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FUTURE OF VICTORIA

The remarks of Mr. McBride as to
the future of Victoria, which he made
in connection ‘with his explanation .of
the proposed disposition of the Songhees
Reserve, :show him to be actuatéd by
the liveliest optimism. That Victeria is
Just on the eve of a period of very g“r‘eat
development is now the opinlon of every
one, and that development will be pro-
moted to a very lerge degree by the pol-
icy which the cityg eenlor representa-
tive has introdueed and carried &-irough
the House.”

In ampllficatlon of what he said in re-

spect to the difference in the position
of the- city towards the Reserve from
what it was only a tew years ago, men-
tion may be made of the fact that when
the I:squima.lt & Nanelmo Rallway com-
pany expressed a desire to establish
their workshops on the Reserve 'and
"build coal-bunkers on the waterfront a
very large proportion of the citizens
looked upon the proposal with a good
deal of favor. No one would ‘tolerate
such an idea now. =

We are not advised as.to the plans
which . the . government proposes to
adopt in respect to ‘the former Reserve,
but we feel:confident that the ‘best in-
terests of the city will be safeguarded
in whatever may be done. It is very
sutisfectory to know that the principle
on which the government will proceed in
forming those plans' is that provision
must be made for the requirements of a

great city::
— i

Do you realize that during the past
few weeks when we heve been laylng
Concrete and- asphal‘t on streets and the
construction of buildings of all descrip-
tion has been steadily in progress here,
over the greater part of North-America
the therniométer has been registering -
below Zero, ahd 'heavy -snow storms
have interrupted traffic? We are in no
way disposed to criticize’ unreasonably
the climatic conditions prevhiling else--
where, but it is allowable to direct at-
tention to the excegtlonelly favorable
conditions which prevail here. Per-
haps there are.certain compensations
for cold weather.  We are inclined to
think there are; nevertheless we have u
right to congratulate ourselves upon the
fect that we }ve in @ country where
* Wo have no' extremes of temperature,
As Cana.da becomee better populated.

4 “and more fully developed the clime.tic

advantages of this city will become
more and meore an importaut. factor in
its progress. | Of itself the absence of
extreme heat and extreme cold is a very
great thing, but combined with this are
other things which add to its . value,
The great advertising card of St. John
is  that it is an open port all the
year round, and the fact. that it
is so has led to the hauling of
grain from the prairies hundreds of
miles to get it to a point of shipment.
But we have here on the British Colum-
bia sea board many parts that are al-
wayé free from ice, and at which all
the business connected with the handl-
ing of cargoes ca_n be carried on in any
one month of the year quite as favor-
ably. as in any other month. - This  is
not the case at St. John or Halifax,
although thoee"harbors can be reached
by ships at any time. Our harbors are
much nearer the xrel,t grain-profucing
areas tham are the harbors of matern
Capada. . Hence outgoing graln can be
‘ delivered here 'and handled here more
cheaply during the winter season than
itican be at eastern ports. Thus our
climate will play' an important part in
determining the directfon of 'commerce.
We have advantages in this respect,
that cannot be offset by any that the
East may possen

¥From the sta.hdpoint of the manuuc-
turer climate means much, and this
observation’ holds "godéd as wel] “as Te-
gurds summer heat as winter cold. An
operative can be at his best the whole
vear through here, whereas in othe.g-
parts of the continent his productive
capacity is handicapped by extremes of
iemperature. AS business adjusts itself
in Canada to- geographical and climatic
conditions, the equitable nature of the
temperature of the Pacific Coast is cer-
tain to have an hmportant influence in
' determining the location of industries,
We concede: that for the time being there
arec certain considerations as to the
labor supply and the cost of turning
that operate against this coast; but this
is only a temporary condition of things.
The capacity of this part of the coun-
try to yield good products is, acre for
acre of cultivable land, hgher than in
afiy other part of Canada, and the area
of cultivable land is large. We may
fcel confident that the volume of tgoo
,'nouuu:. raised here will gleatl) expand
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end that the exlat,lu: handicap 1n this
Tegards+a -handicap inseparable from a.
Rew. cou’u'y TiKe. ;British Columbla, :w!.u
soon be. i:emoved A -When thip mul—t hu
been reached thh province, with m
vast stores }o‘t raw material, will attain
prominénce in a = mauufa.cturmk way,
and the climate will’ contribufe much to
such a result.: &

From the residential -undpolht noth-
ing remains to be said that has nét'been
Nlated over and over again. It has been
said of 5witzerland that ' it ' ecoing" lta
Scenery- into an unending ' stream' of
wealth. It is said that California does
the same thing with its climate. We
have as magnificent scenery as Switzer-
land, and a far greater vnrlety, we heve
a climate, which, ta‘king ohe part ot the
year with another, 1 as enjoynble as
that of California. There is no valid
reason why we should not' ecoin our
scenery and our climate lnto an unend-
ing stream of do!'le.re.

A IA'LI’._, monmo:
R i

Mr. Brewster has glven notice that
hn wlll move a resolution relatlve to the
establishment ot a Cana.dle.n naval unit
on the Pacific coast. We should be very
glad to see such.a policy adopted, but
are not very clear as to the propriety
of asking the Legislature at this Stage
to. eilpreea any opinion upon it.  The
federal government has the whole ques-
ticn under advisement, and is about to
consult the Admiralty ‘as to the Best
cuuse to be adopted. Pendlng such con-
sultation it seems to us that it might
b regarded as premature for any par-
lmmenta.ry body - to endeavor to influ-
er:ice the decision of experts When the
views: of the Admiralty have been: ob-
teined we shall all be in a better posi-
tion to express opinions than- we are
now. While the question was purely a
federal one the Colonist urged as forci-
bly as it was able that a fleet unit should
be established "on this coast, and if the
matter were one. to be dealt with at Ot-
tawa alone, we should continue so to
urge; but since Mr. Borden has decided,
and we thipk wisely decided, to cen-
sull the highest naval authorlty in the
Empire betore announcing any pollcy, it
Seems to us that the a.doption of an
acvisory resolution by the leglalature
would be stepping a little aulde of the
line ot duty of that boGy.

AN IMI RECORD

Senator lhedonald leaves today for
Ottawa. on jhis menty-tirst trip across-
the eonunent in‘thie €oursa 6t his Tegis-
la_tive .dutles, 'In 1871 hé was ‘sum-
moned to the fenate by Lord Lisgar,
and ‘during ‘the forty years nhce he has’
sati’ lﬁere he * ﬁt: travelled 213000 to
ang from Vlctorh to ettend the ses-
sions.! Thig is’ indee& an enviable  re-
cord, ‘and x‘robab&y one wh{ch is not
pouessed by any other polmcian on
this conun‘\t, or perheps in the world,
The Senator: is 79 yu.rg o! age, and has

d!etmctfon"ef‘ belnx one of the
foundeu of Victoria,' huving come to
this city as long aso a8 1851, He has
filled almost évery podit{on in the gift
of .the 'eity, and. m all he has shown
that he is a man of zood business in-
stincts, of a  likeable personality, and
of consideuble capabllity. To  him
Cene.da. owes the fact that the 241:[1 of
May is a perpetual holiday, as during
the Diamond Jubilee of the ‘late Queen
Victoria he introduced a bill in the sen-
ate with this object in" view. All his in-
terests are in Vlctorla. and there is no
one more keen to see this city forge
ahead. Despite his great age, he is in
better health than he has been for
years, and he has never been more op-
timistic about the tuture of the city
than he is today. :

- The telegrams announce that a great
hcma-cvm!ng have been prepared for. |
the King and Queen. That is as it
should be.

'Very much satisfaction was expreued
around town yesterday at the business-
ike manner in which the new. city ad-
ministration began its reglme on Mon-
day night. Every one ‘hopes that this
will only be an ‘earnest of what is to
come,

The proposal that the coal miners of
the United Kingdom shall go on strike
after March 1st is receiving very large
support. This taken in connection with
the fallure so far of the éffort to bring
about a reconciliation betweéen the cot-
ton operators. and the weavers, makes
"the industrial outlook in  the United
Kingdom decbﬂedly gloomy

Tl.e popumtlon of Fra.nce is.°39,601,-
509, an jncreue of 355,264 in gix years.
This is less than 1 per cent., “in ' fact
only 0.89 per cent., or 0 148. per cent: a
year., In view of the fact that there is
vory little emigration from Erance this
is an e.bnorma]ly low. increase. A
kealthy gain would be about 2 rer cant.
a year provided there were no ‘emigra-
tAon Taking a- long eer.les of years the
population of ‘Efngland has increased at
the rate of 1.5 per-cent. annually, or
niore than ten times as rapidly as that
of France during the past six years,

Lack of space yesterday prewiented_e.
reference to the .very able speech of Mr.
Brewster on the Address. He had a dif-
ficult task, but he discharged it in a
very efficient manner. The member for
Alberni has none but elhcere personal ’

1 their pernicious example:

|
1

ploughs his “lonely !urrow" wlth a g'rea.t
+deal of dunity«e«n{d good natux:e_.

r"‘,py ihe death 6f Hanry Labouchere
journalism: has 108t one of its most
brilliant ornaments. He ‘was a man of
wide experience and.remarkable ability,
& clear and forceful ‘thinker, a hater of
shams and a..polltlelan of independent
views.. Of late years his failing health
prevented ‘him trom‘ p)a.vlng the inter-
esting role in public life with which his
name will always be associated.

There 4s talk of a' géneral election in
the United Kingdom at" ‘an early day.
In view of the very many important
questions before Parliame t it seems at
thig distance 1o’ be very desirable that
the electorate shou)d be asked for an ex-
pressﬂon of oplnion before
changee are

any new
inaugurated. ‘We think
the broper course under the very. diffi-
cult clteumstances with which he is sur-
rounded.

An esteemed coi'reepondent writes us
regarding  his experience - with = the
Shekespearlan quote.tjon which formed
the subject of a brief reterence the oth-
er day. In h!s case the word “ra.ck"
was converted into ‘rock,” which cer-
tainly was in the last degree. exesper-
ating. " 'Now lt is fair to say that the
person who' changed® “rack” into
“Wrack’” in the Colonist says that he did
50 of inténtion becauss he always un-
derstood a: Wrack to niedn a small frag-
mént.  “We do not find ‘any aathority
for this; but we do find that “wrack”
was ‘an . obsolete ‘spelling of “rack,”
meaning a. fine, filmy cloud. Our cor-
respondent mentions an instance where
“sermons in stones, books in running
brooks,” was changed by a cautious
compositor into “‘sermons ih books,
Stones in the tunning brooks,” which our
correspondent says ‘‘converted into the
commonest of eommonplaces one of the
noblest figures in the whole range of
l!tetature.j’

An - ‘English’ paper announces that
there is & project on foot to prosecute

dom. We read in a well-known Work
.of a somewhat similar iprocedure, which
took‘ piac‘e nearly nineteen hundred
years ago, but the historians- who re-
late ‘it say 'persecute,”. which no doubt
is' merely a clerical error. , Thus does
histofy repeat itself. ~We suggest that
in order to preyent a repetltion of the
abominable crlnie and misdemeanor in-
volved n\ cures through the instrument-
a.lity o.f‘ ,Eet.ux, ¥ Royal, Coﬂnmiulon
should be appointed to prepare an ex-
purxated edltlon pof the New Teeta.ment,
for as long as’ peo,ple are | al!bwed to
read & book - where.lg it is q\bw,ehingly
told that - men’ “of .like passlons" with
| burselyes healed :the sick: and did other
rémarkablé thingk: by mmh,‘ there will
e damger that othérs ‘may emulate
We also sug-
gest that it is time fot an authoritative
declargtion on..some:; ;uthet subjects.

fallacy: held by -some
there is vfrtue in_“kigsing the spot to
make it well,"  and the ‘awful practice
of soothlng & tired. baby, and ‘perhaps
even one .in pain, by softly-sung songs
or gentle patting is still in vogue in
certain -strata of society. Let ug wipe
humanity’s slate cléan ofiall these err-
ors.  Let us .ueher in the - reign of

. Science, making adequate provision, of

course, for letting the. world know just
what is the latest guess in that de-
partment of buman'’ speculation.

STRUCK BY SNOWSLIDE

One Man Xilled and ‘Othiers Injured in
Accident Near Albert’ Canyon—
Paswenger Train Stalled

VANCOUVER, Jan. 15.—Going to the

-aid “of  C.P.R. pasSsenger train No. 4,

which ran into a snowslide near Albert
Canyon on Sunday, a wrecking train
with Superintendent Kilpatrick’s  pri-
vate car attached was striick by a slide
where the passenger train was stalled.
and the engine and three cars thrown
into the ditch.

One man, a fitter named Jackson, was
killed instantly, while Dr. Hamilton, the
C.P.R. docter 'at' Revelstoke, and two
other men were injured. -

Three '.cars .of the. ;passenger  train’
which left Vancouver; Saturday were
derailed by the first slide, but accord-
ing to reports at the C.P.R. offices here
no one was injured.

Vancouver is threatened with freight
famine, if ‘the. blizzards on the prairies
and. the snow. and landslides in the
mountain sections of the C.P.R. con-
tinue. 'As far as could ‘bBe ascertained

there has mot Dbeen, a freight train
throuxh from. Vvinnipeg . since Friday,
“and no bassenger trains since Sufday
noon. 'l‘hree transcontmental passenger
‘trains have’ been stalled ~just east of
Fiéld and will’not reach ‘Vancouver till
noon toMoOrrow..

B P PROGRESS

Track-Laying lsohino Bent Through
Kitselas' Tunnel--Making Ready
. Por Bummer's Work

PRINCE RUPERT, “Jan. 15.—Gen-
eral Superintendent Mehan of the G.
T. P. is getting his, traek- laying ma-
chine through -the tunnel at Kitselas
today, and will be ready to start lay-
ing "steel on -the graded way to the
Skeena crossing on Tuesday. He has
;everyhing ready ond will rush all work
to completion, thus assisting to get
supplies in for ‘the 'Tush work this
¢oming summer,

" LONDUN, Jan. 15——Henry Labou-
chere, ‘widely” kKnown' as' the owner of

Truth,"is dying at Florence, Italy. aged

friends in -the Legislature, and he|80

{

Mr. Asquith car‘n be relied upon to take ]

Christian Sciéntists in'the United King-

There is, for-example, tiat ‘abominable
mothers that |

y ‘inquiry of 'officials 6f the C.P.R.,.

Few men there are who don’t, and none there are who want and cannot have, . -
For this store—the Weiler Bros.’ Store—with its splendid stock of comiplete House Furnishings, its ab:hty to.meet your

every requirement as to goods and pnce and arrangements, fills the every home desire of every man.
: Then come, let’s get together.

sh Your Home for $300

THIS SPECIAL OFFER FOR THIS WEEK ONLY
Four Rooms Furmshed Complete for This Price, Ready for Your Inspection on Our Fourth Floor—Get Your

Home Outflt Today and Save Money

LOOK AT THE ARTICLES OFFERED FOR $300

"READ THE LIST BELOW, BUT COME SEE THE FOUR FURNISHED ROOMS

"THE DINING-ROOM

China Cabinet—EarIy English finish. Four shelves and mir-
ror back. Glass door and sides.

,Buffet-Earfy Envlish finish. Top 22 x 52.
ror 12:x 42.  Two drawers at top. - Large-linen drawers.

Two' t}oors to cupboard.

Extensmn Table—Farly English fllllbl'l

Roun(g stop.

e

b A5 Dining Chairs—Upholstered; lqather seats. Arm Dmer, up-

holstered, leather  seat:

Brussdé'Square—Slze 9 X 9, pretty pattern.
THE PARLOR
3-Piece Parlor Suite—In mahogany finish.

Set consists of Settee, Parlor Chair and Arm Chair,
- 2 ‘Parlor ‘Chairs—With upholstered seats.

any- finish.:
Parlor TablewMahocany finish.

Parlor Cabinet—Mahogany {inish.
Velvet Square—Size 9 x 12it., floral design.

THE BEDROOM

Dresser—Golden finish. Top 20 x 36. British bevel mirror
18 x 36.. Two large drawers. Oval shaped mirror.

Chiffonier—s7in., high, 30in. wide, 18in. deep. Five Iarge
drawers.

‘Wool Square—Size 9 x 10ft. 6in. " ;

Full Size.4ft. 6in. White Enamel Bed—With brass trimmings.

-1Pair ‘Wool Blankets. ,

1 Pair Flannelette Blankets.

g . ky1-Rair: Pillows, complete

~ Bedspredd. . |

A Famous McLintock Down qult

A Spring for Bed.

.Excelsior Wool Top Mattress.

Bedroom Table. = -

Dressing Table.

Arm Rocker—Cane seat.

Bedroom Chair.

British bevel mir-

Six-foot extension.

Upholstered seats.

Frame in mahog- THE KITCHEN
4 Kitchen Chairs—Golden finish.

K1tchen Table—With drawer.

Kitchen Cabinet.

Linoleum—Size 9 x 11.

~ Great

atch

WAIT FOR IT.

Bargains in Dinner Sets

See the Displays on the Tables in Our China Department——lst Floor

It's seldom you'll get a Dinner Set of
the Weiler Quality at these reduced prices.
One or two pieces.in.each set are missing,
some pieces perhaps have got broken, oth-
ers sold, and in each case the set is not com-
plete. We are clearing out these patterns,
and therefore have reduced the prices to
We do not intend to keep
shipments arriv-

Original. price
.$16.00
Two [Fine Austrian China Dinner Sets—
Also short of pieces and in one case dec-
oration slightly defective.
get a chance like this for many years to
come. Its your gain and our loss, but we
do not want to buy odd pieces to coms:
plete these sets. You'll agree with us when
you have examined them that they are
true bargains-at the prices asked. These
two sets were $18.00 each, and are now
priced as low as, per set, $15 and $10.00

each’ piece. 107 pieces.
$20.00. . Clearing price. .

sell quickly.

them, as we have heavy

ing and can do with the room these Dinner

Sets occupy.  ‘Get yours early. :

Fine English Semi-Porcelain Dinner. Set—
From one of the best Staffordshire mak-
ers, a dainty floral design, -in

border

Our Advertisements

Just in a few days we are going to have the Greatest
Bargain Sale ever heard of, on our Second Floor.

LOOK FOR IT. COME TO IT.

YOU WILL SAVE MANY DOLLARS AT THIS SALE

Victoria’s
Popular - Home

Furnishers

THE STORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY

Telephone Us
For What You
Forget

green and mauve, with two gold lines on

You'll never,
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