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however, having practically disappeared the manage-
ment decided that the allowance should cease; and
that the men were to be paid merely for the coal at
the rate of 35 cents per ton.  The miners contended
that they could not earn a fair day's wage on the
basts of 55 cents per ton of coal. and consequently
went out on strike. The coal company then offered
sixty cents per ton, and the miners agreeing to this
ptice as a fair compromise, work at the collieries was,
without further delay, resumed.

A Major lHalder, acting as special commissioner
for Reuter's P’ress Agency, has recently given his
opinion through interviews with local newspaper re-
presentatives, on our mining laws, the condition of
labour in our mines, and also on other points. Major
Tialder has been in DBritish Coiumbia barely  two
rwonths, and we believe we are correct in stating that
he has remained for the greater part of that time in
Vancouver, and has ccrtalnl\ not visited any of our
inportant mining centres,  TTe, however, poses as an
adverse critic, for which he has been thanked by that
sapient body calling itself the Mining Commitice of
the B.C. Board of T rade. This ccrtamlv ought to be
rcbuke enough for any man.  But to return, Major
Halder's chief contention 1s that miners in this coun-
trv are too highly paid. and he advocates as essential
to the profitable working of our mines the employ-
ment of cheap Asiatic in substitution of white labour.
Mine-owners and even Canadian sharcholders in Drit-
ic. Columbia mining companie% will thank Major

1Talder for nothing for this piece of advice. both on
grounds of patrlotmm and political cconomy. We
have modelled our mining svstem a good deal after
that of the United States, and we anticipate therefrom
cqually good results. The United States is at present
the greatest mining country in the world, and, there,
from the first mine labour has been paid for at a high
rate. Ts an imaginary line demarking the interna-
ti nal houndary going to aftect the future of our
mines, other things being equal. as they undoubt-
od]\ are. As to our mining laws, with only one or two

‘wceptions appertaining perlnps to the locating of
umund they have so far been found to cover all re-
quirements, but in any case Major Halder is not
likelv to be consulted with regard to any changes
considered necessary.  Meanwhile, we observe. with
a great deal of pleasure, that Mr. J. D). Kendall, the
resident partner of the firm of Bewicke, Moreing &
¢'o.. m Vancouver, has taken up the cudgels in de-
fence of our mining system against this recently im-
parted and self-imposed critic, and in an interview
Alr. Kendall, while pretending to  dishelieve that
Major Tlalder has made the statements attributed
to him, directly challenges him to do <o in writing
and over his own signature.  Mr. Kendall thus re-
marks: “T know that people from the Old Countrv
very often allow themselves to criticize hefore thev
have time to understand, and T have a very vivid re-
collection of the severe rebuke that was administered
by the divector of the Ontario Durcau of Mines 1o an
engincer of this class from the other side of the At-
lantic, who had scarcelv arrived in Ontario when he
beean (o criticize the laws, cte.. of the Province and
compare them unfavourably with what he knew of
South Africa. The director. in his report for 1808,
after showing that the would-he critic could not bave
read the mining laws he seemed <o anxious to criti-
cize. concluded with these words: A man who will
not qualify himself by information to express an in-

telligent criticism is not one to be depended on as
counsellor of guide in the business affairs of men,
but [ cannot imagine that any one occupying the
responsible position of Reuter's correspondent could
be guilty of any similar act of rashness.”

And now “Governor” Mackintosh has been dub-
bed by General Warren of \pol\anc and Rossland.
the “Cecil Rhodes of Canada.” 1t is to be hoped
for Mr. Mackintosh’s sake that the incident is not an
cvil omen. A previous mining promoter of B.C. ven-
tures who “was smularly &t_\'lul by enthusiastic
friends, Mr. E. Grant-Gowan, of London, England,
cannot be said to have realized the high expectations
thus raised.

It is not surprising to learn that the unfortunate
Galdfields of Dritish Columbia, Limited, has decided
to abandon some, and is doubtful about others of
the Coast district claims, which were acquired by it
trem the Channe Miming Company.  LThose who
should know, stated at the time of the Tnglish com-
pany’'s purchase, that the Channe undertaking had
got rid at sufficient advantage to itself of some prop-
crtics of very doubtful worth. This fact the Gold-
ficlds of British Columbia, Limited. is now tardily
discovering, as it would seem. Nor has that com-
pany acquired the Albert Canvon townsite, a hole in
the mountains of little real value, which was hoomed
as of big prospective worth, if we are not mistaken.
in the companv’s glowing prospectus. I'here has.
it is said, been fourid some deficit in the title. In
any case the real loss involved in the failureof trans-
fer cannot be regarded as great. The company has.
however, abandoned some of its mining properties, as
the auditors reluctantly report, and the prospects 0
ite subsidiary companies are dubious indeed. The
titied Canne, the Earl of Iissex, evidently a more or
less ornamental figure-head of the company, cannot
be congratulated on the results obtained, or likely to
be obtained by a concern at the heart of which he
was placed by Mr. Grant-Gowan—since retired——and
his promoting collapse. And now the reports from
the Waverley and Tangier mines (?) are unsatisfac-
torv. Oh, what a fall was there!

A great deal of quite unnecessary trouble has hen
sreated by the comuvhat ambiguous wording of sec-
tion 4 of this vear’s ’\Imeral Act \mendment Act. The
clause reads as follows: “A free miner’s certificat€
shall run from the date therefore and shall expire at
midnight on the thirty-first day of Mav next after 1t~
date, or some subsequent thirty-first dav of Mayv.”
A good many people construed this as meaning that
tleir licenses issued prior to the 3ist of May must be
rencwed on that date and in consequence the Mining
Recorders’ oftices in manyv  districts were *recentl
Lesieged by applicants seeking renewals.  The At
tornev-General has stated that persons having thos
acted simply contributed gratuitously to the Provin-
cial Treasury, for it was quite clear that thc enact-
gent was not intended to affect free miners’ certiis
cates issued previous to the 3rst of May of this verr:
Of course. those studving the Act closely would at
once see that the saving clause in section 20. st
cientlv protected their interests until the coming
inte force of the Act on the 1st of Mav. hut this. 1""
withstanding, all will agree it is most important *
the wording of our Acts of Parliament O&Df‘(‘"‘ v
those relating to mining, should he <o distinct 1%
clear as to afford no oppm‘mmtv for uncertaint?
with regard to their meaning.



