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however, having practically disappeared the manage-
ment decided that the allowance should cease; and
that tie men were to be paid merelv for the coal at
the rate of 55 Cents per ton. 'The miners contended
tl:at thev could nlot earn a fair dav's vage on the
basis of 55 cents per ton of coal, and consequently
went out on strike. The coal company then offered
sixty cents per ton, and the mniners agree ing to this
p :ce as a fair compromise, work at the collieries was,
w ithout further delay, resuned.

A Major Ialder, acting as special commissione¶r
for Renter's l'ress Agency, lias recently given bis
opinion through interviews with local newspaper re--
presentatives, on our ining laws, the condition of
labour in our mines, and also on other points Major
lialder has been uinBritish Columbia barelv two
i onths, and we believe we are correct in statinîg that

lhe has remained for 1he greater pwrt of that time in
Vancouver, and lias certainly not visited any of our
in portant miuing centres. le, liowever, poscs as an
adverse critic, for wlichhlie lias been thaiked hv that
salpen1t body calling itself the Mining Commiittee of
the TB.C. Board of Trade. This certainîly ouglht to be
rebuke enough for any man. But to retur. Maj.r
Ilidier's chief contention is thîat miners in this coun-
trv are too igly paid. and lhe advocates as essential
to the profitable working of our mines the employ-
mîîent of clieap Asiatic in substitution of white labour.
Mine-owners and even Canadian shareholders in Brit-
is Lolumba minng companies will thank \lajor
IHlalder for nothing for this piece of advice, both on
giounds of patriotism and political econoumv. We
have modelled our iingîî syvstetn a good deal after
that of lhe iUnited States, and we anticipate tlierefroi
e(ually good resuilts. The United States is at present
tle greatest ining country in the vorld. and, tlhere,
from itlie frst mine labour lias been paid for at a highl
rate. Ts an imaginary line lemarking the interna-
tit nal boundarv going to affect the future of our
inieo. s, other thinîgs being equal, as they undoubt-
edlv are. As to our mining laws, with only one or two
e:ceptions appertaining perhaps to the locating of

ground, they have so far bcen found to cover all re-
(juireients, but in any case Major Ilalder is not
likely to be consulted with regard to anv changes
considered uecessary. Meanwhîile, we observe, witli
a great deal of pleasure, tliat Mr. J. D. Keudall, the
r<sideut partner of the firi of Bewicke. \Ioreing &

io., n Vancouver. lias takeni) the ciudgels iu de-
feice of our mining system against this recently' im-
po ted and self-imposed critic, aud ii an interview
Mr. Khendal, while pretencdng isto<hehe e that
Maior Halder has made the statements attributted
to hiii, directly challenges imii to do so in uwxriting
and over lis own signature. Mr. Keidall thus re-
mîarks: "T know tlat people fron the Old Countrv
very oftei allow thmeiselves to criticize before thev
bave time to understand. and T bave a very vivid re-
Sllection of tle severe rebuke that was admiiistered

by the lirector of tlie Ointario Tureau of Mines to an
engrineer of this class from elic other side of tlie At-
l;ntic. who liad scarcelv arrived iini Otario wlie b
be-an to criticize the laws, etc., of tle Province and
compare tlhemîî unfavourably witli what lie kew of
South Africa. The director, inb is report for doR.
after slinwiug tiat the would-be critic coild l not have
read the miining laws lie seened so anxious to criti-
cize, concluded vitl lthese words: 'A man wlio wvill
no qualify hîinself by information toexpress an in-

telligent criticisii is not one to be depended on as
cousellor of guide in the business affairs of men,
but I caiiot imagine that any one occupying the
rt spoisible position of Reuter's correspondent could
be guilty of any similar act of rashiness."

Anîîd niow * "(overiior 'Mackintosh lias been dub-
lxd bI General Warrei of Spokane and Rossland,
tie "Cecil Rhodes of Canada." It is to be liope'd
for Mr. lackiitosli's sake that the incident is not an
ex il onen. A previons mining promoter of I.C. venm-
turcs wlio *was siularl styiedI bi entlhusiastic
friends, Mr. E. (Granit-(G(owani, of London, England,
camot be said to have realized the higlh expectationls
thus raised.

It is nîot surprising to learn itliat the uinfortunate
Gldheltds of British Columbia, Limitedl, bas decided

to abandon soie, and is doubtfful about others of
tlie Coast district claiis, hviich wrere acquired by it
tr.iilte Lhanne miumg Company. Those wlio
should know, stated at the time of the Engiisli comn-
pany's utircliase, that the Chaiie undertaking had
got rid at siufficient advantage to itself of soic prop-
erties of very doubt ful wortli. This fact the Gold-
fields of Britislh Columbia, Limited, is now tardily
discovering, as it would seem. Nor lias that coum-
pamy acquired tlie Albert Canyon towisite, a hole in
the nountains of little real vaine, whicli was boonied
as of big prospective worthî, if we are not mîistakenî.
in the company's glowinîg prospectus. There lias,
it is said, been four.d soime deficit in the title. li
aiy case the real loss involved ii the failureof trans-
fer cannot be regarded as great. The company has.
however, abandoned somîe of its mininig properties, as
the auditors reluctantly report, and tlhe prospects of
its subsidiary conipaiies are dulbions indeed. ThIe
titiel Caune, the Earl of Essex, evidently a more or
les ornamîental figure-head of the company, canliot
be congratulated on the results obtained. or likely to
be obtained by a conceri at the heart of whici lie
was placed by Mr. Grait-Gowan-since retired--and
lis pronoting collapse. And now tle reports fromf1
tlhe Waverlev and Tanîgier mines (?) are unsatisfac-
tory. Oh. what a fall was there!

A great deal of quite unnuîeçessary trouble lias beei
:reated by the sonmevhat ambiguous wording of sec-
tion 4 of iis year's Mineral Act Anendmient Act. The
clause reads as follows: "A free miner's certificate
sl;all run froîm the date therefore and shall expire at
imidnigbt on the thiirty-firt day of Mav next after its
date, or some subsequent thirty-first day of May.
\ good many people construed this as meaning thiat
tieir licenses issued prior to thie 31st of Mav must itbe
renewed on thlit date and in consequence the Mii
Recorders' offices in many districts were recenîtl'
lbesieged byi applicants seeking renewals. The At-
to'nev-General ias stated that persons having tiris
acted simply contribiluted gratuitousixy to the Provil-
cial Treasury, for it was quite clear tlat tle elact-
vienit w-as nuot intended to affect free limiers' cert'-
cales issued previous to tlie ist of May of tlis xear.
Of course. those studing the Act closely wnolid a
once sec that the saving clause ii sectin 20. s5t.
cienti protected their uumterests until the conin1ie
iite force of the Act on the ist of Mar. but this. no '
witlstaninîtl. ail will aeree it is nost impwortai that

the wording of our Acts of Parliament epeci"
those relatiuing to mîining, shiould be ýo distinctni
clear as to afford in0 opportuinitv for uncertailîNî

wvitlh regard to thmeir meaning.


