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were long, his lessons liard, and his companions rather
rougrh. He did not mix mucli with thiese othier lads, but
spent his play-hours in reading and collecting for bis
littie museum.

4. Ris speelal interest, in geology arose in a curjous
way. Haif buried in a bank near the sclioolhouse was a
soft easily-split rock, from whieh somne ingenious boy
liad discovered that hie could eut siate pencils for himiself.
William Dawson, of course, wanted to have home-macle
siate peneils, too, and one day when lie was eutting away
with his knife at a bit of the rock lie was surprised to see
upon it a blaek miarking of the shape of a ffern. Digging
deeper into the rock, lie found other marked pieces.
Mlueh wondering how thiee strange patterns coula have
come into the stone, lie eonsulted his parents. They
could not tell him, but lis father advised himi to go to
the Master of Pictou .Xeademy. To the boy's deliglit,
this gentleman took hlm into the college museum, and
there sliowed hinm pieces of rock ivith the sane kind of
wonderful markings, fromn England and Cape Breton
Island. He also explained to him how the leaves had
been buried in sof t mud, wliieli liad af terwards liardened
into stone. Thus, at twelve years old, Williami had his
fl'rst lesson in geology, and the miaster put some of bis
fossils, as the marked stones are called, on the shielves
of the inuseum.

6. Aft.er this lis scliool-fellows eeased to laugli at
William-'s interest in rocks and shelis, and lie seardlied
for fossils along the ciifs, and even in the lieaps of
liînestone brought to Pictou for building. Hie found
the remains of inany plants and sea-creatures, and,
being ever on the watch to lcarn from books or people
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