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- upon some, and others escape entirely.

Mr. Clifford Moves  Another
Amendment to the Address
in Reply.

Ministers Still Dumb Before
Their Critics — Standing
Committees Chosen.

Although it had been hoped and antici-
pated that the debate upon the Speech
from the Throne would be disposed of by
the middle of this week in the local leg-
islature, the passage of that interesting
document séems as Fir away as ever—
and it is now altogether improbable that
its consideration will terminate in a divi-
sion of the parties much before Saturday.
Yesterday the government adhered to the
tactics pursued by their side of the house

on Tuesday, declining (with the single| e

exception of Mr. Helgesen) to contribute
1o the debate, or to attempt a réfutation |
of the opposition statements and argu-
ments; and seemingly being most anxious
to secure a division in the absence of w
of the opposition members in order

their strength might appear to the coun-|complished in the direction of substan-

try as greater than it sctually. is. . The
speakers of yesterday, in consequence of
this policy of silence initiated by the gov-
ernment, were almost wholly drawn from
the opposition ranks, and included Mr.
McBride, who had the floor at the open-
ing; Mr. Richard Hall, of Vietoria; Mr.
Clifford, of Cassiar; and Col.*Baker of
Southeast Kootenay, who moved the de-
bate’s adjournment. In closing his re-
marks, the senior member for Cassiar
presented as an amendment to the amend-
ment, a second want of confidence reso+]
lution, based upon a° condemnation of
the alien exclusion law (which it will be
remembered Mr. Clifford was the ofly
member to actively oppose at its passage).
The other notewerthy features of yes-
terday were the presentation of a peti-
tion from the mine owners of the Ross-
land camp, urging the repeal of the eight-
hour law as having been proven ill-ad-
vised by the test of experience, and the
declaration by the Attorney-General (in
response to an interrogation by Mr.
Joseph Martin) that he would be pre-
pared in the course of a day or two to
disclose the nature of the proceedings
that will be initiated against the Kam-
loops Standard for its gross attack upon
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor.

PETITIONS.

The house having been formally opened
with prayer by Rev. W. H. Barraclough
—the chaplain’s office having been vacant
during the preceding three days—

A petition was presented by Mr. J. M.
Martin; from-the War Eagle, Le Roi,
and twenty-one other mining companies
of West. Kootenay, urging the repeal or
substantial amendment of the eight-hour
elause ih the mining act, and stating ttgat
it had operated injuriously to both min-
ers and owners, had not been asked for
by the persons most interested (viz., the
miners), had operated to the exclusion of
capital, was unconstitutional in its inter-
ference with rcontracts between employ-
ers and employed, and discriminated un-
justly against the mining industry par-
ticularly concerned. ¢ e

The petition presented on Tiesday by
Mr.-Ralph Smith, with! vefefence to the
settiement of grievances of settlers resid-
ing within the Esquimalt & Nanaimo rail-
way belt, was read, received, and ordered
grinted. s § g

STANDING COMMITTRES.

The leader  of the opposition havn_ng
signified- his -readiness to proceed , with
the nomination of the sessional standing
eommittees in the usual way, those com-
mittees were appointed as follows:

Private Bills and Standing Orders—
Hon. F. C. Cotton, Hon. R. E. McKech-
nie, Megsrs. Ignli‘}dl;e Green, A. W. Smith,
Helmcken, an TS, -

Public ~ Accounts—Messrs. ~ Prentice,

ells, Tisdall, Hall and Turner, :

Railwnyn—-—ﬁon. R. . McKechnie,
Messrs. Deane, Macpherson, Neill, Mun-
ro, Hon, A. Henderson, Helgesen, Kin-
chant, Wells, Booth, Ellison, Brydon,
MePhillips, Dunsmuir, Pooley and Hall.

Mining—Messrs. Neill, J. M. Martin,
Hon. J. Fred Hume, Kellie, R. Smith,
Helgesen, Green, Hon, A. Henderson,
A. W. Smith, Dunsmuir, McBride, Eb-
erts, Robertson, Baker and Irving. '*

Printing—Messrs. Hon R, E.
McKechnie, Deane, Ellison and Booth.

Before - the :‘ppointment of committees
was disposed Eidan

Mr. Helmeken rose-to' inquire whether
the services of all honorable gentlemen

of the house had been remembered in the|

seleetion of the committees. It was not’
fair that all the work should be placed

The Premier observed that he had not
omitted the name of any member of his
party in the nominations. onds ‘

Mr. Turner had: no amendment to
make to his nominations, ‘all his“support-
ers having also been inc! Wb Y

It will be noted that the names of Mr,
Higgine and Mr. Joseph Martin are -not
included in the list of members’of eom-
mittees, .- oie e

REPORT PRESENTED.

Hon. Mr. Semlin laid on the table of
the house the report.of the public schools
for the year ended 30th of June last.

THE DEBATE CONTINUED.

MR. McBRIDE, continuing the de-
bate upon His iHomor's speech and ¥'
Turner’s amendment to the motion for
a formal reply, ‘said-that he had at the
Tuesday evening adjournment beenqtoltlx-
sidering the -absence of reference in the
address to ~the agricultural ifidustry,
which omission on the part of the gov-|
ernment he held up to severest censure.
1t had been intimated by the government
that they did npt:intend to neglect the
agricultural  industry, yet. here:. was
another evidence to-the contrary. It
was not infrequently the small |
that exhibited the disposition of govehn-
ments as well ‘as individuals, and in this
connection’ he referred to the matter of
cirenlating’ ‘libraries, which under the
sengible and liberal provisions made for
them by the late government had been
found of the: greatest assistance to the
farmers th ut the country. The
appropriation of '$1,000 in former years
had been found none too much; yeb the
present government haduicut down (hg
vote to $200, which was practically nulli-
fring its usefulness altogfther. These
libraries had been much appreciated. by
the farmers, and the mioney spent there-
on had been well spent.
uent appeared, however, toi.
the importance of the.farmers®
and he weould find it his duty !
oppertunity - to tell ' the' agricul i
Diainly how little they 'had to than
and how. mueh to condemn the present
ndlnlnls_txqiun for. ;

y
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‘interests
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{ that this exclusion act should be remodel-

‘| with pleasure to the expressions of loyal-

The govern-

Meldeemed

eavdney contended that if the

ion parliament did not make legislation
strong enough or sufliciently definite to
protect the interests of the people of
British Columbia, it was the duty of the
legislature of this province to set a good
example. (Applause). He asserted that
there was no greater danger menacing
the . mdustries and population of this
Western province than that arising from
the influx of Chinese and’Japanese, and
while he was well aware of the cordial
relations at present existing' between
Her ‘Majesty's government and that of
Japan, he nevertheless regarded as im-
peratively necessary some such' aetion
as that contemplated  in the meagures
that had been disallowed. Nor, were the
facts plainly ‘and. honestly put before
them, did " he think that the I rial
government would- refuse to. consider the
matter in the light which i bore to. the
residents of this province. It was quite
possible that the British North America
Act wonld in this particular case require
amendment, for to him at least it seemed
ifmperative ‘that British Columbia should
legislate up -fo the times. . He hoped
that the house would be able to show the
higher. authorities that the contentions
of British Columbia on the subject of
Asiatic immigration were only fair and
reasonable, and that this being the case
Mother Country -would gladly come
to the assistance of the province ‘and
allow a proper measure of restriction to
become law. The legislators of British
Columbia ' were bound to redeem the
Dro::nl;gs n';lg!icll:l,‘d made to i:lhemel;arctors
on mnor. cease eir en-

ors antil’ ng ‘had’ been ac-

tially. remedying a condition of affairs
that was very threatening to white labor
and therefore to the prosperity of the
province as a whole. (Applause),

‘With respect to the eight-hour law, he
had supported this nieasure when it was
in passage through the hounse, because he
believed in the principle embodied. He
would support any similar measure aim-
ing to extend the operation of the prin-
ciple to other industries in which the
same conditions prevailed. = He recog-
nized that this was a piece of legislation
that had been hurried-through the house,
and while he admitted that a little difi-
culty had arisen in the mines of the Slo-
can since its enactment, he hoped that
by the adoption'of a fair, give-and-take
policy, there would ‘be no difficuity ex-
perienced in adjusting the present differ
ences of labor and capital there, so that
harmony. and prosperity might return
and an end be made of strikes and shut-
downs. He denied that the troubles in
the Slocan were fairly attributable to
the operation of the eight-hour law
alone. Any mine that could be styled
worth. working under the old arrange-
ment of labor, would be well worth
working with the eight-hour day, which
had been asked for and given in justice
to the workingman. ' (Applause). - He
hoped for an early solution of the ques-
tion so troubling the mine owners of the
Kootenay, and believed that no real difi-
culty would be experienced in securing
such a solution, if only all interested
could be convinced that this law was on
the statute books to stay. They would
then be prepared to face the situation,
and the present very detrimental compli-
cations for the people of the Slocan
would be made an end of. (Applause).
Touching next upen the alien exclusion
legislation of last year, he had at that
time assisted und favored the measure in
question, believing it to be eminently in
favor of our own people. Since that time
he had had the opportunity of studying
the practical working ‘of the act in the
Atlin district, and his opinion had chang-
ed considerably. - He had found that pre-
vious to the passage of the act the Ameri-|
“eanis Who were first in the field had stak-
ed ail the important creeks—Pine, Spruce,
Bireh, ‘etc.—and if the 7 government
thought that by passing this' law they
would help out the Canadians they had
been very muck mistaken. He had found|
that the parties most concerned in proper-
ties in the Atlin camp were Americans
who would not be affected by the pas-
sage of the act. As for the feelings of
the' miners themselves—the Canadian
miners whom it had been proposed especi-
ally to- benefit—he had been asked by
them who, if anyone, among the gniners
asked for such a law? He could not say.
These Canadian miners had intimated
that they could hold their own with any
people in the world, and they had said
that if they could not, it was about time
that they learned their weakness, = They
denied that this measure had resulted
from petitions from the miners interested.
He had explained to them, as he now did}
to the house, that he had supported the
measure as it appealed to him as a pro-
teetionist, being apparently chiefly for the
advantage of young Canadians -brought
into “competition on their dwn soil with
the tried and experienced miners of the
United States. He had also favored the
enactment of this law, inasmuch as the
Americans applied a precisely similar law
to our miners—none could hold claims on
ithe other side without' first beeoming an
“Ameriean citizen.' * Having studied the|
law in operation, however, he was in-
clined to the opinion that it would be
wisdom to re at least that portion
which now prevented the sale of mining
properties to Americans or other for-
eigners. The present conditions simply
meant an utter inability to handle prop-
erties. Lands at present could only be
pre-empted in Canada by British sub-
jeets, but so soon as a British subject be-
came the owner of land he might sell it
to an alien—and who would deny or
guestion his right to do so? He thought

led to the extent at least necessary of
permitting aliens to secure by purchase
these mining properties, without any fur-
ther qualification whatever. (Applause.)

The member for Dewdney had listened

ty eoupled -with reference to the present
pesition ‘of gffaird in South Africa, and
agreed that it was pre-eminently the duty
of British Columbia -(looking, as this pro-
vince did, to the mother country for pro-
teetion in time of need) to show the love
and readiness to assist the old land,
which all classes of the community cer-
tainly feel. (Applause.) He congratu-
lated Premier Semlin upon his remarks
in this connection, and the offer from the
province to supply a contingent of mount-
ed scouts for South Africa. He was sure
that this action rwould = redound to the
credit and advantage of the province in
time to come. It would show that al-
though far removed from the cradle of
the race, British Columbians were not
forgetful of their duties to the Empire—
that, on, the contrary, they were only too
willing and ready to bear their share in
the responsibilities and battles of the
Empire. (Applause.) =

Referring to the visit paid by Lieuten-
ant-Governor McInnes to the Atiin dis-
trict, he congratulated His Honor upon
the excellent impression made by him
in both his private and his official capa-
city. His Honor had taken advantage of
the occasion to persenally investigate the
conditions in- the Atlin camp, and at a
banquet given in His Honor just previous
to his departure for home, had stated that
his government would be ijmrrediately
made alive to the facts of the situation,
be taken to amenil

.and that, steps w 3 i
‘the: very unsafisfactory conditions in the

o i A T e M entde
of 1 8 the government had
not ben alive to their Hﬁtféte:‘;i?‘respon-' S g
sibilities. He (the member:for Dewd-
ney) proposed at some later and ‘more
suitable time, calling for the documents
passing in this connection, and asking
the executive of the day to explain how
it was that it should have devolved upon
His Honor to bring to their eyes a condi-
tion of affairs in this section of the pro-
vince of which they should have been cog-
nizant and of their own volition made a
satisfactory end of. He did not doubt

that His Honor had redeemed his promise
to the people of Atlin; and he would

shortly ask to bave laid before the house
His Honor's statement of the conditions

in Atlin, with an explanation from the

government ‘' as to whether or not His

Honor had suggested a remedy for these

¢onditions—and if so, what remedy had

been proposed. (Applause and laughter

from the government benches.) He re-|
gretted to see that this, as many other
matters of serious import to the people
of British Columbia was treated as an
idle jest by gentlemen on the other side
of the house; and he assured these gen-
tlemen that it was not a jest to the peo-
ple ‘who had suffered through their utter
indifference—and that these people would
show by their votes at the first oppor-
tunity their opinion of a government that
apparently prided itself upon its eallous-
ness to the right and interests of th epub-
lic that it had been elected to represent.
It surely was an alarming condition of
affairs when the representative of Her
Majesty found it necessary to point out
to his executive their indifference. :

Hon.. Mr, Henderson, on a point of
order, rose to protest that it was not
within the right of an honorable member
to make such a statement as that His
Honor had lost confidence in his ad-
visers. = The presumption could not be
otherwise than that :f he had, he would
have called upon the Premier for his
resignatibn—that was if he were a con-
stitutional governor.

Col. Baker observed that His Honor

‘would necessarily take time to comsider

the situation—he would not properly act
in indecent haste in dismissing a govern-
ment. ‘
Mr. Clifford thought that he might gghs-
sibly straighten matters out a little. The
Lieutenant-Governor while in Atlin had
taken particular care to explain that he
was there in his private capacity as a
citizen. s
Mr. Speaker, taking into consideration
the point of order raised by the Attor-
ney-General, held that the principle laid
down by the House of Commons that
it was not proper to refer to the acts or
opinions of the Sovereign for the pur-
pose of influencing debate, must here
apply to the Lieutenant-Governor—as
representing. the Suvereign—and  that
while reference might be made to the
Lieutenant-Governor, - such ' reference
might not be made where, as in the|
present case, it ‘was manifestly intended
to influence the debate. Of course the
representative of the Sovereign should

at all times be spoken of with due Tre-

spect.

p§1r. MeBride was not surprised to find
that the government found .the shoe
pinching, as evidenced by their appgal
to the Chair; and emphatically denied
that he had said aught that might be
construed into disrespect for the Lieu-
tenant-Governor. On the contrary, the
gction taken +by His Honor, and to},
which he had made reference, would
redound to the credit of that honorable}
gentleman to- a very marked degree.
(Applause). He held that if His Honor
saw_ that matters were being neglected
in the Atlin country, and brought this
fact before the notice of the govern-
ment, it was directly in the interest of
the people of British Columbia that
they should know the facts. —Te would
therefore take measures to place all the
facts of the case before the house and
the people at an early date.
Deploring the  introduction of person-
alities intd the debate, more particularly
by the President of the Council in his
address, the member for Dewdney char-
acterized as ridiculous the contentions
put forward by that gentleman with)re-
gard to his connection with the Nanaimo
Herald. He had admitted that he was

he and the member for South Nanaimo
virtually owned it—yet he had asked the
house to believe that he never dictated
nor knew what editorial policy it would
pursue. Of course, said the member Yor
Dewdney, it is his paper; of course it
is his mouthpiece in ‘political matters;
and of eourse nothing is published ' in
that paper that is not in line with his
policy and that of the member for South
Nanaimo. ol %
“Another ‘very serious matter that had
developed during the course of.the de-|
bate was the charge that had been made
against one fhember of the house of
having violated his odath of office.; This
he regarded as one of the most serious
matters that could have been brought to
the attention of the house. It was a
matter that could mot but be treated
with the ntmost attention; and the
charge having been made, he held it to
be imperative that the  government and
the house should go farther and thor-
oughly investigate.” He hoped. and
anticipated' that in fairness and honor
the President of the Council would now
either justify his charges or present an
adequate and unqualified apology to the
member against whom the charge had
been directed. = There ‘could be no al-
ternative coprse. 4
The 'member for Dewdney closed with
a complimentary ' reference to the ad-
dresses of the mover and seconder of
the reply. = . Wit < e

MR. HALL, on rising to pursue the
theme that had so interested the house
during the past severa¥ days, craved a
certain measure of _indulgence if it
should be that he .erred through inex-
perience in parliamentary matters. He
might perhaps depart a Little from the
strict rules of debate, and while he
would not go so far astray as the West-
ern = senator who, when asked of his
opinion of the government, tersely re-
plied . “ rotten,” he would possibly sdy
some  things about the government jn a
more direct. fashion than ‘the rules of
ebate -customarily permitted. He ecan-
didly believed that the government by
its own Wctions and course during the
past year and a half, had discredited it-
self with the people. = Many reasons for
this result had been cited by the speak-
ers who had preceded him. He did not
intend to repeat these reasons, knowing
that the gentlemen opposite were as sen-
sitive as it was possible for politicians
to be, and that they fully appreciated
the roasting they had been getting dur-
ing the last few days, if their faces were
any indication of their feelings, :

As he viewed the progress ef political
events ‘in British Columbia, the ship of
state had been transferred to the mew
:government of British Columbia in ad-
mirable condition—sound in every part,
well found and well equipped. The new
officers concluded, however, that it would
never do to leave what was right alone.
It we don’t do something new, appeared
. to be their argument, thé ' peoplé will
conclude that ‘the old officers knew their
business :as’ well or ocetter than we do.
8o they forthwith commeneed to make
‘changes for the sole sake of change.
. The first thing was to. reduce the
{witges ‘of the crew, by ill-advised légis-

‘uprth-ithis -in iteelf indicating that His

Pasaing 't the ‘question’ of, the’ dis-
allewance by~ the g&:rﬂ 4 anﬁ'dritle"@b!

| Honor was painfully cognizant of the fact
|

lation. They next lool _cul
‘favor with the owning sharéholders—the

of the trade.

a heavy-stockholder in that paper—that} G

5

o, letatin
fort. Twith-

oz telves with

the sails w T too large.

made too mu.

as slowly as “ible.

followed change,
seamanship. Iu(l é‘“h A
him that the rudder hau

from the stern and put una °f,the prow,

that had been laid by the late go;em-
ment, the vessel was now going: ‘ack-
ward. After a great deal of diffic Wty
this inexperienced and incapable creW
had got their sails set, and very soon
their bad navigation had brought them
.among the breakers, They saw ship-
wreck on the rocks of public opinion

' threateming them, and they held a con-

sultation. It was decided that there
must be a Jonah -on board. So they
had cast lots, and hit upon the navigat-
ing officer. So overboard went Joe—
beg pardon—the Jonah, (Laughter),

Hon. Mr. Henderson—And who swal-
lowed him?  (Renewed laughter),

The old crew certainly did not, Mr.
Hall replied, proceeding then to follow
to thé conclusion the unhappy adven-
tures of the distressed vessel of state.
It was at present, according to his meta-
phor, in the doldrums.  The officers
could not go back on their past actions,
and they could mnot take up the old
course of progress and prosperity.

The legislation that had been brought
into existence by the government of the
day had been without exception hasty,
crude and ill-advised. Its sole purpose
seemed to  be vote-catching—pandering
to the labor interest at any sacrifice of
interests of principle. The eight-hour
law, for example, had possibly been well
meant, would possibly have been well
advised had all the mines to which it ap-
plied been developed and on a paying
basis—but these mines of KXootenay
were not. -The majority were as yet
in the prospect stage; -and while the
eight-hour system had been applied to
old working mines long before the major-
ity of the present parliament ever
thought of entering public life, it was
not a system that should be applied in
British Columbia while many of the
mines influenced were ds yet in what
might be termed the experimental stage.
‘When once mines had been got down to
a solid working basis the mine owners
themselves would be the first to intro-
duce the short hour system, for they

had no wish to have their work per-

formed by tired, listless men—what they
wanted and the work demanded was the
work of men of energy. The effect of
the hasty eight-hour legislation of last
session would be to keep out capital and
operate injuriously to labor, for the
workingman was as sure to follow capi-
tal as the sun fo rise in the east.

‘The alien law, too, had kept thousands
of dollars from being invested in the pro-
vince. It had kept thousands of dollars
out of the hands of our merchants of the
Ooapt cities, and the transportation com-
panies. When the Klondike trade had
arisen, it was primarily .enjoyed by the
merchants of Seattle. Then the superior
facilities and superior goods of Victoria
and Vancouver merchants commenced to
impress themselves, and last year this
city and Vancouver (Victoria more es-
pecially) had commanded the great bulk
: ‘A similar profitable trade
with = Atlin would have "arisen but for
the intervention of this.ill-advised legis-
lation—legislation that was very like
other examples of the ﬂpresent: govern-
ment’s want of foretho Ight. The effect
of the laws of last session had been to
bring about conditiona:in- the Kootenay
of which residents of. the Coast had no
conception. ' The formerly busy and pros-
‘perous towns of Kaslo and Sandon were
dead.  The mines ‘of the Slocan were
idle, and the workmen dispersed. The
Kaslo & Slocan railway; had this year,
for the first time, failed to pay_ interest
on its bonds, owing to the operation of
the eight-hour law. Sandon waus a de-
serted town. Kaslo, too, was dead—

reen.

Mr. Hall did not quite caich the hon.
member’s remark. G 2

. “The hon. gentleman would like to be
informed,” said Hon. Mr. Henderson, “as
to the date of Kaslo’s decease?’

As to the fact of Kaslo’s deadness, Mr.
Hall said that he had rteceived the in-
formation from a gentlemian just arrived
trom that part 6f the country, a good ob-
server, and a man in whom the fullest
confidence could be placed.

“Was he a mine owner?’ asked Mr.
Green,

“He is not; he is a contractor,” said Mr
Hall, “I will give his name to the hon.
member in private if he desires it.”
Continuing, the member for Victoria
city, observed that certain members of
the Government party had made a great
clamor = about ' benefiting the working-
man. They had shouted their efforts in
his behalf; they were never tired of tell-
ing what they had done and were doing
for him. He was himseclf a believer of
organization for eelf-protection among
workingmen, of whim he employed a con-
siderable number. He had noticed, how-
ever, that it was not the sekilled work-
ingman—the = true workingman—who
made the most noise. The walking dele-
gate and self-appointed champion would
usually be found standing up and de-
fending labor with one hand while he
struck at some corporation with the
other, having been put in a position to
take this stand chiefly through the in-
fluence ‘and effort of some rival corpora-
tion. Where the fidelity to the helpful
corporation. ended, and devotion to the
workingman began was a hard matter to
determine. .

Referring next to the answer of the
colonies, and British Columbia in parti-
cular, to Britain’s call in her time of
trouble, he was glad to find that distance
did not weaken the ties binding all parts
of the Empire together in one mighty
union of strength. Indeed the distance
appeared rather to strengthen the wunity
of the Empire. It was possible that the
time would come when the disintegra-
tion of the Empire should be accomplish-
ed, but that time was as yet far distant.
. He regretted to see that while all patrio-
tic Britons the world over were hasten-
.ing to give expression to their loyalty,
there should have been found some even
in British ‘Columbia’s capital so dead to
their duty to the country as to express
sympathy with the enemy of the nation.
Disrespeetful language had been used by
‘them in reference to our flag and gov-
-ernment—and this by people who h_ad liv-
ed in our midst for years, enjoying all
the advantages and protection of British
Jaws—equal rights with those who were
itrue and loyal British subjects. Their
present disposition to espouse the cause
of the foe might possibly be asecribed to
the stolid, undemonstrative nature of the
typical Britisher, +which would permit
such'a thing. They should not, however,
make the mistake of supposing that Brit-
‘ish people were indifferent, becatise they
did not talk much. It was, he was glad
to say, unnecessary to«day for any Cana-
dian to supplement the definition of his
nationality with the statement that he
was a British subjeet. . To be a Canadian
now. meant also'that.one was a loydl stb-
ject of Britain, .. (Applause.) g e
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Victoria . sympathy with

that while some were certainly

had been mentioned who

loyal and “whole-hearted subject of the
nQ'uectep. edAlmthelid whoyse name had been

entioned was Mr. Young of the New
England bakery. With regard to this
‘gentleman, it might be said that actions
were more eloquent than words. It was
only the other day that he had been
speaking to Mr. Young in connection
with the proposal to send a company of
mounted scouts from British Cohimbia
to the Transvaal, and that gentleman had
remarked that he had mo horse that he
could offer to the country for use, but
twat he would be glad to subseribe $100
to'»he equipment fund at the first oppor-
tunity. Perhaps enough had now been
said of this pro-Boer talk in WVietonia.
Those who had been indiscreet had been
plainly told to keep their mouths shut,
and the hint would probably suffice. But
no one should apply blame and "censare
where it was not deserved.

MR. CLIFFORD held that the
speech had by this time ben pretty well
threshed out, while he regretted to find
that the proportion of chaff to the wheat
was overbalancing. He regretted, too,
to find the government members keep si-
lence, refusing to defend the actions or
explain the mis-deeds of the ministry, and
allowing all the speaking to be done by
the mémbers of the opposition.

“That’s the chaff,” said Hon. Mr, Hen-
dersom.

Mr. Clifford could not understand why
the members of the government if they
had any self-respect, or any conception
of their duties should have remained si-
lent. It appeared to be that they recog-
nized that there were two seats on the
opposition side temporaily vacant, and
they were anxious to let the motion go
to a snap vote before these seats could
be filled, and so appear before the coun-
try with a fictitious majority of three.
‘Taking up the speech, all save the first
paragraph, was found to be full of am-
biguity. He heartily agreed with the
expression of loyalty; but he did not
think the next paragraph went quite far
enough. It was very well, no doubt, to
“hope amd pray” for British success, but
it was necessury to go further. He be-
lieved of course in the efficacy of prayer
—he had prayed himself, although with-
out always satisfactory results. (Laugh-
ter.)

Mr. Macpherson—The prayers of a
righteous man availeth much. (Renewed
laughter.)

Yet, continued Mr. Clifford, he was in-
ckined to think that prayer should be
coupled with something more specific and
definite. He agreed with the famous per-
sonage of history who had 'said: “Put
your faith in God, bat keep your powder
dry,”” It was satisfactory to see that
British Columbia was ready to add her
contribution {o the defemce of the Em-
pire, but he held that instead of sending
100 men, as he understood was proposed,
British Columbia should have offered 200
or 400, equipped and delivered anywhere
that the authorities might say. The mem-
ber for Camiboo (General Kinchant) has
estimated that the cost of equipment
would be about $250 per man. The com-
pany of 400 could therefore be got up for
$100,000; and he thought this would bet-
ter express British Columbia’s practical
loyalty.

As for the trouble in the Transvaal, it
should not be forgotten that the Boers
were the "aggressors—that every battle
had taken place had been on British soil
—that the Boers were invaders. Had the

and announced their determination of re-
pelling any British forces that invaded
been entirely different. The question of
sympathy for the foe that had beem in-

been made altogether too
(Hear, hear.) He did not believe that it

to a certain’extent sympathize with them
y Teason sSimply of these facts. Hp
wished to emphasize, however, that it

this trouble in the Transvaal.
the small and dangerous ming of specula-

simple Boer farmers, and brought them

question now became one of maintaining
British supremacy in South Africa—and
Britain would not lose.

educational system, he would certainly

altogether agree with the present educa-

rudiments of a true education. Aill should

cur. The acceptance of this system had
the effect of too greatly relieving parents
from responsibility. They thought that
if they sent their children to the public
school their duty ceased. He held that
the public school course should really be
only the preparation for the fuller edu-
cation to follow. }
‘With respect to the difficulties in Atlin
and their adjustment, he could not agree
with the government that they had sent
the commissioner there as soon as his
presence had been necessary. If Mr.
Justice Irving had arrived on the ground
a month or six weeks sooner, much good
-work would have been accomplished and
the interested claim owners would have
been able to get to work sooner and been
better satisfied. Explaining in detail
the nature of the Atlin grievances, the
senior member for Cassiar added his
meed of praise for Judge Irving’s im-
partial and intelligent adjustment of the
existing difficulties, the giving of the 100
feet to all claim owners being especially
commended as satisfying everyone. He
would be glad should the house decide
to. pass a vote of thanks to Mr. Justice
Irving, to most cordially support it,
Touching upon the proposed measure
of justice to Omineca, he referred briefly
to Omineca’s known richness, and ex-
pressed pleasure that - the government
should at last have decided to do some-
thing toward promoting the district’s de-
velopment and prosperity. In regard to
the Kitimaat wagon road scheme, it
was certain that it would open up a
country rich in mineral deposits, both in
copper, and gold ore. = He had himself
received information. that: the surface
showings in this regivn were far superior:
to those met with in the Rossland dis-
triet; and it was the unanimous 'opinion
of mining men who had been in sec-
tion in guestion that it would when
opened up prove to be one of the richest
mwineral areas of the entire province.
In view of these opinions he ceould well
understand. how it was that a company
was willing and glad to build a road 120
miles in length and hand it over to the
government in exchange for 80,000 acres
of wild Iand in alternate sections. Ie
had indeed never heard of a more liberal
offer to private enterprise in all his ex-
perience, The ‘company: would .abund-

| had ‘ben:so nnwise as to expréss b o in
A 2 the Boers in

their present  campaign, he would say
t v deserv-
ing of sterneést ¢Gensure, q"liidte a number
t deserv
such” classification. “Of t! esemM-r. Voa:
was one. He had known this gentleman he
for years, and could vouch for him as a

fied that the scheme was a

we did ourselves.
hoped

of the entire house.
not a land grant, for

at the most, while the company offered
to hand over the road, costing $120,000,
or in other words to pay $4 an acre for
the land.

He was surprised at the apparent de-
termination of the government to try
and carry on the public business with a
majority of one, ere he in such a gov-
ernment he would demand an immediate
position of the government? Simply
that it was at the dictation of any mem-
ber—any one member could demand
what he liked—the governmernt dare not
say h_xm nay. 'The manly course for
Premier Semlin to have pursued would
have been to resign. He had known
Mr. Semlin for thirty years, and could
not' understand why he had not taken
this eourse. He knew that Mr. Semlin
would mot be guilty of anything dis-
honorable. Yt -had been said that the
Premier was incapable—he would agree
that he was imcapanle, of a dishonest
aet. (Applause).

With respect to the alien exelusion
law, he was opposed to it, as he always
hpd been. ‘He had not, however, anti-
cipated that its rwinous consequenees
would have proved so far-reaching, It
had driven capital ffom the country ‘and
in every way proved prejudicial to the
best interests and progress of the coun-
try. He had, therefore, in conclusion,
to move,. seconded by Capt. Irving, as
an amendment to the amendment:
“That in view of the legislation by
thg government last session enacting the
alien law, having proved highly detri-
mental to the mining industry of the
province by obstructing the introduction
of capital and by hampering the devel-
opment.ot our mines,

Premier Semlin thought that such an
amendment should have gone upon the
order paper, and applied to the chair for
a determination of this point.

Mr. Speaker—supported by Mr. Eberts
and Mr. Booth—contended that this had
not been~the custom, and ruled otherwise.
The motion was again put, and

MR. HELGESEN resumed the de-
bate.' He, like Mr. McBride, had spent
considerable time in the Atlin district
since the house last met, and he disputed
the arguments and conclusions of that
hon. gentleman. He blamed all the Atlin
grievances on the late government for
not having made proper provision for the
Springing up of a great mining camp.
The difficulties having, however; arisen,
d_elay in getting a commission was oceca-
swped through the difficulty in securing
a judge—

Mr. Martin—There was no difficulty in
getting judges.

Mr. Helgenson—Why, Mr, Martin. told
me so himself.

This Mr. Martin denied.

Mr. Helgesen—Well, . that's what he
:md), Mr. Speaker, at any rate. (Laugh-
er.

It was at this point that Mr. Speaker
asked the indulgence of the House to re-
turn to Premier Semlin’s point of order.
He found upon investigation that the
amendment to the amendment could not
be considered in order, and. quoted May
In support of this conclusion.

The point was debated by Mr. Eberts,
Mr. Pooley, and Col. Baker, decision bHee
ing finaily reserved, and the debate on
the address proceeding.

Mr. Helgesen, resuming his address,

ruption, claimed that when he had .come
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down from Atlin'to represcent the con-|

the conditions did not justify blame being
laid at the door of the government. He

Martin’s speech characterized it as fully

whom he would, he slew.” (Laughter.)
Mr, Martin had the previous session set
himself against legislation for the keep-

as that of the Chinese, On the Chinese

tirely different stand. Hé hoped that

plain his inconsistency in that matter.
_Dealing next with Mr. Turner’s finan-
cial criticism, the senior member for Cami-

his argument that the late government

adding many balances for individual

contended that should the opposition sue-

they would then have only a bare major-
ity; and declared that the watch-word of
the Turner party was not expansion and
progress, but, “Oh, for the flesh-pots of |
Egypt.” (Laughter.)

_“That applies equally well on the other
side,” "ealled back a member of the op-
position. :

Next Mr. Helgesen spoke with fervor
on the subject of loyalty, declaring that
while “he had himself been born under
another flag, he was now a British sub-
ject, heart and soul, and proud to be
one, for he recognized, as the whole world
must, what Britain had done for the
world in the promotion of civilization and
humanity, justice and liberty. - He con-
cluded with a declaration that the coun-
try was not dissatisfied with dts present
rulers; and an admgnition to the oppesi- |
tion to look out for the proselytes who |:
had lately joined their ranks—as they

both ways.

COL. BAKER congratulated the mem-
‘ber for Cassiar upon having worked a
miracle. He had actually induced one
of the government following to rise in
defence of his party! He had actually
found one member on the oppogite side
of the house sufficiently eourageous to
say something in reply to the -charges
that the members of the opposition had
distinctly preferred during the past few
days of the session. " The hon. member
for Cariboe had made a mistake in at-
tributing te the late government respon-
sibility for the diffieulties that had arisen
in the Atlin country. How could this be
the case, he asked, ‘when the Atlin dis-
trict had enly become  known. to the
would™ at the eve of the late govern-
ment’s retirement. ;

onder of the reply upon their efforts, con-
gratulations being doubly deserved when
consideration was given to the extreme
meagreness of the speech. It was mnot
ununatural that their addresses should
have necessarily contained much extran-
eous matter; in fact, without such matter
it would: have been impossible for any-’
one to make much out of the document in
review. He also felt impeHed to congra-
tulate . the  framers, or framer, of ' the
specch itself, for its extreme barrepness.
It was, like the bag of ‘wind hung up for

antly recoup thein#elves by getting 'in
families—half miners and hdlf farmers—

from Colorado to Seattle, to settl
their ln;d-t,hmd he was thoroughly :ntoi:

good one.
These Americans knew more of our

Northern country and its resources than

The road would be
completed in less than two years, and
that the bill when it was
brought down would receive the support
It was in reality
the land was at
present not worth more than $2 an acre

such disallowanee.
might be found to be weapons that cut]

He congratulated the mover and see- §

i‘t&r&t it was .rleally a pueérile thﬁng to

~With respect-to the great war now
being waged in South Africa, it was ex-
tremely satisfactory to him to find that
al® parts of the vast Empire were join-
ing in the chorus of loyalty and devotion
to the Empire in the time in, not its dan-
ger, but its trouble. He was glad, too
to see an indication in the speech that a
vote would probably be asked to permit
of the despatch-of a British Columbia
contingent to assist in fighting the foes
of our common country. If this were
done, as he hoped and anticipated it
would, he trusted that the British Col-
umbia contingent would -retain its indi-
viduality, and not be merged into the
corps of all Canada. It shounld be kept
as a British Columbia umit, and he was
confident that every frmetion of that
unit would discharge its duty well, and
that British Colwmbia would hear of her
men In a manner in every way favor-
able, & 3
He impressed wpoen the government
the faet that time in this case was most
important. The very best endeavors
should be made to imduce the Dominion
government to explain itself definitely,
so that British Celumbia might go
ahead and get her men ready for the
front. Even after definite word was
received from Ottawa it would take no
inconsiderable time to prepare the force;
and befere it could be despatehed—at
least six weeks. Time was therefore of
the utmost importance, and he hoped
that the government would urge upon
the Dominier that a definite answer
must be had quickly,
Another side of the question presented
itself—all were aware of the splendid
patriotism shewn by Lord Strathcona.
The authorities would do well to be care-
ful in order that confusiom: should not
arise, it having been intimated that the
Strathcona Horse would be reecruited
largely from British Columbia. . It
would not do to have two reecruiting
sergeants going through British Colum-
bia at the same time. ~There would be
a tendency to confuse the twoy and un-
desirable results. would be almost in-
evitable.
At the same’time there seemed no
reason why the two forces should not
be in' 2 manner merged, and go to the
front as a British Columbia corps of
mounted rifles;. or whatever it might be
calledi This was: a suggestion: that
might be of valte. The first step, how-
ever, appeared to be the establisiment
by the provinee of headquarters; and
next the selection: of officers; British
Columbia should retain the controb of
organization; she should send her own
men and her own officers too.
The hands of the clock at this: junc-
ture pointing to-a few minutes-to 6, the
debate was adjourned upon Col. Baker’s
motion. )

THAT KAMLOOPS LIBEL.

Mr. Martin; before the formal motion
for adjournment, asked if the govern-
ment had as yet decided what course
would be pursued with respect to the
gross attack in the Kamloops Standand,
to which he had’ on Monday direeted
attention:

Hon. Mr. Henderson replied that the
mattér was undér consideration; and tie
action decided upon’ would be announced
within a day or two at the most.

The house then adjourned.

NOTICES OF. MOTION.

By Mr. Deane—To move that “Whenre-
as amofig the volunteers' who have gone
ro may go-to. South Africa to serve with
Her Majesty’s’ forces during. the présent
war there are some persons who are
the holders of claims under the provi-
sions of the Mineral Aect; and whereas

Boers remained in their own country, | Which had been subject to frequent inter-|it is desirable that the said claims:shonld

protected during the sahisence from
British Columbia of said: persons: wilg:

their country, the situation would have | ditions of that district, he had found that | serving Her Majesty' as aforesaid::

it therefore resolved that the mineral
claims of any Britisi. Columbia volum-

troduced into the debate had possibly | referred briefly to the inefficiency of the | teer serving Her Majesty in the preseat
much of. | Atlin letter service; and passing to Mr. | war be not open to location- by any per-

son during ‘the absence of such volun-

really amounted to anythi while it | of spiteful personalities.. Mr. Martin ap- | teer upon said’ service; nor for a period
was got unnatural that pgopﬂzgt}f the same | Peared to constitute himself a law unto| of twelve montlis after thie close of said
birth and language as the Boers should | himself“—who he would, he let live; ana | War.

Bﬁ; ME. Ralph Smithhlnmconnectbn
with and subsequent: to: e petibion
which he presented to thie House: provid-

was not the Boers who had occasioned | ing out of Italian labor, which was just|ing for the appointment of a select com-
It was|@s much a menace to British Columbia | mittee, to consist

of’

Messrs.
Helmcken, Helgesen;

Ne#ll -and  the

{{tors in Pretoria, who had misled the|Question, Mr. Martin had taken an en--| mover, to inquire-iiito: thie- grievances of

certain settlers in Nanaimo district. and

into antagonism with Britain under a|the hon. member would be more consist- | Within the E. & N. railway Belt, as set
m'}sconcepgion of the true sitnation. The|ent in future, even if he could not ex-|forth by petition and othierwise, and as

contained in the reports: of a Dominion
commission of inquiry;. appointed by the
federal parliament to investigate the

As for the suggested amendment of the| boo cited many figures in development of | Whole of the cases, and: which has since

forwarded the above reports: to the pro-

be in favor of some changes. He did not| Was wasteful and extravagant; and by | vincial government, with an opinion that

a settlement ouglit to Be made by the

tional plan. He duite agreed that it was| years together he arrived at the conclu- | provincial government—withk power  to
the duty of the state to give every child | sion that there was a deficit of something | Send for person$ and'
an educational start in Rife, but this start|over four million dollars when the Turn- | Papers, and to call for and’ examine wit-
should not go beyond the teaching of the|er administration went out of power. He | nesses under oath

all' necessary

By Mr. Helmcken—Eor a peturn of the

i ht reading, writing and arithme-|ceed in defeating the government on a | order-in-council’ remitting the fine im-
tic;tﬁgt with the. proposition that gl | Yote during' the present session, they|posed upon Mr. W. M. Galbraith, of
should be given the higher or scientific| Would be in quite as bad a position as|Duncan, for an infraction of the Game
education by the state, he could not con-|the government at present, inasmuch as| Act, together with copies of the inf:

or-
mation and depositions taken at ithe
trial, and of all material wsed or for-
warded in support of his appeal by the
said W. M. Galbraith or anyone in his
behalf, to obtain the remission of the
said fine.
By Mr. Helmcken—Por itemized re-
turns of all expenses. in comnection with
the floating of the loan awthorized by
the Provincial Loan Act, 1899. :
By Mr. Helmcken—To move that in
view of the disallowance by the Domin-
ion government of the Labor Regulation
Act, 1898, and other similar legislation
passed by this heuse, for the int-
ment of a special committee, consisting
of Messrs, Ralph Smith, Macphersen,
eane, McBride and the mover, to pre-
sent to this heuse a petition to be laid
at the foot of the throme, praying for
relief -as, against the smbject matter of

OFFERS OF SERVICE.

Mr. F. J. Deane, oM. P. P., yesterday
evening received a letter from Capt.
Vicars, warden of the provincial gaol
and captain of the Kamloops company
of the Roeky Mountain Rangexs, volum-
teering his own services for the Trams-
vaal, and effering a guarantee to raise
100 good men in and around Kamloops.
A very similar patriotic offer also came
to hand during the day, addressed to
Mr. J. M. Martin, M. P, P., of Ross-
land, from Greenwood and Rossland.
stating that there are numerous men
there awaiting the opportunity to. place
their swords at the command of their
country. %

Bt e e
TORONTO'S MAYOR.
Toronto, Jan. 15.—Corporation Coun-:
sel Fullerton has. resigned his position
on the ground that he cannot satisfac~.
torily look after the legal weork of the
city subject to econditions incident to
the election of E. A. Macdonald as
mayor.  What = Fullerton particulariy:
objects to is undue imterference by the
mayor and the undue publicity given the

affairs of his department.

S o s e R
Thousands of Canadians can vomch - for
the efficacy of that peerless cough rem.av,
Pyny-Pectoral. It cores a cold very quivk-

athletes 'to’ practise their musclé upon.
'The opposition had done: their best with

ly. 25e. of all druggists. Manufactured by
the proprietors of Perry Davis, Paln-Killer.




