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and suyin% that he {the fathor) is expooted howe on a certain-day,
and that the buggy (or sloigh) will be at the depdt of a cortain
place to meot him.,

2. Writa a letter to a schoolmate, describing a prosent received,
asking the loan of n book, and stating that you will visit him on a
certain day.

}:;}. W{Vrito alotter to your parents, describing your studies in
achool.

4. Write a letter to your cousin, inviting him, or her, to visit
you.

There is room for the teachet to oxercise a great deal of ingenuity
in desiguating tho character of letters to be written. The pupils
should be required to produce short compositions occasionally. In
assigning this work, definitely specify its character. Some atten-
tion may be given to technical grammar in the course of the year ;!
but it should be remembered that the main object is to teach
pupils the practical use of langnage. In considering the parts of
speech and their propertics, devﬁop the ideas of pupils in reference
toa new point, by conversation with them, and by written work on
the black board. Lead the pupils to make their own definitions,
as far as possible. Tho pupils’ work outside of tho recitation,
should always be the preparation of some written mattor to be
brought to the next recitation for inspection and criticism.—W. 4.
Hosmer in Indiana School Journal.

THE PRIMARY CLASS.

—

NUMBERS.

Counting.—First let the pupils bo taught to count as far as ten,
by using the numeral frame, pencils, their fingers, marks on the
blackboard and other objects.

Figures—Teach the pupils to count out groups of objects to
ropresent each number, and teach the figure that ropresents the
group. Let the pupils count one ball, one finger, one mark, then
learn figure 1. Then count in groups two balls, two fingers, two per -
cils, two marks, éte., and learn fignre 2. Now lead the pupils to
ses that tiwo 18 equal to one and one, or fiwo ones ; that three is equal
to one and one and one, or three ones, or fwo and one; that fouris
equsal to four ones, or {hree and one, two and tico, or tico twos. Pro-
ceed in a similar manner to teach each number and figure as far as
nine. °

To give the pupils additional exercises for learmmng how many
objects each figure represents, let them count as many balls or
other objects, or hold up as many fingers as the given figure repre-
senis. They may be allowed, also, to clap their hands three times
for figure 8, four times for figure 4, and 20 on, as another mode of
showing that they understand the value of the numbers.

Figures in Growps.—Figures should be taught as symbols of
numbers counied, and in groups corresponding to the forms by
which the numbers are represented. Tho first group should con-
tain the figures from 0 to 9; the second group from 10 to 19; the
third group, 20 to 29, and so0 on to 100. Counting objects should
precede group, and extend beyond the highest number of the
group. No succeeding group should be commenced until the pre-
ceding one has been thoroughly learned.

Adding.—The pupils may be taught to add balls on the numeral
frame by ones; then to add figure 1sin a column on tho blackboard ;
then to add a'column of 1s on their slates. Subsequently teach
thom to add bslls by twos; then to add a column of 2s on the
blackboard : then on their slates. Proceed in the same manner
with threes.  Afterwards the pupils may be taught to add 1s and 2s
in tho same column ; thea 1s,2s and 8s in the same column. A
variety of exerciscs should be introduced by which the pupils will
bo required to add one to esch number from one to twenty. As far
as practicable, objects should be used by the pupils during the first
stops of theso lessons.

Subtracting.—~By means of the numeral framo teach the pupils
to count backward from ten, thus: 10,9,8,7,6,5,4, 3,2, 1,0.
Lot them also learn, by the use of tho numeral frame and of other
objects, o take onc from each number from one to ten, and to tell
how many remain.

Reading and Writing Figures.—Careshould be taken in the read-
ing of Arabic figures from the blackboard, as far as_100, and the
wiifing thom on slates, as far as 20, that the instruction bo given
in appropriato steps, that the numbers be arranged in such grou
as will aid the pupils in loarning them ; also that each group bo

woll learned before a new oae is presentey, Moro roto exercisos
should notibe allowed; oither with or without the numoral frame,
—N. Y. City Manual.

HOW TO-GET AN EDUCATION.

t 1. Resolve to have an education.

““ Where thore is a will there isa way." Says Burke : ¢ The
lovers of wisdom will bo wise.” Matthews says : * If a person does
not obtain an education, it is a proof that he did not intend to
have one.”

2. Go to school if you can.

.A person can learn better at achool than he can at home, At
school, study is business. In study, method is everything. The
best teachers can show the best methods.

8. Use the spure moments of time,
information.

¢Elihu Burrit :icquired a knowledge of eighteen languages b
improving fragments of his time while working as a blacksmith.”

¢¢ Franklin becamo'one of the wisest men of his age, by studying
during the fragments of time, while engaged as a printer.”

4. Give undivided atlention when you study.

‘‘ Genius,"” says Helvetius, ‘‘ is nothing but continued attention.” .
Dickens says: *The one servicoable, safe, remunerative, attainable
quality in every study, is the quality of attention. My own in-
vention, or imagination, would never have served me as it has but
for the habit of patient, daily, toiling, drudging attention.”

5. Be thorougk.

Sir Edward Sugden being asked the cause of his rapid riso in
his profession, roplied that ¢ when he learned a thing orce, ho
learned it forever.

6. Let no day puss without learning o01e new truth,

The largest fortune is made up of centa; the highest mountain
is composed of grains ; the widest ocean is formed of drops ; the
greatest store of learning consists in individual truths.

7. Lo not get discouraged.

¢¢ A golid character i3 not the growth of a day. The mental
faculties are not developed without long and laborious culture.”

¢ No one knows how much he can do till ho hag tried.”

It is not talent that men lack, but purpose.

8. The three steps in gaining an education are intention, attention,
refention.

You mus} intend to get it ; you must attend while gettingit;
you must retain as you get it.

Dr. Arnold declared that *¢the difference in boys conststs not so
much in talent as in energy.”

Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton says: ¢ The great difference be-
tween men, between the great and the insignificant, is energy, in-
vincible determination, an honest purposs once fixed, and then
death or victory.”

J. A. Coorer, Principal State Normal School, Pa.

when not at school, in gaining

ORNAMENTING THE ScH0OL-RooM.—A fow cultured women em=~
ployed ag _teachers in our country had, previous to the last year,
introduced pictures into their school-rooms. So plessing was the
effect produced upon all parties interested, that I resolved last
auntumo to devise a plan of placing pictures in all the school houses
of the county. As the plan succoeded so well and cost so little,
I give it for the benefit of others who may feel an intorest in
resthetics. I sent to the city for ono hundred neat chromos, 10312
inches, which cost only a trifle at wholosale prices, and I carried
several of these with me wherever I went in my work of visits
schools. I proposed to presont one of thase pictures upon condi-
tion that the teacher and pupils would promise at least one mors
for thoir school-room. The proposal accepted, a commitiee of
pupils, ladies aud gentlemon appointed by the teacher, would make
choico of o picture, which I then presented to the school. The in-
tercst in the picture flew in all directions, and in many places they
anticipated the Superintendent's coming by performing their part
of the contract in advance. The method adopted to accomplish



