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WRALTH N SLVER

Immense Ore Bodies of the Slocan
Making Huge Fortunes for
Their Owners.

Demand by Capitalists Has Made a
Ready Market for Developed-
Mining Properties.

(Compiled from the Mining Record.)
Any attempt to enumerate even the
main features of the year’s progress in
the Slocan must necessarily be incom-
plete with the short.space at my disposal.
The known mineralized region is becom-
ing so extensive in area and the ore char-
acters met with so varied, that a volume
would hardly suffice to describeadequate-
ly all that has gone on during the past
year, and is still going.on. When so
much outside capital is flowing into Ross-
land we may surely be excused if a slight
feeling of jealousy occasionally asserts it-
self here. Without wishing to ‘underes-
timate the value of that camp or relegate
it once more iuto the background, it is
well to remember that the net value of
Slocan ores is a long way ahead of that
from the more famous . 'frail Creek dis-
district, and whatever advancement Ross-
* land may have made during the year, the
Slocan also has certainly shown great

strides in its production. -
The advent of the iron horse into San-
don and vicinity has worked wonders in
that camp, and made it posaible to ship
ore by means of competing railways at a
minimum cost. There seems to be liter-
ally no end to the marvellous wealth of
this section; regions previously regarded
as unproductive, now -contribute their
quota towards the increasing output, and
new camps are gpringing up in every

direction. i

Tne name Sandon brings forcibly to
our minds that now magic expression Slo-
. can Star. During the year the reputa-
tion of this, the Slocan’s greatest mine,
has not only not suffered but become
greatly enhanced. It still stands pre-em-
inent among the mines of the province,
and during the year, notwithstanding ex-
tensive ontlay on improved concentrating
plant, it has maunaged to pay the magni-
ficent sum of $200,000 in dividends up
to the present, with a prospective $60,-
000 more ‘before the year closes. The
large'contract entered into with the Om-
aha smelting people has been satisfactor-
ily discharged and 12,000 tons of Star ore
has found its way to their establishment
during the past twelve months. "Lhe con-
centrator, naturally the best equipped in
the Slocan, has been working uninter-
ruptedly on nearly two hundred tons of
ore a day, andis giving complete satisfac-
tion. As about one hundred men find
employment in connection with the work-
ing of this property, its importance to
the community can be readily 'estimated.
The controlling interest in the Ruth, an-
other great mine, which 1tis thought may

e

in time become a formidable competitor
with the Star itself in ‘the“race for chief
honors in the district, has recently passed
into the hands of an English syndicate on
a $250,000 cash basis. Six feet of ship-
ping ore is exposed in more than one
place in the mine, and everything consid-
ered, the price was by no means exorbi-
tant. The Wonderful, most properly
and appropriately named,  has.surprised
everybody by the.remarkable persistency
which the eompany operating 1t have dis-
played in its development, and the regu-
larity of its output.

Just noting in passing the wonderful
strides in production made by the White-
water during the last few months, we will
take a glance at Cody, a town which has
sprung into existence with remarkable ra-
pidity. Close at hand lie those recently
stacked mines, the Reco and Noble Five.
The owners of the Reco claim to possess
the richest ore in the Slocan, and a re-
cent shipment would certainly bear out
that statement. During the late election
in the United States so much was heard
about the necessity for closing the silver
mines of the Slocan, especially if McKin-
ley were elected, that it might not be
out of place to state that earlier in the
year, with silver at 59 cents, the Good-
enough, a claim adjoining the Reco, was
enabled to make a profit of $524 per ton
on one of its shipments. This is pretty
conclusive evidérce to all right thinking
people that the Slocan can easily survive
a number of presidential elections, what-
ever the result. The Noble Five and
Reco will each soon possess efficient con-
centrators and tramways, and then we
may reasonably look forward to largely
increased outputs from them both.

The extension of the railway system to
Sandon and Cody has left Three Forks in
a somewhat secondary 'position, but the
importance of the mines surrounding it is
but vaguely understood by the ontside
world, and almost always under-estima-
ted. Awong the many rich mines in the
neighborhoud, the Idaho and Alamo,
worked conjointly, are conspicuous by
the certainty with which they periodically
declare dividends, One of $18,000 was
recently divided among the shareholders,
bringing the total so far up to $50,000.
The concentrator, owned by the Slocan
Milling Company and worked in connec-
tion with these mines, was the pioneer in
the Slocan in that direction, and the suc-
ceas attending its operation is madeabun-
dantly evident by the number of mine
ownets who now intend to benefit by the
experience gained in its adoption.

At New Denver, somewhat facetiously
called the metropolis of the Slocan, we
find greater activity displayed than ever
before.: On account of its situation asthe
most central point in - the district, the
government records are ke';l): there, and
it necessarily commands & large share of
the business which is transacted. in con-
nection with the surrounding mines. The
Mountain Chief has again taken its place
in the list of shippers, and very little is
required to place the California in the
same enviable position. Butthe greatest
advance has been made in the opening up
of new regions down the lake, which
threaten to rival, and may even some day
eclipse the older established camps from
which so much wealth is now being ob-
tained. On Four-Mile, the Alpha, which
has shipped over a thousand tons of ore,

. | Mabel groups.

T
still remains idle, apparently for" private
reasons, but numbers of ' other properties
have been acquired or bonded by com-
panies who intend to operate and prove
them during the winter, The Thompson
group, now so well known, is producing
ore from a small stréak which assays over
400 ounces, and a few weeks work on the
part of the company has™ preved an ore
value estimated at over half the bonding
price, or more than $20,000. Among the
fine looking properties on this creek now
in course of development, mention might
be made of the Silverton Boy, Vancou-
ver, Fisher Maiden, Thompson and Mount
What has already been
done on the Galena Farm is known to all
and need not be here repeated.

On Eight Mile, further down the lake,
we apparently leave the silver belt and
turn our attention for a while to its more
valuable neighbor, gold. . Work is being
conducted on'the Willa by Rossland par-
ties, with very satisfactory results. The
ore body is immense- 'and consists of &
mixture of quartz with’ massive ' iron and
copper pyrites, carrying'a few dollars in
gold. The ore is improving with depth
and behaves very mniuch like that frouof
Rossland, - although' the characteristic
pyrrhotite of the latter is-here wantiog.
The Little Daisy, another  Eight Mile
property, recently made asmall shipment
which gave returns of considerably over
?hundred dollars to the tony prim;!pally

ree gold. ‘- p s

Ten Mile, the creek first brought iato
prominence by the systematic exploita-
tion and development done on the Enter-
prise, has probably advanced further dur-
ing the season than any other section of
the lake country. A .magnificent wagon
road follows the creek for a distance of
nearly nine miles, and the mines triba-
tary to it will now be able to ship their
ore with corresponding ease and facility
Preparations are now being made to ship
continuously from the Enterprise, and it
is estimated that nearly a thousand tons
of high grade ore will leave the mine this
winter. The Bondholder apd Neepawa
will also each furnish work at the .smel-
ter before very long. Although the main
value lies in the silver which they carry,
the ores exhibit a ‘most diversified char-
acter, some containing much galena _and
zinc blende (the latter usually argentifer-
ous), others again being composed mainly
of dry ore carrying the silver in the form
of uncombined sulphide and-in the native
state.

: Across the divide we enter the Spring-
er Creek district, and in this connection
it would be timely to refer to the exis-
tence of two thriving towns at the lower
end of Slacan_lake, namely, Slocan City
and Brandon—two well built-up towns
situated about half a mile apart.

The Two Friends, a name now familiar
to all mining men, produces ore resemb-
ling very closely that from the Enter-
prise. Shipments so far have given re-
turns averaging 300 ozs. to the ton and it
is publicly anuounced by the company

that some 600 tons of ore will probably.

be shipped from the mine this winter.
Although there is no gold found on Ten-
Mile creek almost all the ores .here en-
countered carry gold in varying qdanti-
ties, and in some of them it forms the
main value. The Ottawa, Tamarac, Ex-
change, Howard, Fraction snd Crusader
are only afew of the ‘ctlaims of great
promise in this recion, and next year
should surpass even the present busy sea-
son in development done and results ob-
tained Prospecting was continued as-
siduously down the Slocan river peyond
Lemon creek, but with only indifferent
success, and it is now generally conceded
that the limit of the ore belt has been

reached in that direction. ' Valuablefinds’

are however reported all the way anross
to Kootenay Lake, and free gold proposi-
tions of wonderful richness are here
found. .

The Slocan Lake district has at last ob-
tained that for which it has. been crying
aloud for many months ' and even years,
i.e., a sufficiency of capital to develop and
prove its worth as a mineral regions The
number of moneyed men who have either
visited the district themselves or sent re-
presentatives is almost phenomenal and
now is undoubtedly the most critical time
in its history. Should these preliminary
investments prove sncces:ful the country
must inevitably go ahead by leaps and
bounds. At any rate the confidence of
the people here is such that they are
ready to stand or fall by the results of the
development which the most important
claims are now undergoing.

Transportation facilities, although none
too good, have advanced materially dur-
ing the year, and good wagon roads and
trails now render travelling in the moun-
tains comparatively easy ; but I think
the great saving in this direction in the
future lies in the introddction of some
form of gravity tramway, certainly for
those mines whose output is at all consid-
erable. Several mines in the district
have already adopted this plan, and it is
undoubtedly far ahead of the more prim-
itive methods employed elsewhere.

, The beginning of 1896 saw the establish-
mént of the Hall Mines smelter at Nelson.
This consisted of a single water jacket fur-
nace with a capacityof 1(0tonsa day. The
ore - was brought ‘down from the Silver
King mine, 4,800 feet above, by a wire
tramway. This mode of transport did
not work well at first, but aiter some
time its defects were detected and rem-
edied, and since then it has been easily
able to keep the furnace going., The
plant has worked so well that during the
period it has been runniog it has treated
considerably more than the 100 tinsa
day it was designed for. Stoppages for
repairs have been necessitated from time
to time, also during the period of instal-
ling new dir compressing and -other
\machinery at the -miue. ' Up to 14th
November the smelter has treated 25,969
tons of ore, producing 2,131 tons of copy
per matte. The company is- -Row erect-
in% another furnace with a capacity of
250 tons a day, as well as reverberatory
furnaces and other adjuncts, Inaddition
to the ore from its own mine, otheér ore,
especially that from Trail Creek, will be
purchased. = -

While the establishment of the Nelson
smelter has been. so successful, bad luck
has attended the one at Pilot Bay. This
was started in 1894 by a strong Ameri-
can comyany which * also owned the
famous Blue Bell ‘mine. = After running
formore thana yearthe works, bothat mine
and mill, were closed down, with no im-
mediate prospect of their being re-opened.

There is no reason that the country’s rep-

utation should suffer from the stoppage

| of these works.

A marked feature of 1896 has been the
ready market for mining property. Not
only have shares in companies been
largely subscribed for by the public, buty
everyone who owned a prospector a mine,
or any other intermediate development,
had no difficulty in finding a purchaser,
provided that he was content to accept a
price commensurate with the real value
of the property.

dicating the willingness of capitalists to
purchase Kootenay properties. The
'country has been full of mining engineers
and financiers of the highest reputation,
sent out by capitalists to inspect the dis-
trict. Most of them were on the lookout
for established mines in full working
order, and go far “Kootenay has not had
maoy of these to offer. The c'ass of
people represented by these engineers
will not buy a prospect or a small_affair
costing one or two hundred thousand
dollars, They want big things and are
willing to pay millions for them. Unfor-
tunately many of these heralds of capital
had strict orders to purchase gold prop-
erties. only, and much as they would
have liked to make purchases in the Sl

can they were unable to do so. ¢

Looking back over the year, those who
have pinned their faith on Kootenay have
10 reason to be dissatisfied. The time
has indeed come when its advantages and
capabilities have. become, known .7ar and
wide, and there has been, in consequence
a large influx of capital to reward the
toilers for their patience. The future
looks brighter still. . The older and well
known fields are daily -attracting more
and more attention, and new finds of
rich mineral in various directions prove
that the wealth of Kootenay is spread
over..an enormous area. - Her rugged
mountains and dense forests render pros-
pecting a most difficult task. Only here
and there, where avalanches or torrents
have laid bare the naked rock, or
where some bold bluff pushes its way
through the covering of debris and bush
can the prospector hope to find his search
rewarded. While not half the country
has been prospected at all, there are still
thousands of. square . miles. over. .which
men pass every day, hiding their trea-
sures beneath a deep covering. It is only
reasonable to suppose that there may be
mineral lying hidden in. the covered por-
tions of the country as well as in those
comparatively small parts where the bed
rock is exposed.

The new finds thav have attracted
numbers of men during 1896 are on the
North Fork of the Salmon River, the
southeast littoral of Slocan Lake, Craw-
ford Creek, White Grouse Mountains
and lastly Kokanee Mountain. It will
be a great surprise if these camps do not,
some of them, if not all, rival cheir elder
neighbors next year.

MEANS MANY MILLIONS.

Continued from page Nine.

land 1,000,000
Seattle M. & Smelting Co. [For.],

S{Ok

Selkirk Lodge, No. 12, 1.0.0.F.,
Donald

Seymotir Creek G. M. Co., Van-
-eouver 1,000,000

Silver Band M. Co., Victoria.... 250,000

Silver Belle M. Co., Rossland.... 1,000,000

Silver Bow Quartz M. Co., Vic-
toria

Silver King G. M. Co. [For.],
Spokane

Silver Key M. Co., New Denver..

Silver Star G. M. Co., Vernon...

Sl?cag Development Co., Ross-

an

6,000,000

1,000,000

750,000
100,000
400,000

1,000,000

1,000,000
Spokane-Kaslo M.
[For.] SGpok‘ane
Standard G. M. Co., Vancouver .
Star M. & M. Co., Sandon 1,000,000
St. Mary M. Co. [For.], Spokane 500,000
Sultana G. M. Co., Rossland .... 1,000,000
Sunshine M, Co., Three Forks... 500,000
S encgr Consol. M. Corporation,

naon.p........

& M.
900,000
1,000,000

500,000

20,000

Tin Horn Quartz M. Co.,Victoria 200,000

Takush Harbor Timber Co.
[For.], England £

Tereda Proof Pile Co. of Canada,
Vancouver $

Texada Island M. & Land Co..
Nanaimo

Thomson Stationery Co., Van-

80,000

100,000

71,000,000

Buffalo, N. 75
Two Friends Mine, Vancouver.. 240,900
Two Friends M. Co.,Vancouver. 750,000
Union Logging Co.,Vancouver .. 15,000
United States & B.C.M.Co.[For.]

Kansas City, Mo
Van Anda Copper & G.Co. [For.]

Seattle 5,000,000
Vancouver & B.C. Gen’l Explor-

ation Co. [For.] London..."...£ 25000
Vancouvei 1scuit Co., Vancou-

ver $ 20,000
Vancouver Investment Co.,Van-

'10¢ooo

Vancouver Jockey Club Co.,Van-
5 25,000
ancouver Marine Railway Co., .
Vancouver
Victoria M. &
.Victoria .
Victoria-T: 7
land 1.000,000
Victor Gold 'Saving
Co., Vancouver g
‘W. A. Mclntosh & Co., Ltd,Van-

Wellington Lodge, No.2, K.ot P.,
Wellington
‘West Coast Packing Co. Vancou-

500,000

1,000,000

50,000
150,000

30,000

) 500,000
White Bear G.M. & M. Co. [For.]

Spokane
Winnipeg & Eureka M. Co.,Ross-
land.. 1,000,000
Wolverine G. M. Co., Trail 500,000
‘Wonderful Group M. Co. [For.]
Spokane /
Washington Mining & Leasing
Co., Spokane ..’
Yale & Kootenay M. Co., Ross-

land

Yale Gold-Copper M. Co., Ross-

land :

Yale Homestake G. & S. M. Co.,
Vancouver

Young British American G. M.
Co., Rossland . ...........

Zilor G. M. Co., Rossland

2,000,000

1,000,000
1,000
100,000
1,000,000
400,000

.. 1,000,000
- l,ooq,goo

CASTORIA

For Infants and Chﬂtiren.

mm-\

Important deals have taken- place, in- |

TRALL CREEK GOLD.

Wealth of the World to
. Rossland.

bilities Following Active
Development.

mining investments.

‘timate of the likely
next few years.

less than two weeks ago. This well
equipped standard-gauge
United States transcontigental sys
tems at Spokane.

tion enterprise will

; i rmit—for the Ca.
nadian public now

greatness, its
limited for want of outside con
fiections; now, however, the com
pany have let a

usefulness

the Columbia & Western, this to be
broad-guage, and extending nortberly
from Trail to Robson, the present trans-
fer point in steamer navigation on the
Canadian route, and the terminus of one
of the O. P. R. branches into the Slocan.
The reader who compares the means of
communication of 1896 with the outlook
in that respeet for 1897, may form some
idea of the development in store for the
whole Trail Creek district. !

For want of shipping facilities the out-
putof ore from Rossland during 1896
was small, but there were fourteen pro-
perties actually shipping, and while
these will from this on be in a position
to work actively the number of shipping
properties is bound to rapidly increase,
asthe claimsin various stagi of devel-
opment are simply legion. en’ many
additional smelters will be a necessity,
and the probable location of these has of
late been one of the most interesting
subjects of discussion. ‘It has lately
been announced that one of these pro-
posed enterprises, in which the War
Eagle company is concerned, is to be es-
tablished forthwith at Northport, on the
U.8.side of the boundary line and some
fourteen miles distant from Rossland by
the Red Mountain railway. There is =
general feeling in favor of the encourage-
ment of emelter construction in the
vicinity of Rossland, in order to make it
mmble to profitably treat a great

of low grade ore that will
not stand long distance transportation
charges, as well as to keep within the
camp the vast amount of money that
must be expended in the treatment of
the ore.
. The pioneer smelter of this district
is located at the town of Trail, on the
-Columbia river, about seven miles dis-
tant from Rossland by the wagon road
but twice the distance following the cir-
cuitous route taken by the railway to
find & possible grade. This smelter was
built by the British Columbia Smelting
& Refining Co., whose president is Mr.
F. A. Heinze, a gentleman of successful
experience in the ownerghip and man-
agement of a similar enterprise at Butte,
Montana. It has been in operation since
February last, treating mainly the ores
from the Le Roi, War Eagle, Iron Mask,
and Crown Pojnt, with which contracts
have been made. What a smelter means
to a community may be estimated from
the fact that this one with its hitherto
limited development has given em-
ployment to from 175 to 200 men. A
great deal of the Trail Creek ore, both
before and since the opening of the
smelter at Trail, has been . shipped into
the United States for treatment, at the
smelters at Tacoma and Everett, Wash-
ington, and at Great Falls, West Helena
and Butte, in Montana, The cost of
freight and treatment has been about
from $10 to $14 per ton, when 95 per
cent. of the assay value of the gold and
silver is paid for and 1.3 is deducted
from the percentage of copper present.
The ores about Rossland with the excep-
tional free milling gold quartz of the

. K. mine, are thus divided and
described by Mr. A. Carlyle, the Pro-
vincial Mineralogist of British Colum-

a

grained, massive pyrrhitite,
known as th
little or no value in.gold is carried.

on the
May, Homestake, Mayflower,
lew, Gopher, R. E. Lee,
in which the

small or nothing,

Mask or Josie, is divided into first-class
and second-class. The -first-class con-
sists of nearly massive fine grained pyrr-
hotite and  copper pyrites, sometimes
with a little magnetité or 'mispickel,
with more or less quartz and calcite. In
this class of- ore, as got from the lowest
workings of. the Le Roi, the amount of

quartz is much higher, the smelter re-

turns giving41 to 52.8 per cent. silica and

q road gives
direct and speedy connection with the
€ ithin  a
time the shortest that railway construc-

20.6 to 26.8 per cent. FeQ., but this is
proving the bestore in the mine; the
average smelter returns were on 1,200
tons, 2.6 oz. of gold, 1.8 oz. of silver and
2.5 per cent. of copper, or $53.05 (not

A Magnet Now Attracting the|deducting freight and transportation)

net per ton, while some shipments went
as high as 4.06 oz. in gold.

‘“ The second class ore, and the bulk
of the ore of the camp shipped, will be
most probably of this character and

No Limit to the Estimate of Posssi-| V2lue, is a diorite with a comparatively

small percentage of these sulphides, but
the value is still very good, 1,800 tons of
the Le Roi, second class, yielded by
smelter returns an average of 1.34 oz. of
gold, 1.4 of silver and 1.6 per cent.

Rossland has attracted during 1896 | COPPer, or $27.97 net, per ton.
the attention of the people of two con-
tinents who take interest in mines or

hile the total export of mineral from
West Kootenay during 1896 has not
come up to the ‘confident predictions of

The gold in its|many well-informed persons, it has
ores has given it the pre-eminence; the | I2ched the res

yellow metal thus again displaying its four milliondollars’ worth. Contrasting
gsuperior powers of fascination, in com-
petitién with the larger and probably | to maintain the cities of the Coast, and
more remunerative silver deposits of 4 p
the Slocan—the neighboring mining re- that at the earliest date possible there
gion to that of Trail Creek, of which the

town of Roseland is the business centre. | completion of the Red Mountain railway
An unpretentious capital the town is at A 5
presenrt), but having acquired within two | !0 _trade direct with Spokane, notwith-
yearsa population of about six thousand, | 3faRding customs duties. : ]
it is difficult to place a limit on any es- tion of the Crow’s Nest Pass line will by
rowth during the bringing Toronto. and Montreal that
ossland has been | 2UCR 1 :
isolated from the world, access hitherto able competitors against Spokane, but
having been possible only by roundabout | t® Wholesalers of Victoria and Vancou-
routes depending upon precarious and | Ver Will reap little advantage unless the
inconvenient water connections; but projected direct llpe from the Coast to
all this has been changed by the the Kootenays quickly becomes an ac-
entry of the Red Mountain railway, | CO®plished fact.
whose regular train service commenced

table total of close on

this total with the value of any of the
older established industries which help

the reader will see how impertant it is

shall be established direct commupnica-
tion with the mining country. ™ The

has made it 8o much easjer for Rossland

The construe-

nearer make them more formid-

. SEALERS’ SMALL SUCCESS.

. Better Luck This Year.

Harrassed and hampered by regula-
- | tions av every hand, the sealing industry

_demand the road in | has apparently fallen upon evil days.
a manner that will take no refusal—

Rossland will be placed upon the main

line of the Canadian Pacific transconti-

gental,sli\}stenll) by i:hecox’ﬁfmction of the
rows’ Nest Pass line. e pioneer rail- | forlorn hope h 1d

4 : pe held out by the proposed

%‘:}Ye t::rtr{x’ cRoﬁ!;lggg’swiiglo:vcgoalg;b;gaﬁ combination of owners is'a hope no more

to Trail, but while this enterprise and —for organization has been abandoned—

Ehe sn}e!fiertior ?hlcg l:- has lgele{nafeeder the coast of California should prove ex

e fou ’ i

ayo- al nogLon o hzzslagle%: ceptionally successful, the every-man-for-

The catch of 1896 shows a material de-
cline from that of the previous year, nor
is there an increase in prices to counter-
balance the undesirable shortage. The

- | himself policy is not likely to prove any
. | more satisfactory during 1897 than in

contract for | the year just closed—for which the offi-
the construction of another section of |cial figures are herewith appended :

A Reduced Catch With Small Prospect of

and unless the experiment of hunting off

[
. Schooner.

B. C.Coast.
Japan Coast &
Copper Island,

Behring Sea.

Ada
|A. Macdonald
75{Ainoka
Ig Allie I. Algar.
113/ Anie C Moore
82/Annie E Paint
86| Ariefis
40| Aurora
66| Beatrice (Vic.)
49 Beatrice(Van.)
Borealis
1{C. D. Rand....
76|Carlotta G Cox
92/Carrie C. W.
Casco
City of 8.
Diana ..

$
5
=

g
S
91
07

3;;

E. B. Marvin..
Favorite
Fawn

Fisher Maid. ..
Flor. M. Smith
97| Fortuna
92/Geneva

69‘ Ida-Etta

58/ Kate

81/ Katherine. ....
18 Kilmeny

25| Labrador

92 Libbie

63/ Mary Ellen .. .|
43/ Mary Taylor. |
40/Mascot ... ....
97/ Maud S

78 Mermaid ....
46/Minnie |
83'0cean Belle. . .|
81 Oscar & Hattie

55 Ocean Rover..

40 Osprey

20 Pachwellis . ...

70 Penelope

66 Pioneer ...

56 Sadie Turp
109 Sapphire

31 San Jose

38 Saucy La

21 Selma ..

98 Triumph

99 Umbrina

48 Venture*

60 Vera

63 Victoria

92|Viva i

76/ Walter L. Rich 93

66(Zillah May... .| ....
Canoe catch,
- off shore ....| 2,353

Total for 1896. .|10,70319,274/25,700)| 5

Total for 1895.(12,11426,386/35,624
26,341

l
Total for 1894.|11,703(56,430

8., seized; L., lost.

VICTORIA’S FREE LIBRARY.

New Books Much Needed—The Popularity

of the Institution Continues to Grow.

Upwards of 500 more books were is-

sued from the Victoria free publiclibrary

“.(a) Those large deposits of coarse|last year than during the previous

A i _locally | twelvemonth, the figures being 21,702
e .iron ore; in which very |for 1895 and 22,366 for the year just

closed. Of the latter number, 10,968

‘“(b) The ore found in many claims | were loaned to ladies and 11,398 to gen-
south  belt,- as the Lily|tlemen readers.

The maximum number

Cur- | given out in one day was 157 and the
. etc., | average number has been 74.
{ . sulphides are not|hundred and seventy-one new meémbers
pyrrhotite but iron pyrites and mar- | have entered their names on the regis-
casite (white iron), with in some of|ter. Of these 177 are ladies and 194
these mines much arsenopyrite and also | gentlemen.
zinc blende and even galena, in which | now on the register is 4,870,
cage the silver' value exceeds the gold,

and the percentage of copper is very | good a condition for the supplying of the

Three

The total number of names
The library is not now in nearly so

wants of its members as it was at the

“(c) The typical Q_fe, of the camp. as close of 1895. In that year 716 new
sold by the. Le Roi, War Eagle, Iron | books were received; in this year onmly

177 new books have been added, while
at least 200 volumes have of necessity
been put away, being 8o worn and torn
from long-continued use of many years
as to be no longer serviceable. The total
number of volumes now in the library is
something less than eight thousand,
e

Stub’s Vegetable Blood . Purifier—the
Yeet remedy. x

THE GOLDBY  NORT,

Season’ssOperations in 0ld Cariboo
—Still Further Great Dis-
coveries Reported.

Two Companies at Work in Omineca
Hydraulicing on a Large
Scale.

(Condensed from Mining Record.)
Developing and equipping of mines in
Cariboo has proceeded up till cold
weather ‘has precluded further opera-
tions this season. Notable exploitation
bas taken place this year throughout
the district, and while the output of geld
has not, probably, exceeded greatly that
of recent years, it is g fact that the min-
ing interests have been put on a firmer
basis and promoters are more confident
than they have heretofore been. In ad-
dition to the regular Cariboo output of
gold, the big ‘“Cariboo’’ mine, on South
Fork oi the Quesnelle, has turned out its
addition of about $130,000, and a promise
of double next year has caused a great
deal of attention to be attracted to the
Quesnelle river. Of other big concerns
now being equipped the Seymore-Baker,
3t the mouth of the Cottonwood, prom-
ises well. A ditch to carry 5,000 miner’s
inches has been comstructed, and two
tunnels, of 1,300 and 200 feet respective-
ly, throngh steep spurs, -are being cut
this winter, through which to carry the
water flumes to®the pits. It is expected
the mine will be in operation about the
middle of next summer:

The work of building the plant on the
Cariboo Gold Fields Concessions at Bar-
kerville has been vigorously pushed ail
summer, and as col:l weather comes on
the huge pipes are being forwarded un-
der contract from Ashcroft by S. Ting-
ley. It will cost at,least $40,000 to lay
the pipe down at Barkerville from Ash-
croft, and a good part of the summer
next year will be encroached upon be-
fore the pipe is in line.

On Cunningham creek a new hydrau-
lic mine has been exploited by Chicago
people and a test ran this fall caused the
mine to change hands. Fry & Johnson,
of Quesnelle, handled the deal. The
agent from Chicago was well pleased
}Niltlh the ‘operations at the miune this

all.

A good deal of prospecting thronghout
Cariboo has been done the past ecason,
and some attention has been turued to
quartz. The government concentrator
hag been stamping for some months, und
the Island Mountain mill has been reno-
vated and set to work this fall. Some
very rich quartz has been discovered in
the Little Snow Shoe region, but, as a
rule, prospectors are not looking for
quartz in Cariboo. The ledges now be-

09| ing exploited are of decided merit, as

samnles show.
Several minor discoveries of placer in

437 | the Barkerville region of exceedingly

rich deposits have proved that rich re-
wards are still to be gathered by the
patient seekers, who, apparently, never
tire in the search for gold.

Omineca, also in the tar Northern sec-

3 | tion of the province, claims renewed at-

tention, work having been carried on
extensively during the past two seasons
on alluvial ground operated and aband-
oned more than twenty years ago. The
expense of getting in supplies was the
great obstacle then, and even yet it is
severely felt, for the scene of operation
is nearly 600 miles across country from
Ashcroft on the C.P.R., while the only
other available approach is by Hazelton
on the Pacific coast about 200 miles dis-
tant. Says the Record:

‘‘There are at present two companies

D engaged in hydraulic mining in the
99 | Omineca, the Ottawa company, owned

principally by Eastern capitalists and

36| the Omineca Consolidated Hydraulic

Mining Company, owned almost entirely
by Victorians. In the spring of the
present year about forty men, under the
management of Col. Wright, were sent
out to begin work on the Ottawa proper-
ties. 'After a long and tedieus trip of
forty days via Quesnelle and Stuart’s
Lake, they reached Manson creek.
When they left in the end of September,
they had made a very credible showing.
A ditch nearly six miles in length is in
course of construction. A portable saw
mill hasalready been erected, which will
next season supply their many wants in
that line, and lessen the cost of the
works considerably. It is expected that
in 1897 the claims will be in good work-
ing order.

*“Last March Captain Black, in the
interests of the Omineca Prospecting
Company, made a trip into the Omineca
and Jocated valuable hydraulic claimson
Manson, Germansen and Lost creeks.

92| On his return in May, the Omineca Con-

solidated Hydraulic Mining Company
purchased these properties from the
Prospecting Company, and in August
Captain Black again left for the Omi-
neca, via Hazleton, with 20 men. They
arrived early in September, and began
work at once. Three miles of ditch was
completed, which will bring a sufficient
quantity of water from Manson creek to
work the Evans claims on Black Jack
gulch. These claims are known to be
very rich ; prospects were made which
averaged $2.50 per day to the man, and
by the economical method of hydraulic-
ing it is expected that a large amount of
gold will be taken from these claims ata
very small cost.

Wife — Half past 12. I declare!
Rather a late hour for you to be return-
ing home—don’t you think so, John ?
Where have you been anyway ?

Husband —I've been setting up with a
friend.

Wife—I thought as much. How many
drinks did you set up, John?—Boston
Courier.

)

Emerson is reported often to have
spent six months to a year in the cempo-
sition of one or two short essays. lis
object was the condensation of the great-
est possible thought in the fewest num-
ber of words.

Slavery has been formally abolisheéd in
Madagascar. That is one victory for hu-
manity due to the French occupation.

In some of the farming districts of

China pigs are harnessed to small wagons
and made to draw them,

- Beaver
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Increased Pack Made
son by British
Canneri

With Reviving Busin
1s Hoped that P
Improv

The salmen canning i
mmense importance to
ind it is satisfactory to
1896 the pack was quite
yreceding year and decid
 first anticipated.
ooked upon as an off on
nd the estimate in the
ear was only some 150
.ver. Instead, howeve
was more than doubl
though smaller than tha

fore, and prices are hol
pretty much as in 1895,
rearon or other the deu
«Canada has almost cea
No doubt the general
trade, both on this cont
rope, will bring about
There is a greater ddg
England, and there is i}
age in that size later o
new canneries have b4
during the past season,
cannery, which, in 18
down at the opening o
son, has been rebuilt, ay
. sized pack.
¢ The pack for Alaska,
has increased about 20
the yesr previous, and f
cific Coast the total pac!
million cases of all clas
increase of a quarter of
year. )
It might be interestin|
gress of the industry in
as shown by the follow
- dates from the beginn
«in 1876 :
Cases.

The pack for 1896 w

lows :
FRASER RI

Anglo B C Packing Co, L’

Phoenix Cannery ..
Rri:annia ‘l‘ 3
Garry Point *
RBC o
Wedham's ' .
Rritish America Canner|
Canoe Pas3 .

Anmedale

Victoria Canning Co of B

sea Islavd Cannery

Lion canuery
Canadian Pacific Pkg

Alliance Canning Co......
Fisherman’s Canning Qf>.
Terra Nova &% o
Ric T
O B
Deas Island capnery....
Malcolm, Windsor & Co.
Brunswick Cannirg Co...
Pacific Coast Pkg Co, Ltd.
Feaeration Canning Co.
Steveston canuery......
Dinsmore I'd. Canning Co,
Costello & McMoran.
Star cannery o
Westham Island Pikg Co.
Augio-American Canning
g‘[cPhnmon & Hix:xkey

©rgvincial Canning Co..
‘Westminster Pkg Co.....
Atlas Canning Co

SKEENA R
Anglo B C Pkg Co oo
British America Canng
North Pacific 4
Bri'lsh Columbia Can. Ca.
Windsor cannery
Victoria Canning Co of B
Standard canpery.......
Skeena Pkg Co, R. Cu
& Son s
Ralmoral Canoing Co....
Joverness N A gmae
Royal Canadiin Pkg Co.
Carlisle Pkg & Canning

RIVERS IN

Brunswick canningco....

Victoria canuing co of
‘Warnock cannery

Arglo BC pk¢ comoany,
Good Hope rannery..

Brnitish Columbia canning ¢
Rlvers Inlet cannery....
Victo:ia cannery. ...

NAAS RIV!

Federat'on canning co, 1td
Na2s Harbor canaery...
Mill Bay -

“Victoria canning co of B (
Cascade CADDLIY ....--.

OTHER NORTHEJ
Ale-t Bay can co, |Alert B
Namu can.€o. (Namu Hb]
Lowe lalet nkg. co. |[Lowe
Clasoquot Fishing & Trad

it
West C
4 Grand total cases

It is said that the
England was due to th
the game which was
Princess of Wales.
lameness, sho has nevy
tennis, and she has fel
door amusement for
summer at Sandringh
teasing remarks of t}
daughters, she asked §
to play croquet with hd
she enjoy her gameo tha
ever since. Seceing
pretty the princess lod
sued this favorite met]
her example was SO0
various ladies of her
croquet among the. TO;
established entertainr
sooner did this fact beq
the ‘“ Wales set’’ than
sprang up, and now ¢
rcroquet ball is to be he
.garden party.




