
FaI1-Workt--with the F1oweirs
Henury Gibson, Staatsburg

W HEN Octber cornles tu tint algraoving tllings, it almost sccrns
asi atuire wvislied ta rcmnind

manî flat uue cari still ecnjov a v'ast
ainlount of bloonm incors during tile wvin-
ter nîontlis if we wvould onily pav a little
attention ta tlic neecîs of aur plants.

Plants intended for winter blooming
indoors, uvhich hav'e beexu sunimered ont
in the garderi .r on a slîady corner of
the verandah, ivill noiv bc indoors. Give
themn ail the air possible on fine days,
for the change from autdaors is a try-
ing one, no miatter how vigoraus Uhe
plants may bue. Witli proper attention
and atniosphere thLy should thrive, but
11o\ feuv do at aIl wcll. Perhaps you
have tried ta grow ilin and hiad your
disappointmnents, despite your best
efforts and attention. Pcrhaps you put
tlic Maie on the furnace, presunîiing
that the gas killed thiem, as surely it
votild, but it wvas not really flie gas.

but lack o! hunîilty in tlic atniospherc
of the roomis, uvhich was the cause o!
your failuire.

The active root hairs of a plant -.re
alinost acluatic and inuust always bW in
contact ivitlî an adequate supply of
water.

The stein and leavcs arc acrial, but
Uxieir blcavior and forin aire largely de-
ternîihed by the uvater iii the air; that
is, the humlidit% . 'l'le ..Itcr supply is
used by the root luairs, w~hile thc uvate2r
loss is tlle result of evaporation by tue
leaves. The huinidity of the air exerts
a direct contrai tipon the arnount of
w~atcr cvaporated by the leaves, and it
is evident that the evaporation uvill be
greaier whien the air is dry. If this
evaparatian or water loss is gr'-ater
dian the supply, curling, drooping, aîîd
uvilting of the lcaves ensiles.

Evert wvhn you uva-
ter your plants faith-
flully, the excessivcly
dry atmosphierc of flie
liause ks apt ta ou'er-
uvork Ileiu, by draw-
i ng -up no isi u re
through UIl Steim and
leaves, for dry hiented
atir will take up vwhat
niaisture it requires
fronm every passible
source. Wlien you
consider that. the lituni-
idity outcloors on a
suininer day is about
sevent:' pcr cent. yau
uvill appreciate wliat
ain unnaturally dry at-
mosphierc obtains in
aur himies in wuinter,
Nviierc if any uvater at

Ilis euaporatcd it
%vjll be at the miost ________

but a fcuv quarts,
with a resultant bu- The Gladiol

îni<ity af about eiglitcti to twventy per
cen t.

13y ail imans cviporatc %'alcr frcly,
bothý fo>r yotir ow'n good as welI as for
tlîat af yotur plants, b>' Ieeping a pot
or kzet île of %vatcr steamîing on flic heater
or by pans on tile radiators. Anlother
way ta arconiplish tlic sanie restilt is to,
elevate yoxur pots or% enipty thircad reels
and fIll tlie saucers withl water. Elie-
vatcd in this wva>, flic air is abule ta pass
ilirougli the hale in flic bottoin af tlic
pot, %vic otild flot bc tic case if flic
pot vvere stood in the saucer wvhen it
ivas filcd witli watcr.

PROTFOTIZ«> TUIE OUTDOOR PLANTS
If wc would have tile lest fron flhc

outdoor garden next season w'e mîust
0ive it satie attention in the way of
inulching the variaus beds and borders
ta help flic plants withstand tlîe rigors
of xvinter. \VhIiile it is flot advisablc ta
give any protection ta tie beds and bor-
ders uni il severe frosts aie expected,
yet it ks adivisable ta get the :îîulching
inaterial ready. Strawy miantirc and
lenves, lield in place wvith pille boughis,
niake e\ccleknt inatcrial for tlîis pur-
pose.

As soon as thc carly irosts ]lave cut
down the plants, clean theni off, and
get out aIl the %vueds. Thecse latter
lies are sure ta drap sanie secds that
wuill give you trouble ne\t spring. XVlxcn
cleaning off flic olci st:îlks of thle plants,
sever them four or five inches above
the graund. Thtis ailowvs them ta ripen
bett<er ilîd prcparc for tlic winter's rcst.
Carry awvay Ulic oId rubbish tlîat yau
"lean off aîîd burn it. Don't ure it for
purotection during the wvinter, for it ks
sure ta contain larvae and cocoons of
ilnsects, %vhich uî'ould hatclî out iii the
Nv:îrni days af next spring andi give you

lots af trouble, ta say nothing of tric
daniage ta the Plants.

TREATMPN'I OF IIULUS
ý.ladioli, Dahlias, Cannas, Caladiuuîî,

and otiier tuberons subjects should bc
lift-ed and placed iii a suinny place for a
fvev days, wvhen they slîould be stored iii
a frost-proof shed or cellar until tlic

spig.Xhen storing these rots and
bulbs, artificial heat niust bc avoided
or they uvill be spailed. A température
o! fraixi thirty-eighlt ta forty-live degrees
ks the înost suitable for tiiese subjccts
during the uvinter.

Roses %vill require protection during
tile uinter. If tlîey have inade long
growths that are likely to whip uvith tlic
wind, cnt thein back abouit one-tlîird of
their length. Protection niay be afford-
ed (if the bcd is a round one) by run-
ning a lenigthi of -wire netting rouind it

an flling tufie ceuntre uvith dried leaves,
on wvhich niay lue put boulie pine bouglis
or other brush to prcvent tieni blowing
about. Another inethod applicable to
mare isolatcd plants is ta tic strauv se-
curecly round tlîern and eartlî tlxem up
around the base. Crinison ranîblers and
othcr rases grrowing on wvalls should lue
taken down a,îd buried with, sou to the
depth of a1 foot or more.

Short Hints on Planting
Win. lluiit, O.A.C., Guelph. Ont.

Do not begrudge labor in digging a
hale for planting any tree or plant. Dig
it deep and uvide cnougli s0 that: tc roots
can be sprend out nicely over a surface
of fine sou. Loosen tic soil a spade's
depth beow wvhcre the roots are ta lie
placed. The terminal points of ail rmots
should point dow'nward or in a hori-
zontal direction, flot upivards. Sec the
trec or plant a lit.le deeper in its neuv
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