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gradual sanctification by works, and of setting before
the soul an impossible and hopeless task.

Now, sanctification is both a sudden step of faith,
and also a gradual process of works. It is a step as
far as we are concerned; it is a process as to God's
part. By a step of faith we get into Christ; by a
process we are made to grow up unto Him in all
things. By a step of faith we put ourselves into the
hands of the Divine Potter; by a gradual process He
makes us into a vessel unto Ris own honor, meet for
Ris use, and prepared to every good work.

To illustrate al this-suppose I were to be describ-
ing to a person who was entirely ignorant of the sub-
ject, the way in which a lump of clay is made mto a

autiful vessel. I tell him -first the part of clay lu
the matter, and all I can say about this is, that the
clay is put into the potter's hands, and then it lies
passive there, submitting itself to all the turnmgs and
overturnings of the potter's hands upon it. There is
really nothing else to be said about the clay's part.
But could my hearer argue from this that nothing else
is done, because I say that this is all the clay can do ?
If he is an intelligent hearer he will not dream of
doing so, but will say, "I understand this is what the
clay must do; but what must the potter do ? " "Ah,"
I answer, «now we come to the important part. The
potter takea the clay thus abandoned to his working,
and begins to mould and fashion it according to his
own will. He kneads and works it; he tears it apart
and presses it together again; he wet. it and then
suffers it to dry. Sometimes he works at it for hors,
together; sometimes he lays it aside for days, and does
not touch it. nd then, when by all these processes
he has made it perfectly pliable in his hands, he pro-
ceeds to make it up into the vessel he has purposed.
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