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The canal wvas opened as far as the oîîtskirts of Montreal
by AUgUSt, 1824, arnd thc first vessel passcd throughl in
1825. The canal was a barge canal with five feet depth of
water and locks 100 feet by 20 fcet. The advisability of

W'canal construction by Government instead of a private
company is well shown in the history o! the Welland canal,
wvhich wvas begun inl 1824, and comrpleted after much mis-
management and many difficuities, including the falling in
of the Deep Cut, in 1829, but so poorly that mucli subse-
quent work: was requisite.

We nowv approach the period wvhen Quebec lost to
Montreal the proud and lucrative position of the ocean
port of Canada. This carne about through the constr uc-
tion of the laite St. Peter channel, %%hich isone of the most
unique canais in the wvorld. Its length is about eigliteen
miles, and it affords a depth of twventy.seven and a lbal! feet,
its submarine wvalls being sometimes sixteun feet deep, and
ranging froni one hundred to one hundred and fifty yards
in wvidth. The history of its construction is interesting.
In 1826 the merchants o! Mlontreal presented a petition
that aid be granted in clearing the St. Lawrence at lie Plat
and in Lakce St. Peter. The niatter wvas referred to a com-
niittee of the Legisiature, wvho examined pilots and ship
captains, ail of wvhom thought that any channel wvhich
mighit be dredged wvould be aimost immediateiy refied by
thequicksands. lna 1830 Capt. H. W.. l3ayfieid surveyed
the lake, and in his reports o! 1831 and 1835 expressed the
opinion that it wvas doubiful 'vhetlîer a cliannel for vessels
o! deep draught were possible. 'Montrealers, iîowever, do
not acknowledge that anything is impossible to them, and
inl 1838 the Committee of Trade a gain broughit the inatter

Sforward and asked for a sixteen feet channel in place of the
Snaturai one o! only eleven feet and a hall. A new survey

was ordered immediately a!ter the Union Of 1841, and the
engineer, D. Thornpson, declared a sixteen feet chan-
net practicable. In that year the Legisiature appropri.
ated fifty.eight thousand five hundred potinds sterlitig
towards the undertaking. The machinery and dredges
required for the work wvere completed by 184:3, and work
wvas begun in the foilowing year. a straight channel iî5o
feet wvide and 14 feet deep being projected through the
flats. This appears to have been an injudicious proceeding,
as the currents drifted large quantities of sand into the ex-
cavations. Work wvas, hovever, continued until it wvas
ascertained in 1845 that the appropriation wvould not be
sufficient. A committee visited the wvork and decided that
it would be better to abandon it and enlarge t he natural
but crooked channel, a proposai in wvhich Capi. ]ayfield
concurred, only that he thouglit it more economical to
complete the straight cut now that it had béen so nearly
flnished. He advocated increasing the ividth to alhundred
yards. The work wvas resurned, and discontinued in. 1847
for wvant of funds, some seven miles out of nine having
been dredged and seventy-one thousand pounds sterling
having been expended.

Montreal would not accept its defeat. Its citizens
kept up their agitation, and an act wvas passed in ib5o em-
puovering the Harbor commissioners o! the city to excavate

Sa channel through the lake to, a depth of sixteen feet, they
being authorized to raise the necessary funds by a toit o!
flot more tlîan one shilling per ton on vessels drawirig ten
feet of wvater anid upwards, and by borrowing thirty thou-
sand pounds currency. The conimissionlers abandoned the
straight cut and adopted the natural channel eleven and
a half miles ]ong, which by the following year they
hiad dredged to a depth o! thirteen feet, an increase of two
feet, at low wvater. It wvas wvith pride and keen anticipa-
tion of a bright future that the people o!. Montreal in that

year watched the IlCity of Manchester" pass dowvn the river
en route for sea, drawing fourteen feet. In Z852 the coni-
missioners wvere authorized to effect an additional bapn o!
$16o,ooo, supplemented in 1855 by a further authlorization
for $400,000, In 1852 the depth of the channel was 15
feet 2 inches at lov water, and by the end of 1855 an addi-
tional foot hiad been gaincd, bringing the channel to the
depth wvbich had been contemplated. But ocean vessels
had been grow.ing larger, and the commissioners had
determined not to stop there. In 1855 they liad received
authorization to excavate a twenty feet channel, and pro-
ceeded with the wurk with energy. In 1859 the Govern.
nient advanced theim Sôo,ooo, on thieir plant. l3y idbo a
channel o! seventeen and a quarter feet at low watcr had
been reached, and the Harbor commissioners liad con.
tracted a debt o! $68o,ooo, not including the $6o,ooo due
the Government. It is wvith some surprise that the writer
ilotes a considerable difference in the statistics gîven by the
Board o! Trade and the Goverranient on this subject. He
has folIowved the Government report, aithough the Board of
Trade declares that thiere wvas an eighteen !eet channel by
1857. In 186o the Government determîined to reducc the
toit imposed by the commissboners, and assurned the debt
o! $68o,ooo, an action confirmed by Act of Parliament in
1864. When the channel had been brought to the depth
mentioned, it wvas decided to make it twenty feet, the
Govetnment consenting to %vipe out the $6o,ooo indebted-
ness and pay a further sutn of $ i 6o,ooo on the completion
o! the works, leaving the plant, whîch they had loaned the
commissioners, in the hands of the latter. The twventy
feet canal wvas completed by the autuman o! 185 B3ut
again it wvas determined to deepen the channel, and by
1878 it had reached 22 feet 6 inches. A depth of twventy-
five feet wvas reached in 1882, and by 1888 a great celebrat ion
wvas held in honor of the passage o! a vessel drawvmg
twenty-seven and a bal feet froni Montreal to Quebec,
makcing Montreal by the energy o! lier citîzens the most in-
land seaport o! the wvorld. In that year the Government
took over the wvorks.

Canadians are too familiar wvith the history o! the
"Royal WVilliam" for nie to more than refer to it here. Let
it suiffice to say that this wvas the first bona fide ocean
steamnship to cross the Atlantic, that she wvas bîîilt: at
Q uebec, engined at Montreai, and per!ormed her mernor-
able voyage in 1833, sailing froin Pictou on x8th August
and arriving at Gravesend, seventeen days later. She
was subsequently sold to the Spanish Government.
The flrst company to run a regular line of steamers
between Montreal and Great Britain -%vas chartered
in 18.53, being granted a subsidy o! $î9,ooo per annuni
by Goverrament to carry a. !ortnightly mail. It also
received $4,ooo fromn the St. Lawrence & Atlantic
Railwvay and $x,ooo from Portland, whicb city it
made a port o! cali. On ioth 'May o! that year the
"Geneva," 350t0ns,arrived in port, thepioneerof Montreal's
ocean steaniships, if we except the "Royal WVilliam." The
"lGeneva" Il as !ollowed by the"I Lady Eglinton " and the
"«Sarah Sands." TheçCanadian Steam Navigation Company
did not, howvever, succeed, and wvas replaced as a niail car-
rier in 1856 by the Allan Line.

This famous Canadian Une wvas founded by Captain
Alexander Ailan, o! Saltcoats in Ayrshire, wvhose ship
1«Jane Ilcarried stores to the Duke o! WVellington in the Pen-
insula in 1815, and shortiy after the peace began runniîîg be-
twveen Montreal and the Clyde. His business prospered,
and packet aft'er packetw~as addedto bis fleet. When the
deepening o! the channel to Quebec had been partly ac-
complished, the AMans began to huild steani vessels, the


