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them at His word, they brought the report with joy. Because God
has infinite power and knows that He is using this power for
holiness, He has infinite joy, He abides in infinite tranqullhty
because He hag infinite power.

II. This joyousness of God is communicated to the believer.
The joy of forgiveness, hope, redemption, is not the only joy.
There is a direct joy given to the believer from God, as the branch
abiding ,in the vine partakes of the nature of the vine. The
divine nature is glven to every beheve!‘, and then the joyousness
is given. : i

Some of the results: (1) Our nature will be: made healthy by a
Jivine healthfulness. It is possible to make a desert in the soul
and call it peace, but it is only a shadow .of peace; but when
Christ comes into the soul He brings all the faculties into healthy
harmony and thereis joy of peace. (2) There is the joy of working
for the salvation of others. (8).The joy .of power not our own,
power communicated from God. A power not our own has come
in the redemption by Christ festoring our shrunken and deformed
nature. This joy does not depend. upon outward circumstances,
but upon how much of divine grace we have in the soul.

Finally : The joy-of the Lord is your strength. (1) In arising
superjor to adverse circumstances. - It does not-arise from without,
but springs up within ; and so as it is not.dependentupon ¢ircum-
stances, it cannot be destroyed by them. . Paul and Silas in prison
singing songs is an illustration.. If we-have the joy of the Lord in
our hearts we shall not be disturbed in calamity.

(2) The joy of the Lord is our strength in overcommg the world.
If Christ be in us we shall not hunger after the ‘things of the
world. If we have the joy of the Lord in our hearts we shall not
crave cards, the dance, the theatre, because we shall have some-
thing muech better. Come out of the kingdom of this world and
let the joy of the Lord abide in you, and you will rise above these
things,

(8) The joy of the Lord is our strength for Work It is the
joyous heart to whom work is light and easy. Get the joy of the
Lord in your heart, and it will come aut in songs, in testimonies,
and in loving efforts.for the salvation of others.

Thére is 2 joy in bemg a Christian that never.can.come to the
worldling. Put Christ up and self.down, and thejoy ‘of the Lord
will abide in your heart and send you ‘forth to do’ mlghty work
in His kingdom.—Re. A E. Waﬁe. . R :

—When"we cannot do ‘what we would in rehglon we must; do
as we’can, and God will accept us.— Heniry Y- -
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