only thing not common is the

¶angular form of the upper part, but of this there are several
examples. That it was a memorial of a female named Ses is
also,1 I thinki, certain. It may be assumed from the cominon
practice, in ancient Roman monuments that the human liead was
intended as a likeness of the person in whose meinory the grave-
stone -%vas set up. The ear-rings and the absence of a beard,
suffic.iently show that the person was a female, and this inférence
is warranted by the name,Spe in the inscription.* The rays (for

* The radiated head is as old as the time of Auguetus. In the coins struck,

after b-is de-ath, bearing the legend Diras Augustus, raye are repreaenttd as
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